
 

 

 

UTR6.330 - THE LISELOTTE ‘LILO’ NASSAU CELLO SCHOLARSHIP  

Recitals- 

A. On 13 December 2013, Dennis Michael Nassau, BA, LLB (Melb.), lawyer (‘donor’) 

gave the sum of $305,000 to the University (‘donation’). The memorandum of gift 

dated 11 December 2013 provided-  

 

‘2. The donor intends to donate the sum of $300,000 to the University upon the 

terms set out in this memorandum (‘gift’).  

 

3.  The gift is for the purpose of providing one or more annual scholarships for 

students enrolled in the Melbourne Conservatorium of Music (within the 

Faculty of VCA and MCM) who are undertaking studies in cello. Each 

recipient may be awarded the scholarship for a maximum period of three 

years.  

 

…  

 

6.  The donor makes the gift to establish a perpetual trust for the stated purpose, 

meaning that in perpetuity the University will invest and preserve the capital 

sum represented by the gift, and will apply only the income arising from the 

gift for the stated purpose.  

 

7.  … the donor proposes making a separate donation of $5,000 (‘payment’) to 

the University to permit The Liselotte ‘Lilo’ Nassau Cello Scholarship to be 

awarded in 2014, on the basis that the payment:  

 

(a) will not form part of or be added to the capital sum represented by the gift; 

and  

 

(b) will supplement the net annual income arising from the investment of the 

gift in 2013.  

 

… 

 

9.  The proposed name for each award funded by the gift is ‘The Liselotte ‘Lilo’ 

Nassau Cello Scholarship’. The donor requests that this name be used when 

describing each award.’  

 

B. The donation memorialises the late Liselotte ‘Lilo’ Nassau, the donor’s mother. Lilo 

(pronounced Leelow) was born in 1913 in Dessau, Germany, a town that gave rise to 

the Bauhaus movement and played host to many great musicians. As a child, Lilo 

learned to play the cello but, in her usual self-effacing manner, later wrote that her 

interest for it was greater than her ability. She also developed a love of books and 

enrolled in a librarianship course. However, with the rise in anti-Semitism as Hitler 



 

 

took control, she received a letter advising that she was not permitted to continue her 

studies. In 1939 Lilo and her husband Gerhard, who played the violin, emigrated to 

Australia. They both enjoyed classical music and played chamber music in their 

home at least once a week for forty years. Lilo played in amateur orchestras and they 

were regular subscribers to Musica Viva concerts. She instilled in her sons, Dennis 

and Peter, the love of music which was such an integral part of her life. 

 

C. The University accepted the donation upon the trusts specified by the donor, and the 

donation therefore became the capital subject to those trusts (‘capital sum’).  

 
D. From 1 January 2019, the Faculty of VCA and MCM is known as the Faculty of Fine 

Arts and Music (Faculty). 

 
E. This University trust record is the means by which the University records –  

 
(1) the trusts specified by the donor upon which the University as trustee holds trust 

property, including the capital sum; and  

 

(2) the administrative arrangements for the implementation and ongoing 

performance of those trusts, as determined by the University from time to time.  

 
It is provided as follows- 

Name of the fund  

1. The capital sum, all income arising from the capital sum, and any accumulations and 

additions thereto together form a fund called ‘The Liselotte ‘Lilo’ Nassau Cello 

Scholarship’ (‘fund’).  

Investment of the fund  

2. The fund is to be paid into one or more investment common funds and remain there 

until Council directs otherwise.  

Trust terms  

3. As trustee of the fund, the University is obliged by the trusts specified by the donor-  

 

(1) to establish a perpetual trust;  

 

(2) to award one or more annual scholarships for students enrolled in the Melbourne 

Conservatorium of Music within the Faculty who are undertaking studies in cello; 

and  

 
(3) to provide that each recipient may be awarded the scholarship for a maximum 

period of three years.  

 
Administrative arrangements  

4. Until its further determination, and in order to implement the trust terms, the 

University has determined-  



 

 

 

(1) that the Dean of the Faculty (Dean) is to determine-  

 

(a) the recipient of each scholarship,  

 

(b) the value of each scholarship,  

 
(c) the term of each scholarship, to a maximum of three years for each recipient, 

and  

 
(d) the number of scholarships to be awarded each year;  

 
(2) to call each scholarship ‘The Liselotte ‘Lilo’ Nassau Cello Scholarship’.  

 

5. The Dean is authorised to award each scholarship on behalf of the University.  

 

[New UTR certified 17/03/14; Recital D added, s 3(2) amended 12/2/2020] 


