
UTR6.322 - THE GEOFF HONE SCHOLARSHIP 

Recitals- 

A. In 2013, a number of professional colleagues of Geoff Hone LLB (Hons) (1967) (Melb.) expressed the wish 
to endow a scholarship in his honour to recognise his career as a leading Australian company and mergers 
and acquisitions lawyer, as a partner of the law firm Ashurst Australia (formerly Blake Dawson and Blake & 
Riggall), and as a mentor to numerous other partners and lawyers in that firm. After consulting with Geoff 
Hone, the University set out the purpose of the endowment in an email sent to the donors on 18 June 2013 
(‘endowment proposal’), as follows- 

‘…  The purpose of the endowment is to establish The Geoff Hone Scholarship which will be awarded each 
year in perpetuity to the student undertaking the degree of Juris Doctor (or equivalent degree) who receives 
the highest aggregate mark for the core subjects Constitutional Law, Contracts, Corporations Law and 
Trusts or, if there are not subjects by those names, the closest equivalent subjects as determined by the 
Dean of the Melbourne Law School ('Dean'). The Dean may decide to award a second scholarship to the 
student who earns the second highest aggregate mark in these subjects, if the income of the endowment 
allows in a particular year, in which case the Dean will decide the value of each scholarship.’ 

B. Geoff Hone was a partner of Ashurst Australia (formerly Blake Dawson and Blake & Riggall) from 1975 to 
2012 and is currently a special counsel with that firm.  He graduated LLB (Hons) from Melbourne Law 
School in 1967 and joined Blake & Riggall as an articled clerk in that year. Early in his career he worked 
with the prominent Wall Street law firm, Cravath Swaine & Moore, and then with London merchant bankers, 
J Henry Schroder Wagg & Co Limited. After returning to Blake Dawson, he was convenor of the Corporate 
Group for many years and a member of the firm's National Executive and Policy Committee. He was 
managing partner of the firm's London office in 2000 and again in 2003-05. He practises primarily in 
company law including takeovers, mergers and acquisitions, corporate governance, public issues and 
securities regulation, and has been involved in some of Australia's most significant commercial transactions. 
He was a member of the Consultative Group formed to assist the Federal Attorney-General with the 
proposal for a new national company law (1987-89). For many years, he was also a member of the Legal 
Committee of the Federal Government's Companies and Securities Advisory Committee (now the 
Corporations and Markets Advisory Committee). 

C. By January 2014, former partners and colleagues of Geoff Hone (‘donors’) had donated the sum of 
$100,000 to the endowment (‘donations’) and further sums may be donated from time to time. 

D. The University accepted the donations upon the trusts specified in the endowment letter, and the donations 
therefore became the capital subject to those trusts (‘capital sum’). 

E. This University trust record is the means by which the University records - 

(1) the trusts specified in the endowment proposal upon which the University as trustee holds trust 
property, including the capital sum; and 

(2) the administrative arrangements for the implementation and ongoing performance of those trusts, 
as determined by the University from time to time. 

It is provided as follows- 

Name of the fund 

1. The capital sum, all income arising from the capital sum, and any accumulations and additions thereto 
together form a fund called ‘The Geoff Hone Scholarship’ (‘fund’). 

Investment of the fund 

2. The fund is to be paid into one or more investment common funds and remain there until Council directs 
otherwise. 
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Trust terms 

3. As trustee of the fund, the University is obliged by the trusts specified in the endowment proposal- 

(1) to establish a perpetual trust; 

(2) to award The Geoff Hone Scholarship to the student undertaking the degree of Juris Doctor (or 
equivalent degree) who receives the highest aggregate mark for the core subjects Constitutional 
Law, Contracts, Corporations Law and Trusts or, if there are not subjects by those names, the 
closest equivalent subjects as determined by the dean of the Melbourne Law School ('dean'); 

(3) to provide that the scholarship will be awarded annually from the available income of the fund; 

(4) to provide that a second Geoff Hone Scholarship may be awarded to the student undertaking the 
degree of Juris Doctor (or equivalent degree) with the second highest aggregate mark in the 
subjects specified in section 3(2), if there is sufficient available income; and 

(5) to provide that the dean is to determine whether a second scholarship is to be awarded in a 
particular year, and if so, the value of each of the two scholarships. 

4. The dean is authorised to award each scholarship on behalf of the University. 
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