
When Dr Alice Glover retired at the age of 69, she didn’t 

exactly sit back and rest on her laurels. Instead, she spent 

12 months travelling in what she refers to as her “gap year”. 

“I really admire her love of learning, especially because 

she does continue to keep her mind active,” says Alvis 

Piksons, the inaugural recipient of the Alice Glover 

Scholarship and a second-year Arts student. 

While there are plenty of differences between the  

pair – Alvis is studying media and communications, 

whereas Alice’s career spanned medicine, pharmacology, 

a medical advisory role and editing for a medical 

publication – that love of learning unites them. 

Beyond a dedication to personal growth, Alice and Alvis 

also come from similar backgrounds financially. 

“I was acutely aware of how perilous my financial situation 

was when I was a student,” Alice says.

Both her parents were teachers, though her mother 

focused on raising five children, while Alice’s father 

continued to teach. Despite his qualifications and 

experience, Alice says: “There was a sense of no matter 

how hard you worked, it didn’t necessarily mean you got 

rewarded financially.” 

Although she remembers “being quite poor” growing  

up, Alice says the overriding memory of her childhood  

is learning to make the most of opportunities. She took  

the lesson to heart, embarking on a successful career  

that may not have been entirely straightforward, but  

was certainly enriching. 

Exploring a love of learning 
With the continuation of her scholarship through a gift in her Will, Alice Glover 

hopes to give students the opportunity to discover what they don’t know – yet.  

Dr Alice Glover and Alvis Piksons at the Law Cloisters. Photo by Bec Walton
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And now, by establishing a scholarship and ensuring its 

continuation through a gift in her Will, she is helping 

others – like Alvis – to seize those opportunities, too.

Alice established the scholarship in 2016 to support 

undergraduate students in financial need, particularly 

those from under-represented schools. Through a gift in 

her Will, her scholarship will continue to support students 

into the future. For now, she enjoys seeing the impact  

on recipients. 

Alvis, who grew up in rural Gippsland, Victoria, says funds 

from the scholarship have helped with some practical 

purchases since relocating to Melbourne to attend the 

University. After wearing a school uniform for many 

years, he’s now able to “have more than just the very basic 

necessities, like a couple of different changes of clothes  

– a wardrobe even!”

More importantly, though, the scholarship has given him  

a sense of ease, allowing him to focus on his studies. 

Though he continues to look for supplementary 

employment while attending university to cover expenses, 

Alvis appreciates the fact that there is someone else 

backing him.

“I’ll be the first in my immediate family to graduate 

from university,” Alvis says. “Both my parents did study 

at university, but neither of them had enough money to 

complete their degrees.”  

“I take nothing for granted,” he says, adding: “The impact 

of the scholarship is more than just the money; it’s also the 

extra layer of support.” 

With the continuation of the scholarship through a gift 

in her Will, Alice aims to further support students in the 

future. She wants others to benefit from exposure to the  

university environment, “and that infinite sense of the 

possibilities of new knowledge”.

Through her work in medicine and science – which took 

her to Europe, the USA, and back to Australia – Alice says 

she was “lucky enough to be exposed to the fact that there 

is so much out there that nobody even knows yet”.

Now, she wants to give others the chance to discover those 

unexplored vaults of knowledge, too, regardless of the 

subject area or field, without feeling hindered by financial 

stress. “It’s a pretty grim feeling, not knowing how you’re 

going to pay your bills,” Alice says, reflecting on her own 

university days. But what’s even more important to her, 

she adds, is giving people the chance to know what they 

don’t know – and then, of course, the support to pursue 

their interests wholeheartedly. 

The same holds true for Alvis, who has chosen to explore 

several music subjects in addition to his core media 

subjects. Though the courses aren’t directly related to his 

degree, he feels they are contributing to his personal and 

academic development – something Alice would agree  

is invaluable. 

“For me, education is opening doors; that’s what it’s  

about,” she says.

She wants students, including Alvis, to have the freedom  

to find themselves. With the continuation of the Alice 

Glover Scholarship into the future, many more students 

will be granted that opportunity. 

“It’s taken me 60 years to find myself,” Alice says light-

heartedly, though she shows no signs of slowing down 

in her commitment to continue learning, exploring and 

discovering the things she doesn’t know – yet. 

“For me, education is opening doors; that’s what it’s about.”

D R  A L I C E  G L O V E R

P L A N N I N G  Y O U R  G I F T  –  L I V I N G  B E Q U E S T S

It can be a very effective pathway towards achieving your vision to create a better 

future. An initial gift of capital – or a series of gifts – may be made now, with the 

further commitment of additional funds through your Will. 

The annual income can either be directed towards your intended purpose (such as 

a scholarship) or, in appropriate circumstances, recapitalised each year until the  

gift is finalised through your Will. Through a living bequest, you and your family  

can have the pleasure of seeing the impact of  your gift in your lifetime.   

Please contact the Gifts in Wills team if you would like to discuss this option further.

A ‘living bequest’, like  

Alice Glover’s scholarship, 

is a special gift commenced 

during your lifetime and 

finalised with a gift in  

your Will.



Norma Riley (née Jenkins) 

(LLB 1947) found her passion 

in community law. Her 

legacy is being remembered 

at Melbourne Law School 

in a scholarship established 

through a gift in her Will.

It was 1949 and Norma Jenkins was 

only 23 years old when she opened 

her own practice in North Fitzroy. In 

this and many other ways she was a 

trailblazer. One of only 10 women in 

her graduating class at the Faculty of 

Law, she was one of the first women 

in Victoria to practise independently, 

continuing to trade under her maiden 

name even after she married.

Norma’s main areas of practice were 

conveyancing, property law, family 

law and commercial law. Working in 

North Fitzroy for more than three 

decades, she became deeply involved 

in the community. Many of her clients 

were Italian and Greek migrants with 

whom she worked as they bought 

homes and opened new businesses.

“In some ways I saw my role as  

a solicitor in much the same way  

as a social worker,” Norma said in  

a 1985 interview with the Law  

Institute Journal. 

“Many of my clients I saw over a long 

period of time and I became well 

acquainted with their families and 

aspects of their business.”

Norma was a “career woman”, 

according to her lawyer and long-time 

friend Des Dodds (LLB 1970).

“She really enjoyed being a lawyer,” 

Des says. “She was incredibly hard-

working and very committed to  

the profession.”

When Norma passed away in 2015, 

just shy of her 90th birthday, she left 

a gift to the Melbourne Law School in 

her Will, with the wish that her gift be 

used to establish a law scholarship, “as 

I have always been grateful that my 

legal education at the Law School was 

assisted by the … bursary awarded to 

me as a student.”  

For Micah Schembri, a first year Juris 

Doctor student and the inaugural 

recipient of the Norma Jenkins 

Scholarship, that support has made  

all the difference in pursuing his own 

law studies.

“The reality is that while law school is 

a very rewarding undertaking it is also 

an extremely costly one,” Micah says.

“Norma’s gift has aided me in my 

pursuit of the law and I hope that as 

a result of it I too will be able to give 

something back to the community.”

As well as helping to ease the  

cost of studying full-time, receiving 

the scholarship gives Micah 

confidence in his own future  

within the legal community.  

“Like many of the children I grew  

up with, I come from a working-class 

family with neither of my parents 

having attended university, so the 

whole tertiary process was new to  

us,” he says.

“It is no secret that Melbourne Law 

School is a very prestigious institution 

and I know that this opportunity will 

open up many doors for me, both now 

and once I graduate.”

While still unsure of the area of law  

he would like to practice in, like 

Norma, Micah would like to use his 

studies to help others. 

“We all have a sense of justice and 

fairness and for me studying the law 

is an opportunity to advance in a field 

where I can help others who have 

been wronged,” he says.

“If I could meet Norma I would 

sincerely thank her for her gift. 

“It is a most touching thought that 

someone who did not know me, nor 

owe me anything, has decided to 

touch my life in a positive way.”

A passion for community law

“I have always been 

grateful that my 

legal education at 

the Law School 

was assisted by the 

bursary awarded to 

me as a student.”

N O R M A  R I L E Y



“To do something for someone else is much more 

satisfying than to do something for yourself,” says Helen 

Hayes, who worked at the executive level at universities in 

Australia and Scotland during the course of her career.

It’s a credo that reflects her upbringing. One of three girls, 

Helen says her parents “were not particularly well off, but 

they gave us all a great education”. 

As part of that education, Helen’s father instilled in her 

a sense of initiative, telling her: “You have to take some 

responsibility outside of your own comfort zone; you can’t 

always wait for somebody else to do it.”

That inclination towards action over inertia – and perhaps 

the fact that her mother used to push her in the pram 

along with a dog, a cat and a rabbit when she was a baby – 

has led Helen to leave a gift in her Will to the University 

to establish a future scholarship fund for students 

undertaking research into the welfare of farmed animals.

“I loved animals from day one,” says Helen, who recalls 

trying to jump into a dingo pen at a sanctuary to pat the 

pups as a child. “Animals have their own lives – they 

are intelligent – and we have to try and educate the 

community to believe that there is a worthwhile purpose 

to animals’ lives.”

Caring for creatures great and small 
Helen Hayes and Professor Andrew Fisher share a vision for improving the welfare 

of farmed animals – a vision supported by a gift in Helen’s Will.  

Professor Andrew Fisher and Helen Hayes at Werribee campus. Photo by Bec Walton



“We should all be trying to achieve better conditions for 

farmed animals,” she adds. “I would like to think that 

animals are part of our society and we respect them.”

Professor Andrew Fisher, Chair of Sheep and Cattle 

Production Medicine and Director of the Animal 

Welfare Science Centre, a collaborative organisation 

headquartered at the University of Melbourne, shares 

Helen’s compassionate attitude. After working in 

veterinary practice, both in Australia and abroad, Andrew 

says he wanted to help animals “in a more systematic way, 

rather than just perhaps helping an individual animal 

or herd”. His role today encompasses research, as well as 

teaching veterinary students and agricultural scientists. 

Looking back at his own experience, Andrew is grateful 

for the scholarship he received, which enabled him to 

pursue his own PhD. Scholarship funds, such as the one 

that Helen’s gift will establish, “can make all the difference 

to a student being able to undertake their PhD or not,”  

he says. 

“It’s hard for students to earn extra income while they are 

dedicating themselves to doctoral research, and so the 

availability of scholarships is a key thing that influences 

people to do a PhD.”

Research at the University is already creating change 

for farmed animals, as well as those who make their 

livelihood working with them, from providing 

environmentally enriching housing for sows, to creating a 

stockperson training program to optimise good handling. 

But scholarships such as Helen’s, says Andrew, are a critical 

investment in the future – a more humane future for 

animals raised on farms. 

Just one gift can make a far-reaching impact: “Scholarships 

are not only a game-changer for the individual doctoral 

student, but they also provide a sustainable, ongoing 

benefit to the field, and to the animals involved,” he says.

Future scholarship recipients may add to further scholarly 

work, though their contributions are likely to extend 

beyond research, into areas such as animal welfare policy, 

industry programs, or advocacy through organisations 

such as the RSPCA. 

“There’s a tremendous pool of driven young people out 

there who want to work with animals,” says Andrew. 

“Providing the means to enable those talented people to 

contribute can make a remarkable difference.” 

Helen believes in the potential of individuals to make a 

remarkable difference, too, and she hopes her future gift 

will lead to “permanent change of a tangible nature” in 

terms of the treatment and welfare of farmed animals. 

In a similar refrain, Andrew envisions the day when animal 

welfare is “entirely embedded in the way things are done”.

While her father may have imparted a sense of 

responsibility to her from an early age, Helen sees a gift 

in her Will not so much as a responsibility, but as an 

opportunity to do something meaningful – for animals, 

and for societal change.

“If you feel strongly about something in your life,  

I think you owe it to yourself to do something about it,” 

Helen says. “No matter how small or large your gift, it 

is a wonderful thing to be able to say, ‘this can make a 

difference’. I think everyone should be kind to themselves 

and say, ‘Yes, I want to give back in whatever way I can’.”

“No matter how small  

or large your gift, it is  

a wonderful thing to  

be able to say ‘this can  

make a difference’.”

H E L E N  H A Y E S

ABOVE: Photo by Bec Walton



A bequest from the late Herbert Gordon Emerson 

has been a catalyst for an array of activities that will 

transform the lives of people with disabilities. 

It is a fitting legacy for Herbert, who died in 1963. His 

only son, Bernard, was born with an intellectual and 

physical disability, but lived a full, positive life thanks  

to the support of his family.

After Bernard’s parents passed away, his uncle, and then 

his cousin Evelyn Lillie took over his care. Determined to 

keep Bernard out of institutional care, Evelyn helped him 

move into a small unit in central Ashwood. There he was 

within walking distance of doctors, dentists, shops and 

chemists, as well as the local Baptist Church, in which  

he was heavily involved.

“After Bernard’s mother died the Estate solicitor said,  

‘He is going to have to go into care.’ I said, ‘He is not  

going into care, we have to give him a chance.’

“I spent a lot of time with him every day and I had  

three young children as well. He was just like one of  

my kids, really.”

With regular visits from Evelyn and her husband  

Fred over 40 years, Bernard was able to live  

reasonably independently until he died in 2015.

Fostering a more inclusive society
A gift in a Will, and one family’s example, is providing support and inspiration  

for the University’s research in disability and social inclusion.  

FROM LEFT: Professor Keith McVilly, Evelyn Lillie, Julie Anderson (University of Melbourne/ 

SCOPE partnership) and Fred Lillie at University House. Photo by MediaXpress



Now, thanks to the generosity and foresight of Bernard’s 

father, other people with disabilities will be helped 

through a range of new programs and projects. While 

Herbert’s gift to the University did not specify a 

particular purpose, the University was keen to see it used 

in a way that reflected his values.

Herbert’s gift has supported a partnership between the 

University and major disability service provider, Scope 

Australia, directed at the social inclusion of people with 

disabilities. Within two years, under the leadership of 

Professor Keith McVilly, Professorial Fellow in Disability 

and Inclusion, the partnership has already delivered a 

wide range of initiatives including teaching, research and 

community engagement.

In partnership with the Centre for Disability 

Employment Research and Practice, the University of 

Melbourne will become the first tertiary organisation in 

Australia to provide accredited training in customised 

employment for people with a disability. 

“Traditional pathways for people with disabilities to 

access employment have failed miserably in this country 

and we are hoping that these more innovative processes  

are going to provide a more efficient and effective  

means of connecting people with disabilities and  

work,” says Professor McVilly.

Two new courses have been developed: one for 

undergraduates and one for graduate students.

“Importantly, these courses have involved people  

with disabilities as lecturers and tutors,” Professor  

McVilly says.

 

Herbert’s gift, together with support from the University’s 

Student Amenities Grants Program, has also allowed 

research and the development of resources for students 

with autism. A project called Aspies at Melbourne Uni is 

developing resources and fitting out ‘sensory friendly’ 

rooms across the campus.

In addition, graduate research is being undertaken in 

a diverse range of areas, including how best to include 

deaf–blind people in research and policy development, 

and how services can better support people with 

intellectual disabilities.

“None of this research would have been possible  

without Herbert Emerson’s gift,” Professor McVilly  

says. “It’s fitting that the efforts made by his family 

to ensure that his son Bernard was included in the 

community are now reflected in such a such a  

significant body of work in this field.”

Evelyn adds: “Herbert would be very happy to  

know that his gift is being used to improve the lives  

of people living with disabilities. Bernard’s life  

shows what’s possible.”

“Herbert would be very happy to know that his gift is being 

used to improve the lives of people living with disabilities.”

E V E LY N  L I L L I E

ABOVE: Bernard with his mother, Violet Emerson, beside him 

LEFT: Bernard and his father, Herbert Emerson 

Photos courtesy of Lillie family



Fay Thomas worked for many years as a teacher and 

school principal and left a gift in her Will to improve 

leadership in Victorian State schools.

Growing up in the 1950s, when women were discouraged 

from pursuing a career, Fay was urged by her aunts to defy 

the norms of the era and continue her education. This 

strong foundation led to her many years of contribution  

to Victoria’s education system.

Fay’s outstanding leadership skills were recognised in the 

early 1980s when she became one of the first women to be 

appointed principal of a primary school in Victoria. She 

completed two Masters degrees – one from the University 

of Melbourne, the other from Deakin University – and 

also studied in the United States. 

She was a member of the Victorian Primary Principals 

Association and sat on regional and state-wide education 

committees. A highlight of her career was her work 

between 1993 and 1997 as Chair of the Steering Committee 

for the Co-operative Research Project: Leading Victorian 

Schools of the Future.

Family friend Suzanne Abrahams says Fay was always 

looking for ways to develop professionally.

Leading by example 
Fay Thomas’s lifelong contribution to public education is reflected in her gift  

to support more progressive leadership in State schools.

Cameron Peverett with students. Photo courtesy of Colac Specialist School



“She started off as a primary school teacher and then 

became a principal, and later a principal adviser. Even 

after retirement, she continued to work for as long as she 

could. She was always seeking ways to improve a situation.”

Suzanne’s sister Michelle Conroy remembers Fay as a 

mentor to many people.

“She had a gift of imparting confidence, courage and pride.” 

Fay wanted to help teachers in Victorian State Schools 

who, as she did, strive for excellence in public education. 

When she passed away in 2015, she left a gift in her Will to 

establish a scholarship for a staff member of a Victorian 

State school to undertake study or research at the 

University of Melbourne in the fields of school leadership 

or management. 

Cameron Peverett, Principal at Colac Specialist School, 

was awarded the inaugural Fay Thomas Scholarship 

in 2017. He’s used the funds to support his study for the 

Master of Instructional Leadership, which develops  

the professional practice of school leaders.  

Cameron, previously Principal at Hamilton Special 

Developmental School, has worked in special education 

for more than eight years.

“It’s a tough job but it’s really rewarding. I’ve certainly 

found that I have the patience and the tenacity to make 

sure that these kids are getting as good an educational 

experience as other children in mainstream schools. 

As a teacher in a rural area, Cameron says he was grateful 

for the support the scholarship offered.

“We do get left out a lot and there is an additional burden 

for us when coming to study in the city, in terms of the 

cost of travel, accommodation and time.

“This scholarship really took the financial burden off  

me. I am very thankful to Fay.”

Following his studies, Cameron has implemented a new 

way of measuring improvement at his school, which 

caters for students between five and 18 with a physical 

or intellectual disability. He is not aware of any other 

specialist school in Victoria using a similar system that 

measures the smallest of gains that students can make, 

that in turn reflect the impact of teaching.

“I need to ensure that we’re measuring the right things 

in the right way, so we can show that we do have a 

measurable impact on the learning outcomes of our kids. 

My philosophy is making sure every student has a fair  

go regardless of their ability or disability.”

Suzanne and Michelle say Fay would be so happy to  

know that her gift is opening doors for Cameron and  

his students.

“She would just be so thrilled, she would be on the  

phone telling everyone,” Michelle says.

“She had a gift of imparting confidence, courage and pride.”

M I C H E L L E  C O N R O Y

ABOVE: Fay Thomas. Photo courtesy of Suzanne Abrahams 

LEFT: Photo courtesy of Colac Specialist School
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Alexandra Esther Cameron (BMus 1950, GDipEd 1953, BEd 

1956, MEd 1970), a renowned music educator, left a gift to 

establish a scholarship for string or music education students 

to pursue further studies.

Derek Roberts Edgerton (BArch 1964), a heavyweight boxer 

and member of the University’s 1962 Intervarsity Boxing 

Team, left a gift which will support students of martial arts.

Dr Robert Hill (BSc 1935, MSc 1936 and DSc 1947), an eminent 

physicist, and his wife Judith Hill were expatriate Australians 

who lived in the USA. Their gift will establish a scholarship in 

nuclear physics.

Duncan Elphinstone McBryde Leary (BA 1955), a linguist 

who spoke five languages in addition to English, maintained a 

strong association with the University throughout his lifetime. 

His generous gift will support the study of Aboriginal 

languages and also medical research.

John Norman Mann (BE(CivEng) 1948), a well-respected 

engineer with the Victorian water supply commission, left  

a gift to support engineering scholarships.

 

Lyn Jean McDowell enjoyed a career in tourism, in  

Australia and the UK. Her bequest will support graduate 

students of physics.

Vera Mert-Ilijin pursued a career in rehabilitation services. 

Her gift establishes a scholarship to assist young Indigenous 

women and also women from developing countries.

John Herbert Mitchell (MB BS 1955), an active member  

of the Mildura Alumni cohort, left a gift to support 

scholarships for medical students.

Donald Emsley Napier, a leading quantity surveyor in 

Australia and internationally, left a gift to establish a 

scholarship for students of quantity surveying, construction 

management or construction economics.

Barbara Joan Nielsen (BSc 1956, MSc 1958, GDipEd 1964) is 

warmly remembered as a valued member of the University 

science staff community. Her generous gift will improve the 

student experience and research at the University. 

Kathleen Margaret Peace Rankin (BA 1970), a legal  

secretary, left a gift to support glaucoma research, as well 

as the DH Rankin Essay Prize, established in the Faculty 

of Arts in honour of her father, and the DJM Rankin Prize, 

established by her father in the Melbourne School of 

Engineering in honour of her brother Donald.
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FROM LEFT: Dr Emily McCaffrey, MerrilynJulian, 
James Davis and Dr Jennifer Henry 

My Commonwealth Scholarship meant that my not-so-rich folks didn’t have to  

shell out the sort of exorbitant fees universities charge today. Otherwise, I daresay  

I couldn’t have studied. That’s how my husband Pete and I got to thinking of the 

many students who crave an education but whose families simply cannot afford it. 

We’re especially conscious of the particular challenges and financial pressures  

facing Indigenous students. 

All that led to our eventual decision to include a gift in our Wills to support 

Indigenous medical students. We hope our gift will help young Indigenous people 

become future leaders in Indigenous health and development.  

Our decision means we are now members of the Heritage Society, which acknowledges 

and thanks those supporters who have included the University in their Will. 

This has been a wonderful experience. First there is the social aspect of meeting like-

minded and interesting people at the regular Society functions. In the last few years 

these have included visits to Burnley campus, the Victorian College of the Arts, the 

Percy Grainger Museum and the Melbourne Neuroscience Institute – to name just a few. 

This year Professor John Hajek of the School of Language and Linguistics spoke on 

futurism, an Italian artistic and social movement of the early 20th century, relating 

it particularly to revolutionary concepts of food. Dr Helen Green of the School of 

Earth Sciences also spoke on dating Kimberley rock art, perhaps the world’s oldest 

rock art. Finally Professor Sharon Lewin, Director of the Peter Doherty Institute for 

Infection and Immunity spoke on progress made in the field of immunity, especially 

in HIV/AIDS.

To cap each year off, the Society hosts an annual luncheon, a swish affair with 

elegant table service, delicious food, and always a riveting guest speaker.

Through the Heritage Society we get to hear wonderful speakers, meet interesting 

folk and expand our world view. But best of all, Pete and I know that when we shuffle 

off our mortal coils, young people who never even knew us will have the benefit of 

furthering their own lives, and hopefully improving the world, via our future gift. 

Sharon Hurst 
Heritage Society member

Leaving a gift in your Will is an 

important decision, one that requires 

careful consideration. As specialist 

Gifts in Wills staff, we’re here to help 

you start the thought process, hear 

your ideas, answer your questions, 

and work with you and your financial 

and legal advisers to help you create 

a meaningful legacy that will have 

lasting impact. 

Please call us when you are ready to 

start the conversation, or at any time 

along your philanthropic journey.

For further information about 

including a gift to the University in 

your Will, or making a living bequest  

in your lifetime, please contact us:

Merrilyn Julian

Head – Gifts in Wills and Estates 

T: + 61 3 8344 1745 

E: merrilyn.julian@unimelb.edu.au

Dr Jennifer Henry

Gifts in Wills Manager 

T: + 61 3 8344 3640 

E: jennifer.henry@unimelb.edu.au

Dr Emily McCaffrey

Gifts in Wills Manager 

T: +61 3 8344 5904 

E:  emily.mccaffrey@unimelb.edu.au     

James Davis

Gifts in Wills Officer 

T: + 61 3 9035 7561 

E: james.davis@unimelb.edu.au

Ready to start  
the conversation?

The Heritage Society: please join us!

“I’m one of the lucky ones who went through  

university when education was virtually free.”

S H A R O N  H U R S T

ABOVE: From left, Pete Levy, Sharon Hurst and Associate Professor Richard Frankland, Head of the Wilin 
Centre for Indigenous Arts and Cultural Development, guest speaker at the Heritage Society 2018 Luncheon.


