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Finding your first 
job and developing 
your career path.

You’ve reached a significant milestone 
with this graduation. The question now is: 
what next? Whether you’ve lined up a job, 
are looking for one, planning a break, or 
considering further study, there are many 
ways you can build on your academic 
achievements and smooth the transition  
to the next stage of your life.

The change from student life to the 
workplace, with its schedules, managers, 
routines and processes, might seem 
daunting, but it’s a road that many alumni 
have travelled already. Coping with this 
transition is always easier when you have 
a helping hand, so staying in the loop with 
alumni groups, events and social occasions 
lets you connect with others in your industry 
or others who may be able to offer advice 
and opportunities.

Of course, not everyone has a job lined 
up straight out of university, but whether 
you are embarking on your first job or still 
looking for employment, you need to be 
flexible, enterprising, innovative, willing to 
grasp opportunity and be passionate about 
what you are doing. Look at your future 
career as an unconfirmed itinerary: first  
jobs often prove to be learning experiences 
that can lead you into unexpected and 
wonderful directions.

your alumni guide

Did you know?

Up to one year after graduation, 
alumni can continue to use Careers  
& Employment’s resource centre 
services, including:

*	�Access to the job e-newsletter packed full with 
job-seeking strategies and career opportunities 

*	�Free careers counselling from a trained 
graduate career specialist

*	�Résumé reviews to help you better focus on 
your job search

*	�Free seminar programs focused on building 
skills to aid your career development

For more information:

w:	www.services.unimelb.edu.au/careers

t:	 +61 3 8344 0100

e:	enquiries-careers@unimelb.edu.au

In person: Level 1, Baldwin Spencer Building, 
corner Tin Alley & Union Road, The University  
of Melbourne

Or download: Wise Up For Work for more  
in-depth content on job seeking.
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Will you stand out from  
the crowd when looking  
for work?

Job hunting takes time. The more effort you put into your job search and in targeting 
your applications, the greater the chance that you will be successful earlier. Review your 
strategies if you receive too many rejections. Often it can be a case of learning to market 
yourself in a more targeted way to each potential employer. Don’t forget that many 
graduate positions may be flooded with hundreds of applications so your application 
really needs to stand out.

We spoke to Claire Ward, Careers Consultant from the Careers and Employment Office 
about key job seeking strategies graduates should be aware of. Claire has seen many 
students go through the job seeking process, having previously worked in both graduate 
and executive recruitment roles for a range of professional organisations.

Set Your Goals & Focus Your Search

There are plenty of different career paths out there, 
so you must be clear which job or industry is for 
you. “Reflect and decide what is important to you, 
then set a goal and work towards it,” Claire suggests.

*	�Be realistic – apply for jobs that are relevant  
to your experience, qualifications and 
transferable skills 

*	�Be flexible – you may be offered a job  
that isn’t exactly in line with your goals. 
“Considering Plan B doesn’t mean you won’t 
ever achieve Plan A; it might just take a little 
longer” Claire remarks.

Toning & Tailoring Your Résumé

Your résumé is a vital tool in your job search.  
It must showcase your strengths and specifically 
illustrate how you are suited to a particular job. 
“I have seen many CVs that were too generic 
and simply didn’t make it to the next round of 
selection,” says Claire. 

*	�Tailor your CV for each job application. 
Highlight which of your qualifications and 
experiences are applicable.

*	�Be sure that there are no typos.  
“There is no excuse for errors,” Claire says.

*	�Keep it up to date. Your résumé should  
evolve as your career, experience and 
achievements expand.

Crafting a Cover Letter

Writing a good cover letter (or email) is crucial. 
It’s the first thing employers see. Claire explains 
that your cover letter allows you to flesh out your 
résumé and to create a picture of yourself and how 
you are suitable for the job.

*	�Tailor each letter to the job you are 
applying for. Don’t send a generic cover  
letter every time.

“Volunteering and internships 
were really important ways 
for me to meet people,  
gain work experience and 
discover what I enjoyed and 
what I was suited to.”

Kate Warren 
BSc Hons 2005, BA(Hons) 2006
Alumna and Assistant Curator, Australian 
Centre for the Moving Image

*	�Highlight the skills and qualifications in  
your résumé that match the requirements  
of the position.

*	��Learn how to address selection criteria,  
which are especially important for higher 
education and government roles.

Look Beyond the Obvious Options

Internet and newspaper job advertisements are 
your first point of enquiry in your job search, but 
there are many other avenues and strategies to 
pursue. The hidden job market becomes more  
and more relevant for recent graduates each year:

*	�Join your professional associations. 
Whether you are an architect or an accountant  
it is a good move.

*	�Keep an eye on professional newsletters, 
business publications and government  
gazettes, which advertise positions that  
aren’t published elsewhere.

*	�Keep in touch with mentors and networks, 
whether social or professional, or alumni 
associations, and make the most of online 
networking sites such as LinkedIn.

*	�Go direct. Approaching companies or 
organisations you would like to work for is a 
great way of finding information, expanding 
your networks and – potentially – finding a job.

*	�Find a part-time or casual job to gain an  
insight into different areas of work and  
learn industry-specific skills.

These are excerpts from Careers and Employment’s 
Wise Up For Work – to read the full-length 
publication please visit www.services.unimelb. 
edu.au/careers/about/sitemap/wiseup.html

www.services.unimelb.edu.au/careers/about/sitemap/wiseup.html
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It’s not just what  
you know, but who 
you know that counts.

Forget about gravity – it’s connections that 
make the world turn around. Learning to 
network can help you keep your finger on 
the pulse and further your career.

At its most basic, networking is about meeting and 
chatting with like-minded people. If you’re looking 
for work, or already in a job, this two-way sharing 
of ideas and information builds connections in 
your industry, gives you a better understanding 
of how your industry functions and alerts you to 
developments and opportunities. 

The key to effective networking is finding 
something in common with others. Joining an 
industry professional association is a quick and 
effective way of building your network. As a 

graduate of the University of Melbourne you 
are automatically a member of a 250,000-strong 
worldwide network, and a range of alumni events 
– from faculty reunions to public lectures, and 
the Melbourne Leadership Series – offer terrific 
opportunities for you to expand your network. 
Creating a profile on LinkedIn is also regarded as 
most effective for online networking.

To make networking really effective you must not 
only seek information and contacts but also pass 
them on. Always remember that networking is a 
two-way process. Claire Ward, careers counsellor 
with Careers & Employment at the University of 
Melbourne, says, “If you pass on information,  
good things come back many times over.”

Have your pitch ready
It’s vital that you can present yourself – who you 
are, your desired job, your anticipated career 
direction – in two or three sentences. Have this 
prepared (practise in front of the mirror!). Keep  
it clear, direct and concise.

Have a business card 
Even if you don’t have a job, create your 
own business card. Include your name, your 
qualifications and your contact details. Always 
have them on hand.

Mingle
It’s easy to talk to people you know, but to be an 
effective networker you need to meet new people. 
Those who are interested in broadening their own 
networks will be receptive to your approach.

Establish a link
Show people how they can connect with you: 
you may have a shared interest, be in the same 
industry, or have studied at the same institution.  
As an alumnus of the University of Melbourne  
you have an immediate point of connection in  
a worldwide community.

Ask & listen
Like any relationship, networking relies on good 
communication, so be ready to ask questions of 
others and pay attention to what they say. 

Play the team game
It’s not all about you. You’ll get more out of your 
network if others contribute to it, so be sure to pass 
on information about others and introduce others. 

Stay in touch
A follow-up email after meeting someone will 
ensure they remember you. A handwritten letter  
is a nice personal touch.

Remember the basics
The most important things to remember when 
networking are common sense and courtesy.  
It’s simple: approach people as you would like 
them to approach you.

Networking in

Easy Steps.
Networking may at first seem 
scary, but it’s really about clear 
communication. A few simple tips 
will help you to be an effective 
communicator and build lasting 
relationships that can provide  
long-term benefits. 

6 your alumni guide
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Learn useful tips and strategies 
from others just like you at  
the Melbourne Leadership series.

The Melbourne Leadership Series is 
a dynamic forum in Melbourne and 
across Asia which provides you with 
the opportunity to gain valuable advice 
from fellow graduates and make useful 
connections with other alumni that could 
help further your career.

Each event brings some of the most 
interesting, entrepreneurial, and successful 
alumni around the world to talk about 
their career to date, the lessons they have 
learned, their achievements, and their 
advice to other graduates in the earlier 
stages of their professional journey.

“My compliments for organising 
interesting and inspirational speakers 
who challenged me to think big 
and outside conventional corporate 
boundaries. Keep up the excellent work 
of engaging with recent graduates.”

Chris Wong 
BGeomEng 2006, BIS 2006

“I loved uni but get a little lost when  
I feel that my areas of study contrast 
with my passions.  
I was encouraged by the fact that these 
enthusiastic graduates were using their 
education and following their passion 
even if it differed substantially from 
the actual topics they studied at uni. 
Six months later, their comments still 
resonate for me.” 

Anna Boin  
BGeomEng 2000, BSc 2000,  
PhD Eng 2008

Recent leadership programs  
have included:

*	Mr Bill Stacey (MBA 1991), Chairman  
of Hong Kong’s leading free-market  
think tank, the Lion Rock Institute

*	Mr Gene Tang BEng(Hons) 1995, BSc 
1996), 2010 National President, Junior 
Chamber of Commerce International 
Hong Kong

*	Mr Chaly Mah (BCom 1977),  
CEO of Deloitte Asia Pacific

*	Dr Derrick Sim (MBA 2002), Franchise 
Director, GlaxoSmithKline Asia Pacific 

*	Monique Conheady (BA/BEng(Hons) 
1998), co-Founder & CEO of Flexicar

*	Ms Chi Oi Meng (BCom 1978),  
Executive Chairperson, Hing Yiap Group

***
The Melbourne Leadership 

Series is expanding!
In 2010 there will be  

events in Melbourne in May 
& September,  

Kuala Lumpur in March, 
and Singapore, Beijing and 

Shanghai in July

***

***
Register to attend at  

www.unimelb.edu.au/
alumni/leadershipseries

***

www.unimelb.edu.au/alumni/leadershipseries

your alumni guide



your alumni guide10 www.unimelb.edu.au/alumni 11

Nurul-Huda Mohamed Afandi
BCom 2001

Now living in Kuala Lumpur and working as an auditor at Petronas 
based in the Petronas Twin Towers, Nurul is an active member of the 
Malaysian alumni association. During her time in Melbourne Nurul was 
president of the Melbourne Uni Overseas Students Service (MUOSS). 

“The experience I gained being active in MUOSS really helped build my 
self-confidence, teamwork spirit, networking and leadership skills. I also 
absolutely enjoyed the freedom and empowerment given to students in 
and outside classes at the University.”

Arron Wood 
BForSci 1997

Profiled in the 2009 Melbourne University Magazine, 
Arron Wood initiated and now runs the highly 
successful Kids Teaching Kids Environmental 
Education Program, which sees thousands of 
students from across Australia and around the 
world coming together each year to study ways of 
saving the environment. Arron has won numerous 
awards for his work, including a Churchill 
Fellowship, the Prime Minister’s Environmentalist 
of the Year Award and Young Australian of the 
Year. At a speaking opportunity on campus 
recently Arron said “Being part of the extensive 
University of Melbourne community means you 
are connected to a network with international 
reach and opportunity. It’s no secret that University 
of Melbourne graduates are leaders in their fields 
and so it is really important to stay in touch with 
emerging news, alumni achievements and a 
myriad of other relevant announcements.”

There are University of Melbourne alumni 
in over 120 countries around the world. 
And you’ll find that their career paths and 
individual pursuits are as diverse as their 
destinations. A degree from the University 
of Melbourne is a great start in your 
career, but with imagination, initiative 
and endeavour your opportunities are 
virtually unlimited. Here’s what some of 
our recent alumni have been doing.

Some alumni 
faces from 
different places. 

Dr Bill Chang
BA/Eng(Hons) 1998, PhD 2005

As a bioinformatics researcher in the Institute 
of Plant and Microbial Biology at Academia 
Sinica in Taiwan, Dr Bill Chang is used to facing 
challenging new biological problems. Dr Chang 
believes his degrees from the University of 
Melbourne equipped him with skills necessary 
to get ahead in this highly competitive field. 

“The engineering course gave me not only 
fundamental engineering theories, but also 
provided me with essential time management 
and problem solving skills,” he said. “Outside 
of studies, the University also provided a lot of 
relaxing and fun activities.”

Kate Denborough 
BDance 1994

A few years after graduating from the Victorian College 
of the Arts (School of Dance), Kate co-founded the 
progressive dance theatre Company KAGE alongside 
Gerard Van Dyck. KAGE performances have won 
Kate industry awards including the Canberra Critics 
Circle Award for Dance and a Green Room Award for 
Female Emerging Artist in Dance. Looking back on 
how her career path has developed, Kate said “One 
of the most significant outcomes of my time spent at 
VCA* was the development of my creative partnership 
with Gerard Van Dyck. While studying together, we met 
and collaborated with many other artists from both the 
music and drama schools and having the opportunity 
to share and learn from a variety of artforms definitely 
informed the style of work that KAGE continues to 
creates today.”

*Since April 2009, now referred to the Faculty of the VCA and Music.

Demie Manolas 
BPDArch 1998, BProp & Construct 2002 
BArch(Hons) 2002

Now working as a graduate architect at BURO 
Architects, Demie enjoys variety and challenge 
of her role. No two days are ever the same, one 
day may involve presenting a schematic design 
proposal to a new client and the next day she’ll 
be outdoors on site liaising with a contractor, 
assessing the progress of construction.“I really 
valued the intimate setting that ABP [Architecture, 
Building and Planning] provided. I established 
close ties with studio friends, across subjects and 
across year levels. For anyone interested in starting 
out in the industry, I would suggest that they talk 
to architects and designers about their work, and 
try to get work experience in a variety of practices. 
This is what I did, and this helped me determine 
which areas and fields I preferred.”

www.unimelb.edu.au/alumni/alumniprofiles
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Over the last five years, 
did you know...?

So, you’ve had your head down, your mind on 
the books, focused on submission dates, essays 
and exams, but what else has been happening  
at the University of Melbourne in recent years?

2005
* �Bio21 Molecular Science and 

Biotechnology Institute, the University’s 
$100 million contribution to Australia’s 
biotechnology R & D effort, opens.

* �The Ian Potter Museum re-opens after 
extensive renovations to the facilities  
(see p. 22 – exclusive curator-led 
exhibition tours for alumni only).

* �Alumni and staff from the Mildura campus 
(operational from 1947-1949) established 
an ongoing fund to provide scholarship 
support to other students from the Mildura 
region attending the University.

2006
* �21-year-old Yao-ban Chan becomes the 

University’s youngest student to graduate 
with a PhD.

* �International student percentage rises to  
24% – from more than 100 countries around 
the world.

* �Nossal Institute for Global Health launched.

* �More focussed alumni program introduced 
with targeted events and new publications.

2007
*	� Numbers of outgoing exchange students 

increased by 18% over 2007. The University  
of Melbourne is now the largest institution  
in Australia for outbound exchange. 

*	 National Centre of Excellence for Islamic Studies 
established at the University (in collaboration 
with Griffith University and the University of 
Western Sydney)

*	 ‘Conversations at Masani’ program launches, 
allowing alumni to debate and discuss with 
leaders from all industry sectors over fine wine 
and food (see p.21 – Conversation at Masani).

2009
* �	New Faculty of Business and Economics 

building, ‘The Spot’, opens.

*	� 42,817 students enrolled, 3,328 academics, 12 
Faculties, 130 countries represented on campus.

*	� Melbourne Leadership Series launches  
in Melbourne, Kuala Lumpur, Hong Kong  
and Singapore (see p.8 – Melbourne  
Leadership Series).

*	� New tailored e-news launches with immediate 
high open rates and readers loving new 
approach to personalised content (see p.29 – 
Alumni Communications).

your alumni guide

2008
* �Melbourne University Football Club celebrates 

its 150th anniversary, just behind Melbourne and 
Geelong as the oldest Australian football club.

* �VCA and Music graduate Julius Avery wins  
short film Jury Prize for Jerrycan at the 61st 
Cannes Film Festival.

*	 First students enrol in the six Melbourne Model 
undergraduate degrees in Arts, Biomedicine, 
Commerce, Environments, Music and Science 
and in a range of professional graduate programs.

*	 �University staff receive seven Australian Learning 
and Teaching Council Citations and two Australian 
Learning and Teaching Council Awards.
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Why don’t you?

*	�Sign up for a University of Melbourne  
‘@alumni.unimelb’ email forwarding address.

*	�Access a range of online journals through the 
University library.

*	�Strengthen your knowledge with a 20% 
discount on single postgraduate subject study.

*	�Listen to Up Close a fortnightly audio talk  
show covering research highlights from 
across all faculties – Up Close gets over 10,000 
downloads each month and has an audience  
in about 80 countries.

*	�Come along to one of the many free public 
lectures and stimulate your intellect.

*	��Take advantage of Melbourne University 
Bookshop’s customer discounts – up to 15%  
on books over $30.

*	�Make use of the hospitality facilities at 
University House.

*	�Join the University Graduates Club, which 
offers reciprocal membership to leading clubs 
around the world.

*	�Come back on campus and stay fit via  
use of the state-of-the-art sports and gym facilities.

*	�View current exhibitions on an exclusive 
curator-led tour at the Ian Potter gallery.

*	�Discuss and debate with industry leaders  
at ‘Conversation at Masani’.

*	�Check out the various cultural collections  
and museums on campus.

*	�Join the Robin Boyd Foundation, entitling  
you to attend and host events at iconic 
architectural premises.

*	��Sign up for your monthly Melbourne Alumni 
e-news, and tailor the content specifically to 
your own interests.

*	�View a vodcast (video podcast) of Visions, 
showcasing life at the University of Melbourne 
across research, learning, teaching, and 
campus, community and cultural activities.

Check out the list below of benefits available to all alumni. 
We hope you are pleasantly surprised.

How will  
U benefit  
by staying 
connected?
Just because you’re leaving us doesn’t 
mean you have to say goodbye. As an 
alumnus of the University you can take 
advantage of a range of professional, 
social, and academic services and benefits.

Provide us with your contact  
details so you can take advantage  

of these benefits! Simply go to  
alumni.online.unimelb.edu.au  

and follow the links or you can  
email us your date of birth, full name,  

email and postal address to  
alumni-office@unimelb.edu.au

***
For benefits specific 

to your faculty of 
graduation head to 

page 32. 

***



Getting ahead in a global world means 
that your colleagues, friends, knowledge 
and networks need to be too. Perhaps 
you are returning to your home country, 
or maybe you are setting out to travel the 
world. You may just have a keen interest 
in a country and want to keep up to date. 
University of Melbourne alumni can be 
found in over 120 countries, with more 
than 17,000 alumni currently living and 
working outside of Australia.

There’s a world of opportunity available 
to you, no matter where you may be.

1716

Your global  
alumni network.

your alumni guide www.unimelb.edu.au/alumni
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How U benefit from linking  
in to your network

Expand your social connections

Gain professional support when  
you move back home

Keep up-to-date on local news

Learn about job opportunities

Gain local business etiquette and  
cultural knowledge

Maintain your Melbourne experience  
and Australian connection

Acquire advice on building your 
international career

Promote what you do to fellow alumni

Source potential staff from the  
alumni pool

Get travel advice from alumni locals

Sydney
Alumni gained exclusive 
access to the Art Gallery of 
NSW, with special curator-led 
tours of popular exhibitions, 
organised by the Sydney 
Alumni Network.

Melbourne
Over 1,000 alumni enjoyed 
an exclusive and free viewing 
of Melbourne Museum’s 2009 
Winter Masterpiece exhibition 
‘A Day in Pompeii’.

Singapore 
25 Singaporean alumni 
competed in the ‘Run for a 
Cause’ Marathon in support  
of a local children’s charity. 

London
Alumni in the UK celebrated the 
70th birthday of Professor Germaine 
Greer (BA (Hons) 1958) at a black 
and white themed dinner held at the 
landmark Haymarket Hotel.

Hong Kong
Young alumni learned how to 
develop a successful leadership 
career sharing insights from 
experienced alumni at the 
Melbourne Leadership Series.

Shanghai 
Shanghai alumni enjoyed a tour 
of a contemporary art gallery 
and a discussion about Art 
Appreciation with Faculty of Arts 
academic Dr Kate McNeill.

Malaysia
The University of Melbourne 
Alumni Association of Malaysia 
commemorated its 20th 
Anniversary with 250 alumni  
at a gala dinner in 2009.

New York 
Renowned alumnus Dr Patrick 
McCaughey, former art critic for The 
Age and former Director of the National 
Gallery of Victoria was guest speaker at 
the annual alumni reception.
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Take advantage of the exclusive alumni 
discounted rate of study through the 
Community Access Program (CAP)

Access library journals online  
and stay on top of emerging  
trends affecting your career.

If you’re a recent graduate you’ll probably have 
no end of memories of the catalogues, corridors 
and dark corners of the University’s libraries. With 
over three million volumes spread over several 
locations, and with collections focused on specific 
academic subjects, the library is a rich repository 
of information that remains valuable to you even 
after you’ve finished studying. 

As an alumnus you’re entitled to concession 
paying membership of the library’s hardcopy 
collection, and you can also take advantage of a 
special rate to access over 5,000 online journals. 

So take advantage and reacquaint yourself with 
the library’s collections whenever you need 
extra information for your career or role in the 
community, or whenever you want to research 
your own pet subject, whether that be marine 
biology, monetary policy or medieval history. 

Being a graduate doesn’t mean that your student 
days are necessarily over. The Community Access 
Program (CAP) allows you to study subjects one at 
a time so you can sharpen your skills and enhance 
your employability.

As an alumnus you can qualify for a 20% discount 
on single-subject study with CAP (www.unimelb.
edu.au/alumni/benefits/cap).

Studying extra subjects with CAP can go a  
long way to advancing your career and 
strengthening your academic record. Or if there 
is just something that has always fascinated you, 
from art history to zoology, then CAP is your ticket 
to life-long learning. 

“I chose to enrol in CAP because I was 
interested in changing careers to Urban 
Planning and wanted to experience a 
subject in this area before enrolling in 
a degree program. To me, studying at 
Melbourne means the opportunity to 
experience first-class teaching in  
a world-class institution.”

Paul Fleckney
Completed the Managing Global City Regions 
subject in 2008. Current Masters of Urban  
Planning student.

“This has been the most wonderful 
initiative of the alumni services that  
I can describe, its value is fantastic,  
and it’s been well utilised these past  
12 months. Thank you so much for this.”

Peter Traynor 
BSc 1981 BSc(Hons)1982

www.unimelb.edu.au/alumni/benefits/capwww.lib.unimelb.edu.au/alumni/index.html

your alumni guide
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Stay in shape with access  
to the Melbourne University  
Sports facilities.

Listen and debate with industry 
leaders at ‘Conversation at Masani’.

Even after you begin the nine-to-five routine of 
working life, Melbourne University Sport (MUS) 
offers you opportunities and facilities to maintain 
body and fitness. Alumni can become members 
of MUS and access facilities at the Beaurepaire 
Centre, which has just had a $5.3 million architect-
designed refurbishment. Fitness membership 
allows unlimited use of sports facilities and 
member rates for all other MUS services and 
facilities. Access membership allows you to hire 
courts and use other services at member rates.

Another way for alumni to stay connected is to 
don the University’s team colours in any of 39 
affiliated sporting, recreational and instructional 
clubs, or to participate in a number of community 
events including the Melbourne Marathon, 
Bicycle Victoria’s Around the Bay in a Day and 
the Australian Corporate Games. Alumni are also 
welcome to attend events such as the Melbourne 
University Cricket Club Breakfast and the Vice- 
Chancellor’s Cup Golf Day.

“I regularly return to Melbourne 
University to undertake training 
at the gym and pool. The 
facilities on campus are of the 
highest standard and easily 
accessible. Whenever possible  
I incorporate training sessions  
at MUS into my program.”
Madeleine Oldfield
BSc 2008MUS’ state-of-the-art facilities include:

*	Strength and Fitness Gym with a variety  
of electronic cardio exercise equipment 
and weight equipment.

*	High-Performance Strength Training 
Venue and Personal Training Studio.

*	Beaurepaire Pool, a 25m indoor  
heated pool.

*	Onsite Relaxation and Sports Massage 
Clinic and Physiotherapy Clinic.

*	Group Fitness programs include  
Yoga, Pilates, Group Cycling  
and Aerobics.

*	Six squash courts.

No surprises that a forum offering fine wines, 
exquisite Italian antipasto, inspiring speakers and 
thought-provoking discussions in the off-campus 
precinct of Carlton has been hugely popular with 
alumni. The Conversation at Masani series was 
created to provide alumni with an opportunity 
to take part in challenging conversation with a 
fellow alumnus in the elegant surrounds of one of 
Melbourne’s finest Italian restaurants. 

The intimate atmosphere of Conversation at 
Masani brings together superb Italian cuisine and 
wines, stimulating company and lively discussion. 
Food for thought, indeed!

Since its inception the series has been a sell-
out success, with alumni in 2009 enjoying an 
opportunity to hear speakers as diverse as:

*	�Dr Berhan Ahmed (PhD 2001), who 
won Victoria’s 2009 Australian of the Year 
award for his work with Melbourne’s African 
communities.

*	�Dr Steven Conte (PhD 2005), winner of the 
2008 Prime Minister’s Literary Award for fiction 
with his debut novel The Zookeeper’s War.

*	�Ms Sally Capp (BCom, LLB(Hons) 1993), 
Victorian Agent-General in London.

*	�Professor Trevor Kilpatrick (MBBS 1982, 
PhD), Director of the Centre for Neuroscience 
at University of Melbourne.

*	�Ms Munya Andrews (LLB 1994), the only 
Indigenous female barrister currently  
practising at the Victorian Bar.

www.unimelb.edu.au/alumni/masaniwww.sports.unimelb.edu.au
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“The Conversation at Masani events 
provide a great opportunity to be 
exposed to amazing individuals who 
have remarkable stories to share. 
Having just graduated in 2008 I felt 
particularly inspired by hearing about 
the obstacles they had faced and what 
they had overcome to achieve what 
they had in their particular fields. I also 
thoroughly enjoy the social side of the 
events – a great opportunity to both get 
together with friends I had studied with 
as well as meet new people.”

Kat Logan
BAnimScMgt 2008
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Expand your horizons 
with the Public Lecture 
Series.

Get your regular dose of culture  
through alumni tours of the  
Ian Potter Museum of Art.

Even with one of the largest collections in Victoria, 
the Ian Potter Museum of Art is about far more 
than just hanging pretty pictures. It is about 
encouraging Melburnians to engage with art not 
only through displays but also through lectures, 
symposia, musical performances, film screenings 
and membership events.

Each year the Potter presents around 16 curated 
exhibitions over three levels in seven exhibition 
spaces. Exhibitions vary in size, format, scope and 
audience – historical and contemporary works in 
diverse media. 

Since 2008 the Potter has extended a warm 
invitation to alumni to attend a series of exclusive 
Director’s Tours. The eagerly attended series is 
organised to provide alumni with the opportunity 
to be guided by an expert curator through six of 
the major exhibitions at the Potter. Tours conclude 
with wine and cheese and the opportunity to 
socialise with fellow alumni and gallery curators.

A university should be a forum for the debate of 
ideas, according to University of Melbourne Vice-
Chancellor Glyn Davis. Fair enough, too. A little 
knowledge is a good thing, but it’s better when it is 
tried and tested by healthy debate. 

This spirit of intellectual and community 
engagement is brought to fruition in the University’s 
free Public Lecture program. A very busy calendar 
of seminars, symposia, lectures and forums that are 
open to the public aims to raise public awareness 
and promote community debate on a range of 
issues of local and global, as well as academic and 
social significance.

Recent public lecture speakers include:

*	Jane Goodall, founder of the Jane Goodall 
Institute and United Nations Messenger of Peace

*	Xanana Gusmao, Prime Minister of East Timor

*	Mary Robinson, former United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights 

*	Morgan Tsvangirai, Prime Minister of 
Zimbabwe

*	Radhika Coomaraswamy, United Nations 
Special Representative of the Secretary  
General for Children and Armed Conflict

*	Kate Gilmore (BSW 1981), Deputy Secretary 
General of Amnesty International

*	Tim Flannery, Environmentalist and Australian 
of the Year in 2007 

*	Peter Doherty, University of Melbourne 
Professor of Immunology and Nobel Prize winner

*	Peter Singer (BA(Hons) 1968, MA 1969), 
Philosopher

*	Malcolm Fraser, former Prime Minister  
of Australia

*	Waleed Aly (BE(Hons) 2002, LLB (Hons) 
2002), author and former member of  
the Islamic Council of Victoria

*	Sir Ninian Stephen (LLB 1949), former 
Governor-General of Australia

“I find these lectures extremely interesting 
and thought-provoking, and also provide 
a renewed sense of attachment to the 
University. I have also been requested 
by other interested alumni to forward 
information about these lectures to them. 
Keep up the good work!” 
Jocelyn Cole (BA 1974, LLB 1976)

www.unimelb.edu.au/public_lectureswww.unimelb.edu.au/alumni/potter

Exhibitions in 2010 include: 

*	Basil Sellers Art Prize 2010  
Register now – Thurs September 16th  
for exclusive alumni tour

The Basil Sellers Art Prize 
encourages a dynamic and 
critical reflection on all 
forms of sport and sporting 
culture in Australia. This 
exhibition will present 
works by contemporary 
Australian artists 
shortlisted for the second 
biannual award, which 
offers $100,000 for a single 
outstanding work of art.

*	Ancient coins of Greece and Rome 
Register now – Thurs November 18th  
for exclusive alumni tour

	 The University of Melbourne has one of the 
largest collections of ancient Greek and 
Roman coins in Australia. This display will 
feature selected coins from the empires 
of the Greco-Roman world, which reveal 
fascinating insights 
into the history and 
society of the time.
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To see beyond the 
obvious, tap into our 
cultural collections.

Come and explore the University of Melbourne’s 
Cultural Collections, which embodies the history 
of many of the academic disciplines taught on 
campus including law, classics, history, languages, 
medicine, dentistry, botany, zoology, physics, fine 
arts, music and engineering. Access rare books and 
manuscripts, paintings, sculptures, photographs, 
scientific apparatus, musical instruments, mineral, 
plant and animal specimens, and ethnographic 
and archaeological artefacts. 

Want to visit an authentic 1847 London pharmacy? 
Interested in lichens or native conifers? Wondering 
what the Communist Party of Australia got up to 
in the ’60s? Fascinated by the works of Byron? You 
will be amazed at the range of collections available 
for you to view

Some highlights:
Special Collections, Baillieu Library

www.lib.unimelb.edu.au/collections/special/

Australiana, Middle Eastern manuscripts, rare 
architectural books, literary collections from Byron 
to Robbie Burns, pamphlets from Revolutionary 
France, and many more...

Medical History Museum 

www.chs.unimelb.edu.au/programs/jnmhu/
museum

Artefacts and documents telling the history of  
the medical school and of the medical profession 
in Victoria.

University of Melbourne Archives

www.lib.unimelb.edu.au/collections/archives

Records of the University, Victorian trade unions, 
wholesalers and retailers, factories and foundries, 
solicitors and architects, and some of Australia’s 
largest mining companies.

University of Melbourne Herbarium

www.botany.unimelb.edu.au/herbarium/ 
index.html

100,000 plant specimens from all major plant 
groups, including fungi, mosses, liverworts, 
lichens, algae, ferns, gymnosperms and flowering 
plants, with an emphasis on Victorian flora.

Map Collections, Baillieu Library

www.lib.unimelb.edu.au/collections/maps/ 
map-historical.html

15,000 rare historic maps from around the world, 
the majority representing Australia; some of 
the earliest cartographic works by explorers of 
Australasia and the Pacific.

www.unimelb.edu.au/alumni 25

www.unimelb.edu.au/culturalcollections/collections/a-zlist.html
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How you can give back and  
make a difference to others.

As an alumnus you are a tangible 
representation of how University study 
opens minds and doors. No doubt various 
people have made a big impact on your life 
and helped you achieve. Now is the time 
to consider how you can have an impact 
on others to help them maximise their 
opportunities and have a great University 
experience. We invite you – and your 
alumni friends to be an ambassador and 
advocate and to get involved.

You might want to give back to The 
University of Melbourne by offering your 
time or talent. Whatever you do you will 
be making a difference to others in a way 
no one else can. You can contribute at any 
stage of your life or career, whether in 
Melbourne or beyond. Here are some of the 
ways to get involved and do something for 
the University of Melbourne community at 
the same time. 

Tell your Melbourne alumni 
friends who may not be in 
touch about the benefits and 
opportunities they can access.

Encourage your alumni  
friends to subscribe to  
alumni communications.

Strengthen alumni networks by:

a)	� Sharing your experiences – 
submit a profile or present  
to alumni

b)	� Contributing your time and 
talent by coordinating or 
contributing to an event

c)	� Attending an event or activity 
– especially when you are in 
a new city or country

d)	� Learn more about the 
Committee of Convocation.

Encourage your employer to look 
to the University of Melbourne 
graduate talent pool when hiring.

Load your MA or PhD thesis 
onto our digital database to 
save storage space and gain 
international research exposure.

Celebrate with us the 
achievements of the Melbourne 
Community – e.g. participate in 
graduations, community sporting 
events or concerts and festivals. 

Serve as an ambassador for the 
University and a supporter of 
higher education as you travel 
through life.

Further your studies at  
the University.

Talk to current students, friends 
and family about your University 
of Melbourne experience.

Volunteer as a mentor to students.

Initiate talks at your workplace to 
create an internship for a student.

Support students through 
scholarships when you are  
ready and able.

Complete the Graduate Destination 
Survey to share your views on a 
national level and drive curriculum 
review/enable student-informed 
review of the curriculum.

Speak to students about your 
experiences and profession.

For Students For Alumni For the University

Keen to stay informed and get 
involved in the future? 

Sign up for your Melbourne 
Alumni eNews for monthly 
updates. Let us know your 
preferred email address 

by contacting us at  
alumni-office@unimelb.edu.au 
or check out the current eNews at 
www.unimelb.edu.au/alumni/

enews/current.html

your alumni guide

www.unimelb.edu.au/alumni/Getinvolved
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The University is an epicentre of academic, cultural and 
business activity, and a busy hub for alumni networks, 
sporting clubs, and careers and social events. We have many 
ways to keep you up-to-date with what’s going on – check 
out our magazine, e-news bulletin, podcasts and vodcasts 
for the latest news, alumni discounts and competitions, 
research and happenings across the University.

Melbourne University Magazine
mag.alumni.unimelb.edu.au

Published annually, Melbourne University 
Magazine (MUM) is the flagship publication 
for alumni and friends, providing a snapshot of 
university, academic and alumni life. With feature 
stories, alumni profiles, discussion and debate, 
MUM will inspire and inform you of the diversity 
and energy, achievements and passions of the 
University community. The online version of MUM 
was launched in 2009 to better serve the interests 
of many of our alumni readers.

Melbourne Alumni eNews
www.unimelb.edu.au/alumni/enews/current.html

As an alumnus, you can now receive a monthly 
personalised e-news bulletin that is jam-packed 
with special offers, events, news and information to 
match your personal interests. The benefit to alumni 
is that you tell us what you want to hear about, 
and Melbourne Alumni eNews will deliver you a 
personalised version based on your requests. Would 
you like to hear about special alumni discounts, 
events and competitions? Interested in climate 
change issues and the environment? Do you have a 
passion for the Arts? These topics and many more are 
among the subjects you can choose to hear about. 

Up Close
www.upclose.unimelb.edu.au

Up Close is a fortnightly audio talk show that 
highlights research and analysis from the University 
of Melbourne. With over 10,000 downloads each 
month, you can expect to learn about important 
and interesting issues across law, humanities, social 
sciences, medicine, and engineering.

Visions
www.visions.unimelb.edu.au

Seeing is believing, and Visions takes you behind the 
scenes of recent events, projects and achievements 
on campus. This fortnightly video magazine covers 
a wide range of topics across arts, sport, science, 
business, environment and architecture.

“I’ve saved myself a lot of time and effort 
by tailoring my bulletin – I now receive 
nothing but the articles I want to read, 
and don’t have to go searching for them. 
It’s been a quick and easy way to stay 
up to date with the issues I’m interested 
in – and I’ve also taken advantage of a 
number of the special offers and events.” 

Andy Michael
BForSc(Hons) 1997

From the newsdesk –  
alumni communications.

Melbourne University
Alumni Magazine

—2009—

“I am very proud to be one of the 
community. Your magazine helps me 
keep feeling that I am still in touch with 
one of the best universities in the world.”

Yi Liu
BCom 2006

Tailor your eNews

As a member of the alumni community, you will 
automatically receive an untailored version of 
Melbourne Alumni eNews each month. Make your 
bulletin relevant to your interests – simply go to 
alumni.online.unimelb.edu.au and follow the links. 

your alumni guide
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Your Faculty benefits.

Stay in 
touch with 
your Faculty.

As well as the many great services, 
events and publications offered across the 
University’s alumni network there are many 
Faculty-specific benefits available. These 
include industry-specific events, networking 
functions and meetings with potential 
employers, as well as offering ways to 
continue your involvement in the University 
through mentorship programs and speaking 
opportunities.

Faculty of Architecture, 
Building and Planning

www.abp.unimelb.edu.au/alumni

Participate 

Every month workshops, lectures and exhibitions 
are hosted by the Faculty in conjunction with 
international and local practises. Various 
networking and career development activities are 
also organised throughout the year. 

To view a schedule of upcoming events and 
register for notifications visit www.abp.unimelb.
edu.au/aboutus/events.

Read about

Atrium is published three times a year, and is 
renowned for combining analytical commentary 
with up-to-date reports on faculty developments. 
To subscribe or view previous editions visit: 
www.abp.unimelb.edu.au/alumni/atrium.

Faculty of Arts 

www.arts.unimelb.edu.au/alumni-and-friends

arts-alumni@unimelb.edu.au

Participate

There is a busy calendar of events, including 
seminars, alumni reunions, and the Dean’s and 
Public Lectures throughout the year. Visit blogs.
unimelb.edu.au/artsnews to read the most  
up-to-date news and views from the Faculty. 
If you would like to volunteer for events the 
Faculty would like to hear from you.

Read about

ARTiculation is published three times a year 
to keep Arts alumni informed of the latest 
developments in the Faculty. Alumni and friends 
of the Faculty can register to receive a copy of 
ARTiculation by forwarding their email address to 
arts-alumni@unimelb.edu.au or by updating their 
details by visiting www.unimelb.edu.au/alumni/
details/updatedetails.html.
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Melbourne School of 
Engineering

www.eng.unimelb.edu.au/alumni/

Participate 

Engineering has a Careers Program Officer who 
provides workshops and one-on-one advice for 
current students and recent graduates. The School 
has a reunion program that will cater to all age 
groups and alumni relations staff are very happy 
to help groups organise their own reunions. 
Volunteers are always being sought to participate 
in the working party for reunions. Alumni are 
also invited to share their experiences with our 
current and future students by providing profiles 
for publications, giving guest lectures, or being 
involved in activities such as Open Day. 

Read about

The Melbourne School of Engineering produces 
a periodical Melbourne Engineering Alumni & 
Friends eNews, designed to keep you up to  
date on what is happening around the School  
and University.

Melbourne School of Land  
and Environment 

www.landfood.unimelb.edu.au/community/
alumni.html

Participate

The Dean’s Lecture Series is a fantastic way to stay 
informed on industry issues and trends. Many 
of the lectures are given by external and highly 
respected speakers. The 2010 program is nothing 
short of impressive with various leading academics 
and industry professionals delivering engaging and 
lively lectures. The School also runs reunions and 
short courses throughout the year.

Read about

Published twice a year, Land & Environment is 
a great way to stay connected to academic and 
professional updates from the Faculty. Often  
many alumni are profiled or asked to comment  
in some way.

Your Faculty benefits.

Faculty of Business  
and Economics

www.fbe.unimelb.edu.au/alumni

Participate

The Faculty has a busy calendar of alumni 
events which includes reunions, young alumni 
get togethers, Alumni Refresher Lecture Series, 
networking opportunities, international 
alumni events and professional development 
opportunities. Many alumni are involved in student 
events and programs, and provide sponsorship for 
events attended by a wide audience. 

Careers Programs

The Faculty also has a well-established mentoring 
program run by the Graduate Careers Centre, 
which many alumni are involved in. 

Read about

Alumni are profiled in the Faculty’s print and 
electronic newsletters and there is a very active 
alumni society (UMCAS), which is responsible 
for contributing to the strategic development and 
execution of the alumni engagement plan. Alumni 
can keep up to date with events through the 
twice yearly newsletter Alumni Matters (www.fbe.
unimelb.edu.au/alumni/newsletter.html) and the 
online newsletter eComm (www.fbe.unimelb.edu.
au/alumni/e_news.html) published bi-monthly.

Melbourne Graduate School  
of Education

www.edfac.unimelb.edu.au/aboutus/
commpart/alumni/

Participate

We run a series of lively, engaging Dean’s Lectures 
throughout the academic year. Delivered by 
internationally renowned experts, these events are 
free of charge and very popular with a wide range 
of education professionals. To find out more, visit: 
www.education.unimelb.edu.au/events 

Read About 

Our 2010 review features highlights from across 
all areas of the Graduate School, and includes 
updates online, visit www.education.unimelb. 
edu.au/aboutus/welcome, or to order a hard 
copy please call our Student Centre on the  
above number.

Below: Photo – David B Simmonds
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Your Faculty benefits.

Faculty of Science 

www.science.unimelb.edu.au/alumni/home

Participate

The Faculty of Science has a global community 
of alumni who are valuable contributors in 
terms of advice, advocacy and support. Alumni 
are encouraged to stay connected, to keep 
us informed of their whereabouts and career 
journeys. There are opportunities for alumni to 
participate in profiling and marketing events such 
as Open Day, visits to secondary schools, the Kick 
Start Your Career Program for undergraduates and 
discipline specific career nights.

Read about

The Faculty shares news with alumni through  
an e-newsletter sent out in April and October. 
BSc and discipline-specific reunions are held 
and assistance from alumni and/or requests from 
alumni to assist with the organising of reunions  
are welcome. Please stay in touch via the  
Science Alumni Relations Office: science-alumni@
unimelb.edu.au.

Faculty of Veterinary Science 

www.muvs.unimelb.edu.au

Participate

The uVet Seminar Series in 2010 is a fantastic way 
to stay connected with the Faculty and learn about 
academic and industry developments. There are 
also a number of reunions held each year.

Read about

Veterinary Science alumni are kept up to date of 
alumni success stories and developments in the 
Faculty through the publication of our newsletter, 
Vetnews, which is available both in electronic 
and printed formats (www.muvs.unimelb.edu.
au/newsletter.php). We also like to showcase 
the successes of our alumni on our Graduate 
Stories web page. If you would like to tell us 
about your journey both in relation to your career 
and personal life, please get in touch. There are 
also opportunities to get involved in promoting 
Veterinary Science to prospective students.  
If you’d like to participate in this, register for a 
copy of Vetnews, or update your details, please 
email vet-alumni@unimelb.edu.au.

Melbourne Law School 

www.law.unimelb.edu.au/go/alumni

Participate 

Stay in touch with your legal speciality through one 
of our 14 research centres, which provide benefits 
such as newsletters for specific areas of interest, 
invitations to seminars and conferences providing 
networking opportunities with guest speakers and 
MLS academic staff, professional development/CLE 
points by attending seminars and conferences, and 
competitions offered exclusively to Melbourne Law 
School students and alumni.

Also take advantage of careers consultations up to 
six months following completion of your degree, 
consider mentoring a first year student, attend 
the dedicated Alumni Careers Evening or JD 
Orientation Evening, a high profile annual event 
that launches the current year’s programme.

Read about

We produce a wide range of printed and online 
publications highlighting current developments, 
research projects, networking opportunities, 
seminars and information on debates in the 
legal field. These include our monthly electronic 
newsletter, biannual magazine and Annual 
Research Report.

Faculty of Medicine, Dentistry 
and Health Sciences

www.mdhs.unimelb.edu.au/community/
alumni_and_friends

Participate 

The Dean’s Lecture Series is a fantastic way to stay 
informed on issues within the education sector. 
Many of the lectures are given by external and 
highly respected speakers. The 2010 program is 
nothing short of impressive with various leading 
academics from around the world presenting their 
thoughts on issues shaping the future of health 
sciences. Alumni are also welcome to attend the 
Annual Medical Society Lecture, as well as join their 
cohort at a reunion organised by the Faculty.

Read about 

Chiron is the annual journal of the University 
of Melbourne Medical Society, in both print 
and electronic format. Cyberpsych is a weekly 
newsletter for graduate students, staff and 
affiliates of the Department of Psychology at the 
University of Melbourne. It contains information 
on events, publications and positions vacant in the 
psychology community both inside and outside 
the University. dent-al is the School of Dental 
Science’s biannual newsletter. It can be viewed 
online or you can have a print copy mailed to you.

Below: Photo – Dr Tich-Lam Nguyen, Chemistry
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Faculty of the VCA and Music 

www.vcam.unimelb.edu.au/alumni.html

Participate

The Faculty of the VCA and Music (VCAM) 
encourages all its alumni to experience our 
extensive calendar of concerts, lectures, master 
classes, exhibitions and performances. Alumni 
can also register with the Artists Booking Service, 
a professional agency catering for a range 
of booking types seeking performing artists 
specialising in classical and contemporary music, 
contemporary dance and choreography, roving 
and street performances, actors, production staff 
and visual artists.

Read about

Stay up to date with VCAM announcements, 
alumni achievements and industry news with 
VCAM eNews. Subscribe at http://cms.unimelb.
edu.au/vcamenews.

Your Faculty benefits.

With its roots planted at the University of 
Melbourne in 1953 as the Union Theatre 
Repertory Company, Melbourne Theatre 
Company has flourished into one of 
the nation’s largest and foremost arts 
companies, and remains a semi-autonomous 
department of the University today. 

MTC offers a range of discount tickets and 
subscription packages to Under 30s.  
Those aged 29 and under can access:
 
$30 Single Tickets
Under 30s Tickets are just $30 for mainstage 
shows, with no restrictions on performance 
dates or times.

Mini Subscriptions 
With MTC’s 3 - 6 Play Packages you can tailor 
your theatre experience to your taste. Under 
30s can see any three plays for $75, that’s 
just $25 per show.

Exclusive Benefits
Sign up to MTC’s Under 30s E-News to receive  
last-minute discounts and special offers.
 
To find out what’s on in 2010 or for more 
information, visit mtc.com.au.

MTC and The University  
of Melbourne

Cheap tickets for Under 30s

The MTC Theatre is located at  
140 Southbank Boulevard, Southbank
mtc.com.au

MTC is a department of the University of Melbourne

Below: 2009 Graduate Exhibition, Margaret Lawrence Gallery. 
Photo – David Hanner
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Use this page to collect messages 
and contact details from your 
Melbourne friends, who are now 
part of your alumni community.

Make sure you stay in touch with us too. Advise us of your contact details by simply visiting 
http://alumni.online.unimelb.edu.au and follow the links, or email us your date of birth, 

full name, email and postal address to alumni-office@unimelb.edu.au




