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0:12
My name is Karen Ferguson.

0:14
I'm a Yorta Yorta woman; and lived and born and raised on Yorta Yorta country here.

0:20
I wear a few hats across the University and the Community.

0:24
So I'm a postdoctoral Research Fellow at the moment through the Melbourne Medical School and the Murdoch Children's Research Institute.

0:31
And as far as the Community goes, I've got some leadership roles within the Community.

0:36
So I'm an Executive Director of the Rumbalara Football Netball Club and I act in like a research advisory capacity at Kaiela Institute.

0:45
The Partnership that exists between the University and the Yorta Yorta community is really valuable and it's actually reciprocal.

0:54
So the University can bring, you know, the might of such a big university with its influence and academic record,

1:01
but our Community also brings value to the Partnership in the form of cultural authority and cultural authenticity.

1:08
We provide, I guess, the environment where research can take place, and we also provide the environment where there's people to undertake that spectrum of education across the course.

1:19
The partnerships within the University and the Community are really important and there's been various partnerships that have produced really good outcomes.

1:28
There was a cohort of students from Shepparton who started a master’s degree and that was delivered on Country, so we didn't have to move to Melbourne so that the opportunity was there so that we could complete that course.

1:41
We were able to stay here and go through that master's degree together.

1:45
And then the University, you know, they invested in those who'd finished, so there was opportunities to go on and do a PhD.

1:52
So the University then working closely with Paul Briggs and the Community here, they created fellowships.

2:01
And they were entitled Dungala Kaiela Research Fellowships.

2:04
So it was for people based in the Goulburn Murray region to complete their PhDs.

2:10
I started doing my master’s degree when my children were very young.

2:14
I wheeled my youngest baby into my master’s class when she was one week old.

2:19
So, you know, they've watched me on that journey.

2:21
And now my son, he's in his first year of doing biomedicine at Melbourne Uni.

2:26
So it creates that opportunity and that feeling that this is possible, like this is an actual possible pathway for Aboriginal people in Shepperton and the Goulburn Murray.

2:36
You know, there's always room to be doing cultural awareness, cultural competence, anti-racism training to make the university a safer place for Aboriginal people, but also just for Aboriginal people, you know, to understand that this is a rightful place for us.

2:53
We have value within the University.

2:57
Yes, the University is prestigious and has a lot of influence and power, but there is also a lot of power in the Aboriginal community as well.

3:06
The cultural knowledge, the cultural expertise, the cultural authority that that that can provide to the Partnership as well. The quality of researchers that come out of Aboriginal communities as well,

3:19
to undertake research that has cultural authenticity and rigour around it is really important.
