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Make a difference by including 
the University of Melbourne  
in your Will
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“Since it has long been my view that education is the linchpin of any civilised 
society, I had no hesitation in including my old university in my Will. For my 
generation uni was free, so for me there’s no better way of repaying the favour. 
The best outcome for my bequest would be to advance the achievement of a 
student who may not otherwise be able to do so. The reward for me is to know 
that somehow my bequest has advanced the pursuit of learning.” 

Mr Denis Connell (BA 1973 LLB 1977), Heritage Society member and Arts/Law alumnus
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“When I was awarded the scholarship I was over the moon. The additional 
money made available through the scholarship also means that I can commit 
myself to full-time study, free from some of the financial constraints which 
a commitment to PhD study poses. My research based at the Melbourne 
Graduate School of Education focuses on the way young people in two very 
different socio-economic areas in Melbourne’s southeast suburbs imagine 
themselves and their futures, and also how they consider concepts such as 
community and schooling in a globalising era.” 

Glenn Savage – undertaking a PhD in Education  
Recipient of a William and Kate Herschell Scholarship
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LEAVING A BEQUEST TO THE UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE

Types of bequest 
A bequest is a gift made under a Will. There are two types of bequests:

>	� a residuary bequest, where a donor bequeaths (gives) a portion of the 
donor’s residuary estate (i.e. what remains after all other gifts and costs have 
been paid); or

>	� a specific bequest, where a donor bequeaths a specified sum or an asset 
such as shares, property, or works of art.

How can your bequest help? 
Through your bequest you can specify which part or activity of the University 
you wish your gift to support. Below are some examples of the many possible 
bequests, provided as a guide only. We encourage you to contact the Bequest 
Manager to discuss your particular interests and determine the level of 
support needed to achieve your wishes, as it varies depending on the faculty or 
institution (e.g. Baillieu Library) you wish to support.

Students
A bequest can fund student awards (scholarships, prizes and bursaries) to help 
the University provide educational opportunities for the best and brightest 
students regardless of their financial circumstances, for example:

>	� a scholarship to support a high achieving student in financial need to 
undertake their studies.

>	� a scholarship to give extra incentive to a high-performing research 
student to continue with PhD research into curing a disease or solving an 
environmental issue.

>	� a travelling scholarship to assist a student to study abroad for one semester, 
experiencing other cultures and educational environments.

All bequests to support students make a real difference. Generally, a minimum 
amount of $100,000 is required to establish an endowment in perpetuity and 
smaller amounts may provide an award for a finite period of time.

Faculties and research
A bequest can help to maintain excellent academic standards by funding a 
particular academic position or research program in a specified Faculty or 
Department, for example:

>	 �financial support for a Chair (Professor) can help attract the brightest 
and most creative minds to provide the vision, leadership and drive for 
innovative research at international standards of excellence.
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“I choose to give to the University because I think it is the source of 
knowledge and advancement. Anything that can assist the University to 
advance knowledge – whether through research or education – is important. 
Knowledge is light and where there is light, we can each more understand 
right from wrong.” 

Mrs Sylvia Gelman AM, Heritage Society member
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>	� funding for a particular area of the University’s research including health, 
environmental or social justice issues.

Libraries and Cultural Collections 
A bequest can help preserve, document and make available to students and 
researchers the University’s rich and varied collections of precious historic 
materials, which include books, archives, scientific specimens and apparatus, 
and artworks, for example:

>	� a gift of $50,000 could conserve 10,000 items from our rare and special 
collections for use and enjoyment by future generations, or $100,000 could 
enable the cataloguing of a major collection of rare books or artefacts or 
listing important archival records.

>	� providing support for the acquisition of new items to strengthen our 
libraries and cultural collections. 

Describing the purpose of your bequest 
There are two categories of bequests to the University: 

>	� a bequest for general purposes, where the University will decide which 
projects are to be funded by the bequest, being the projects at the University 
with the greatest priority at the time of the donor’s death; and 

>	� a bequest for a stated purpose, where the donor specifies the particular 
initiative to benefit, such as a particular faculty or department, a student 
scholarship, a lectureship, or a particular area of research.

Bequests to the University for general purposes 
This category of bequest is the most flexible, giving the University the ability 
to decide which projects are funded by your bequest in response to changing 
needs and priorities. For this category of bequest, the following Will clauses are 
suggested as a guide:

I give [insert percentage] of my residuary estate to The University of Melbourne 
ABN 84 002 705 224 of Grattan Street, Parkville Victoria for its general purposes. 

I give [insert dollar amount] to The University of Melbourne ABN 84 002 705 224 
of Grattan Street, Parkville, Victoria for its general purposes. 
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“With the help of the scholarships I was able to obtain my postgraduate 
degree in Psychology 18 months ago, and begin my work as a counsellor at 
the Victorian Aboriginal Health Services. The families of these donors should 
know that, in my case, their generous scholarships have meant that I can 
contribute to the Koori community’s health at the ground level, and that one 
day, I will be helping other young indigenous health practitioners develop 
their own skills.” 

Graham Gee – undertaking a PhD in Behavioural Science and  
the recipient of an Isabella Ina Oldham Scholarship, an Arno Herpe Memorial 
Scholarship and a Truganini Scholarship 

Roy Hardcastle enjoys meeting with a student at the 2008 Heritage Society lunch.
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Bequests to the University for a stated purposes 
A donor may wish to nominate the particular endeavour that will benefit 
from the donor’s bequest. Such bequests must be carefully expressed, to 
ensure that the donor’s wishes can be implemented by the University. For 
this category of bequest, the following Will clauses are suggested as a guide:

I give [insert percentage] of my residuary estate to The University of Melbourne 
ABN 84 002 705 224 of Grattan Street, Parkville, Victoria for [insert purpose]. 

I give [insert dollar amount] of my residuary estate to The University of Melbourne 
ABN 84 002 705 224 of Grattan Street, Parkville, Victoria for [insert purpose]. 

Over time, there will be changes to the content or structure of a particular 
course, and the research priorities of the University will also change. If 
you choose to make a bequest to the University for a stated purpose, the 
University requests that the following provision be included to address the 
possibility that the stated purpose cannot be performed at some future time: 

If at any time the University determines that it is impossible or impracticable to 
carry out the stated purpose then the University may apply the bequest for such 
purpose or purposes as the University determines most closely accords with the 
stated purpose. 

Further information to you and your solicitor can be found at  
www.unimelb.edu.au/trusts, including Will clauses describing bequests 
for various purposes. Where an unusual or complex bequest is proposed,  
the Bequests Manager can arrange further assistance from relevant staff  
at the University (see inside back page).

Creating an Endowment with your Bequest 
A bequest establishes an endowment (or ongoing trust) when the donor 
specifies that, either in perpetuity or for a long period:

>	 the gift is to be invested; and

>	� all or part of the income arising from the gift is to be applied for a stated 
purpose.

If you are considering establishing an endowment, we encourage you to 
speak with the Bequests Manager to ensure your intentions can be met. 
Further information regarding endowments at The University of Melbourne 
can be found at www.unimelb.edu.au/trusts.
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“During my years at the University I interacted with many students and 
gained invaluable insights into their problems and needs. Consequently I 
decided to leave a bequest towards Scholarships, Bursaries and Prizes to 
provide direct benefit to students.” 

Mrs Patricia Petch (Diploma Journalism 1967 BA 1976)  
Heritage Society member and Arts alumna
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The Heritage Society. 
The University welcomes the opportunity to honour and thank donors during 
their lifetime and has established the Heritage Society to acknowledge the 
generosity of those who have made a bequest to the University. 

Members of the Heritage Society are invited to an exciting calendar of events. 
This includes the very popular ‘Morning Tea with an Expert’ series, giving 
members the opportunity to listen to and engage with the University’s 
community of scholars and students, and the Heritage Society Annual Luncheon, 
attended by University leaders, academics, students, and other donors.  

If you decide to make a bequest, we encourage you to advise us of your 
decision so that we can acknowledge your generous contribution and send you 
invitations to all planned events. 

What should I do next and who can I speak to? 
It is highly recommended that you take the opportunity to learn about the 
priorities at the University and how the University can best implement your 
wishes. You can arrange an appointment with the Bequests Manager, who 
will also consult with the relevant Faculty or department, to ensure that your 
proposed bequest can be implemented by the University. 

Please be assured that all discussions are confidential, and you are not  
obliged to follow any particular course of action as a result of any discussion 
with the University. 

Once you have identified the nature and purpose of a proposed bequest with 
the assistance of the Bequests Manager, please consult your solicitor regarding 
preparing a Will incorporating that bequest.  

If you would like to make an appointment or discuss the nature of your 
bequest on the phone please contact: 

Susan Girling-Butcher, Bequests Manager  
Advancement Office, The University of Melbourne

Phone +61 3 8344 1056 
Fax +61 3 9348 0013

Email s.girling-butcher@unimelb.edu.au 
Website www.unimelb.edu.au/alumni/giving/bequests/



Thank you 
If you decide to benefit the University of Melbourne in your Will, please accept 
our most sincere thanks. Your bequest will ensure lasting benefits for future 
generations of students and staff at the University. 

Disclaimers: 
This document does not constitute legal advice. You should consult a solicitor regarding the matters raised in this document. You 
will understand that the University cannot provide advice regarding the legal or taxation aspects of any proposed bequest. Please 
note that financial amounts contained within this document are a guide only at the time of printing.

The University of Melbourne must comply with the Information Privacy Principles of the Information Privacy Act 2000 (Vic) when 
collecting, using or handling personal information. Your details will not be passed on to a third party in breach of privacy laws. The 
University’s privacy policy is available at www.unimelb.edu.au/unisec/privacy.




