
 

UTR 6.400 – THE ROSEMARY AND JOHN HOPKINS AWARD 
 
Background 
 
1. The University of Melbourne received from Sarah Hopkins, Evelyn (Ruth) 

Hopkins, Clare Hopkins, and friends and donors pursuant to an Appeal a sum 
sufficient to establish in perpetuity The Rosemary and John Hopkins Award 
(Fund.) The Fund was established to honour Rosemary and John Hopkins.  

2. The purpose of the Fund is to support in perpetuity an award or awards for 
Australian conductors of any age assisting with a youth or community music 
project.  Awards made from the Fund are to be called The Rosemary and 
John Hopkins Award. (Purpose).  

3. John Hopkins OBE AM (1927–2013) was a distinguished conductor, music 
academic and music administrator, and a leading figure in Australian musical 
life for nearly 50 years. Born in Britain, John was one of the youngest-ever 
conductors of a BBC orchestra before moving to New Zealand, where he led 
the National Orchestra of New Zealand (later NZSO) and New Zealand Opera 
Company, and founded the New Zealand National Youth Orchestra. Moving to 
Australia in the 1960s, John was Federal Director of Music for the ABC until 
1973, overseeing a vibrant and prolific period of performance of Australian 
music. Other career highlights included a six-year tenure as Director of the 
Sydney Conservatorium of Music, conducting the Melbourne and Sydney 
Symphony Orchestras, and numerous overseas tours to conduct orchestras 
internationally. A passionate champion of music education and youth music, 
John became the founding Dean of the College of Music at the newly formed 
Victorian College of the Arts (now incorporated into the Faculty of Fine Arts 
and Music at the University) in 1974, and was the Convenor of Conducting 
and Honorary Professorial Fellow in the Melbourne Conservatorium of Music 
at the University until his death.  Rosemary Ann Hopkins was John’s beloved 
wife.  

4. At 31 December 2017 the University had received from the Hopkins family and 
other donors via the Appeal a sum of $ 89,645.00 (Donations) and further 
sums may be donated from time to time. 

5. This University Trust Record is the means by which the University records –  

(a) the trusts upon which the University holds trust property, including the 
capital sum; and  

(b) the administrative arrangements for the implementation and ongoing 
performance of those trusts from time to time.  

The trust terms and administrative arrangements governing the Fund are as follows.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Trust terms 
 
1. The Donations and any accumulations and additions thereto together form a 

fund called ‘The Rosemary and John Hopkins Award’ (Fund)  

2. The University must invest and preserve the Fund and apply only income 
arising from the Fund for the Purpose. 

3. Any unexpended income in any year may be;  

(a) retained as income in which case it will be available in any subsequent      
year to be applied for the Purpose; or  

(b) added to the capital sum represented by the Fund, in which case that 
unexpended income will be forever regarded as capital and will 
therefore be preserved in the same manner as the capital sum 
represented by the Fund.  

4. Further donations may be made to the Fund including donations by bequest.  

Administrative arrangements 
 
In order to implement the trust terms, the University has determined that: 

1. the Fund and any further donations received by the University are to be 
transferred to the University’s long-term investment common fund at the end 
of the quarter following receipt by the University, and remain there until 
Council otherwise directs. 

2. the Dean of the Faculty of Fine Arts and Music (or successor) ( the Faculty ) is 
authorised by the University to make each Award on behalf of the University.  

3. when deciding the Award/s it is preferred that consideration be given to 
current students or alumni of the Faculty or its predecessor faculties at the 
University of Melbourne.  

4. the said Dean may establish an advisory committee to make 
recommendations in respect to the Award. If established, the advisory 
committee should consist of;  

(a) the academic responsible for delivery of conducting (or their nominee) 
at the Melbourne Conservatorium of Music (or successor)  

(b) the Ormond Chair (or nominee)  

(c) one person nominated by the Dean of the Faculty  
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