
 

 

UTR6.320 - THE GRACE ELLA FRASER SCHOLARSHIP  

Recitals- 

A. By her Will dated 20 April 1998, the late Grace Ella Fraser (‘donor’) bequeathed one 

eleventh part of her residuary estate to the University (‘bequest’) as follows –  

 

‘… to be divided into 11 equal shares and … one such equal share and part unto the 

FACULTY OF MUSIC, UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE of Parkville to be applied 

solely for the benefit of an outstandingly talented and financially in need under-

graduate student of the cello currently enrolled at the said Faculty of Music’.  

 

B. The University received $87,000 in July 2012, in part satisfaction of the bequest.  

 

C. The donor, who died on 3 July 2010, was the only child of John and Norah Fraser. 

John Fraser was an engineer with the State Electricity Commission and Norah Fraser 

played cello in the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra. The donor studied at Burnley 

College of Horticulture in 1943-44, followed by two years in plant pathology with the 

CSIRO in Canberra, before she returned to Burnley as a practical work instructor. In 

1952, she set up as a garden designer and builder. She was a foundation member, 

office-holder and active participant in many professional and community groups, 

including the Australian Conservation Foundation, Australian Institute of Landscape 

Architects (she became a fellow in 1973), the National Trust landscape committee 

(she helped restore the Como garden), Western Port Regional Planning Authority 

and Peninsula Conservation League.  

 
D. The faculty of the Victorian College of the Arts and the faculty of Music were 

amalgamated April 2009 to form one faculty, known from 1 January 2019 as the 

Faculty of Fine Arts and Music (‘Faculty’). Classical music including the cello is 

taught at the Melbourne Conservatorium of Music (MCM) within the Faculty.  

 
E. The University accepted the bequest upon the trusts specified by the Will (‘Will 

trusts’).  

 
F. Having regard to the terms of the Will trusts, the University decided to apply the 

bequest to establish a perpetual trust for scholarships, open for award annually to 

undergraduate cello students enrolled in MCM within the faculty, who have 

outstanding talent and are in financial need, and decided that if in any year there is 

any unspent income, the unspent income may be added to the capital of the trust or 

accumulated as income for the award in a subsequent year of one or more 

scholarships (‘additional trusts’).  

 
G. The bequest therefore became the capital subject to the Will trusts and the additional 

trusts (‘capital sum’).  

 
H. This University trust record is the means by which the University records –  

 
(1) the trusts specified by the donor upon which the University as trustee holds trust 

property, including the capital sum; and  



 

 

 

(2) the administrative arrangements for the implementation and ongoing 

performance of those trusts, as determined by the University from time to time.  

 
It is provided as follows- 

Name of the fund  

1. The capital sum, all income arising from the capital sum, and any accumulations and 

additions thereto together form a fund called ‘The Grace Ella Fraser Scholarship’ 

(‘fund’).  

Investment of the fund  

2. The fund is to be paid into one or more investment common funds and remain there 

until Council directs otherwise.  

Trust terms  

3. As trustee of the fund, the University is obliged by the Will trusts and the additional 

trusts (collectively ‘trust terms’)- 

 

(1) to establish a perpetual trust; and  

 

(2) to award one or more scholarships from the income of the fund (‘scholarship’), to 

undergraduate cello students enrolled in MCM within the Faculty, who have 

outstanding talent and are in financial need.  

 

4. If in any year there is any unspent income, the unspent income may be added to the 

capital of the fund or accumulated as income for the award in a subsequent year of 

one or more scholarships.  

Administrative arrangements  

5. Until its further determination, and in order to implement the trust terms, the 

University has determined-  

 

(1) to call each scholarship ‘The Grace Ella Fraser Scholarship’;  

 

(2) to award each scholarship upon the recommendation of the director of MCM 

(Director), who is to determine-  

 

(a) the value of each scholarship, and  

 

(b) the number of scholarships to be awarded each year; and  

 
(3) the Dean of the Faculty (Dean), upon the recommendation of the Director, is to 

decide each year for the purposes of section 4 whether any unspent income is to 

be added to the capital of the fund or is to be accumulated as income.  

 



 

 

6. The Dean is authorised to award each scholarship on behalf of the University.”  
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