
 
 

UTR 6.193 - THE ELIZABETH AND NICHOLAS SLEZAK SCHOLARSHIP 
 
Recitals 
 
A. By clause 3(b)(iii) of her Will dated 6 February 1985, Mrs Elizabeth Slezak, late of 15 

Fenwick Street Kew (‘donor’), bequeathed to the Department of French Studies at the 
University one-fifth of the annual income deriving from her residuary estate for a period 
of five years following the death of her husband, Nicholas. The University was one of 
the four organisations that received a bequest under clause 3(b)(iii) of the donor’s Will.  

 
B. According to the Will, this bequest was ‘to be invested and the income used to provide 

a travelling scholarship for a female graduate of the said University to enable her to 
study French literature and/or language in France subject to such terms and for such 
duration as the head of the said Department shall from time to time determine to be 
known as “The Elizabeth and Nicholas Slezak Scholarship”’. 

 
C. The Will provided that at the conclusion of this five-year period following the death of 

the donor’s husband, the trustees were to divide the income and corpus of the donor’s 
residuary estate between the various organisations and for such purposes which had 
been provided for at clause 3(b)(iii) of the Will, in such portions as the trustees at their 
discretion, might elect.  

 
D. Following the death of the donor’s husband in 1988, the University received an amount 

of $37,699 from the trustees, representing one-fifth of the annual income deriving from 
the donor’s residuary estate for the subsequent five-year period. In 1994, the 
University was notified by the Chairman of Trustees of the Slezak Trusts, the Hon. 
Walter Jona, AM that it had been successful in its application for a further portion of 
the donor’s residuary estate, and a further sum of $50,000 was paid to the University 
by the trustees in satisfaction of the bequest to augment the capital of The Elizabeth 
and Nicholas Slezak Scholarship fund. 
 

E. The University accepted the bequest upon the trusts specified by the donor, and the 
bequest therefore became the capital subject to those trusts (‘capital sum’). 
 

F. This University trust record is the means by which the University records - 

(1) the trusts specified by the donor upon which the University as trustee holds trust 
property, including the capital sum; and 

(2) the administrative arrangements for the implementation and ongoing 
performance of those trusts, as determined by the University from time to time. 

It is provided as follows- 

Name of the fund 

1. The capital sum, all income arising from the capital sum, and any accumulations and 
additions thereto together form a fund called ‘The Elizabeth and Nicholas Slezak 
Scholarship’ (‘fund’). 

Investment of the fund 

2. The fund is to be paid into one or more investment common funds and remain there until 
Council directs otherwise. 

 



 

Trust terms 

3. As trustee of the fund, the University is obliged by the trusts specified by the donor- 

(1) to establish a perpetual trust; 

(2) to apply the income from the fund to provide a travelling scholarship for a female 
graduate of the University to enable her to study French literature and/or language 
in France to be awarded from time to time; and 

(3) to call the scholarship “The Elizabeth and Nicholas Slezak Scholarship”. 

Administrative arrangements 

4. Until its further determination, and in order to implement the trust terms, the University 
has determined that- 

(1) the scholarship will be awarded from time to time by the dean of the faculty of Arts 
(‘dean’) on the recommendation of the head of the academic unit responsible for 
teaching languages (‘head’); 

(2) the scholarship will be awarded to a female student who has completed a course 
of study for one of the awards of the University; 

(3) for each scholarship, the head is to determine the terms of the scholarship, 
including 

(a) the tenure of the scholarship;  

(b) the amount of the scholarship that is funded out of the net income of the 
fund;  

(c) the university or other educational institution in France at which the scholar 
is to study;   

(d) the reports to be provided by the scholar; and 

(e) any other relevant terms, including relating to the scholar’s progress in her 
studies in France under the scholarship.  

5. The dean is authorised to award each scholarship on behalf of the University. 

 
[Revoked and remade 14/12/12] 


