
UTR6.197 - THE ALFRED NICHOLAS FELLOWSHIP 
 
Recitals- 
 
A. By letter dated 10 November 1965, Brayburn Securities Limited, formerly 

Carnbrea Pty. Limited, offered to Professor White of the University's Genetics 
Department a gift of real property located at Sassafras.  The gift was expressed 
to be on the understanding that the property would be maintained in perpetuity 
for the purpose of teaching and researching biological sciences and, in 
particular, for the use of the departments of Zoology, Genetics and Botany.  It 
was understood that the University would name the property The Alfred 
Nicholas Biological Field Station although this was not a condition of the gift. 

 
B. By letter dated 15 November 1965, the then Vice-Chancellor, Sir George Paton, 

accepted the gift on trust and noted that the property would be used for the 
purpose set out in the company's letter. 

 
C. The University established an interim committee of management in May 1976 

which, in turn, established a sub-committee to prepare a proposal for the use of 
the property.  It was clear at that time that, without certain minimum facilities and 
an on-site caretaker, the property was not an attractive venue for teaching or 
research.  From time to time the University has reviewed the possible uses to 
which the property might be put.  Unfortunately, it has not been possible for the 
University to allocate sufficient funds to enable the establishment of laboratories 
and associated buildings or to fund the employment of an on-site caretaker. 

 
D. With the approval and support of Brayburn Securities Limited, the University 

made application to the Supreme Court of Victoria for an order empowering it to 
sell the property and to apply the net proceeds of the sale to the establishment 
of a perpetual endowment fund in memory of Alfred Nicholas, with the income of 
the fund being used to provide a fellowship in keeping with the intention behind 
the gift. 

 
E. By order of the Supreme Court, dated 18 July 1994, the University was 

permitted to sell the property and to apply the proceeds from the sale in 
accordance with the scheme which  the Court approved.   The scheme is 
replicated in full as a schedule to the University trust record which follows. 

 
F. The property was sold at auction on 8 April 1995 for the sum of $120,185.50 

and after payment of the costs of the auction and the Court hearing the amount 
of the capital available to establish the fund was $119,085.  

 
It is provided as follows- 
 
1. The sum of $119,085.00 and any accumulations or additions to the sum forms a 

fund to be called ‘The Alfred Nicholas Fellowship Fund’ (‘the fund’) and the fund 
must be paid into an investment pool and remain there until Council directs 
otherwise. At 10 June 2004, the capital of the fund was $205,663 and the cash 
balance was $13,340. 

 
 
2. The net annual income from the fund must be applied from time to time by the 

Council to provide a fellowship to be called ‘The Alfred Nicholas Fellowship’ (‘the 
fellowship’) and its title must include an addition as is appropriate to describe the 
discipline to which it relates. 

 



3. Subject to section 4(2) the fellowship is to be awarded annually and as far as 
possible in rotation, in the departments of Zoology, Genetics and Botany to a 
student, whether undergraduate or graduate, who is undertaking research, to 
assist in the furtherance of that research.  

 
4. (1) The fellowship is awarded by Council on the recommendation of a 

committee known as "The Alfred Nicholas Fellowship Committee" (‘the 
committee’) comprising- 

 
(a) the academic registrar, or the academic registrar's nominee, and 
 
(b) the heads of the departments of Zoology, Genetics and Botany. 

 
(2) In any year, in considering whether to accept the committee's 

recommendation that the fellowship be offered, Council must have 
regard to the effects of inflation on the fund and must take into account 
the need to ensure the future viability of the fund. 

 
(3) In any year Council may direct that the income of the fund for that year 

be added to the capital of the fund to enable a greater accumulation of 
income to be available as income for the making of an award in a 
subsequent year. 

 
5. (1) Applications for the fellowship are to be invited by notices placed on 

University and faculty noticeboards and by other such means as the 
committee determines. 

 
 (2) Candidates for the award of the fellowship are required to submit to the 

committee a statement setting out the programme of study they propose 
to undertake. 

 
6. The continued tenure of the fellowship depends upon the work and behaviour of 

the scholar being considered satisfactory by Council and Council may suspend 
or terminate a scholarship at any time if the committee advises that the scholar's 
work or behaviour is not considered satisfactory. 

 
 
 
 

SCHEDULE 
 
 
1. The net proceeds of sale of the land contained in Certificate of Title Volume 

6075  Folio 991 presently held by the University of Melbourne on trust pursuant 
to a transfer of the said land dated 15 December 1965, together with any 
accumulations thereof and additions thereto shall comprise a Fund to be held 
on a perpetual charitable trust and to be known as ‘The Alfred Nicholas 
Fellowship Fund’ (‘the Fund’) and which shall be administered by the Council of 
the University of Melbourne (‘the Council’). 

 
2. The Fund shall be invested by the Council in investments in which the University 

is authorised by law to invest moneys held on trust for charitable purposes. 
 
3. From the proceeds of sale of the land the Council shall provide for- 
 
 (a) the costs and expenses of the sale; and 
 



 (b) the costs and expenses of and incidental to the proceeding in Originating 
Motion No. 5673 of 1994. 

 
4. There shall be a committee of management established by and to be a 

committee of the Council, which shall be known as the Alfred Nicholas 
Fellowship Fund Committee (‘the Committee’) which shall consist of- 

 
 (a) the academic registrar or the academic registrar's nominee; and 
 
 (b) the head of the departments of Zoology, Genetics and Botany or their 

respective nominees. 
 
5. (i) The Council shall apply the net annual income of the Fund for the 

awarding of a fellowship of an amount to be determined by the Council to 
a student undergraduate or graduate, who is undertaking research in 
one of the departments of Zoology, Genetics or Botany to assist in the 
furtherance of that study. 

 
 (ii) The Fellowship shall be awarded in rotation in the departments of 

Zoology, Genetics and Botany so far as possible. 
 
 (iii) In considering whether to offer the Fellowship in any year the Council 

shall have regard to the effects of inflation on the Fund and the need to 
ensure the future viability of the Fund. 

 
 (iv) In any year the Council may direct that part or all of the income of the 

Fund for that year be added to the capital of the Fund. 
 
 (v) Applications for the Fellowship shall be invited by notices placed on 

University and Faculty noticeboards and by such other means as the 
Committee determines. 

 
 (vi) Applicants for the award of the Fellowship shall submit to the Committee 

a statement setting out the program of study they propose to undertake. 
 
 (vii) The Council may suspend or terminate a scholarship at any time if the 

Committee advises the Council that it considers that the students work or 
behaviour is not satisfactory 

 
6. The Council shall cause to be kept full and proper accounts and records of the 

investments, income and expenditure of the Fund and shall cause an annual 
report to be prepared giving details of commitments entered into requiring 
expenditure from the Fund in later years. 

 
 
 
[Am. 3/5/99, effective 1/7/99, ss. 1-2 am., s. 3 subst., ss 4(1), 4(2), 4(3) and 4(6) am. 12/7/04; revoked as a 

Regulation and certified as a University trust record 26/5/10] 
 
 


