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The 2009 Student Appeal was about 3 things – the promotion of an awareness towards the 
effects and need for philanthropy; the call to action of students from all backgrounds and year 
levels to get involved in a worthy cause; as well as the collection of funds from the university 
community to distribute to those most in need. I believe we have achieved all three of these 
goals this year.  
 
Coming from a working class family in Perth, it was the generosity of the Melbourne National 
Scholarship that allowed me to study in this institution and to have been involved in the many 
opportunities unique to Melbourne. I therefore particularly understand the value of 
philanthropy and how much it can change the lives of those you help. This is the second year I 
have been involved in the Student Appeal and as co-chair, I managed to witness the incredible 
generosity of the volunteers, donors and helpers, who have so readily put their hands up and 
stepped forward to lend a hand in the campaign. 
 
To our generous donors here today, thank you for your immense support. Your generosity will 
go a long way to help those people in need. 
 
To all the volunteers and leadership committee members at the heart of the appeal, thank you 
for all your blood, sweat and tears throughout the campaign. You guys have been some of the 
most generous and giving of all students in the clubs and committees I’ve led. The doubling of 
donations and quadrupling of the Student Appeal donor base is testament to all the hard work 
you have done throughout these weeks and I hope to see many of you continue on with the 
appeal next year.  
 
As the poet Alexander Pope once wrote: “Many men have been capable of doing a wise thing, 
more a cunning thing, but very few a generous thing.” Thank you all for your generosity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


