
UTR6.343 - THE GEOFFREY BLAINEY SCHOLARSHIP FOR HONOURS IN ECONOMIC HISTORY 

Recitals- 

A. On 24 June 2014, Dr R John Leaper, BCom(Hons), MEco (Melb), MA, PhD (Duke University) (‘donor’) gave 
the sum of $205,000 to the University (‘donation’). By memorandum of gift dated 24 June 2014, the donor 
stated- 

‘The gift is for the purpose of establishing and awarding in perpetuity “The Geoffrey Blainey Scholarship for 
Honours in Economic History” … which will be open for award annually to students accepted into the 
Economics honours program within the Faculty of Business and Economics, for research informed by 
Economic History …’. 

B. Clause 8 of the memorandum of gift provided- 

‘To enable the scholarship to be first awarded in 2015, an amount of $5,000 will be deducted from the gift 
for this purpose, and will supplement the net annual income arising in 2014.’ 

B. The donor was chief economist and chief general manager for the National Mutual Life Association of 
Australasia Ltd, prior to starting TLC Aged Care in 1991. Before that the donor taught at the University 
followed by an economic consulting career in the USA and Australia. 

C. The donation honours Professor Geoffrey Blainey BA(Hons), MA, LLD (honoris causa) (Melb), AC, one of 
Australia’s most pre-eminent social and economic historians who has been writing about Australian history 
for more than 50 years.  Not long after graduating from the University, Professor Blainey was commissioned 
to write a history of the institution, and for a decade produced histories of this kind. In 1962, he was 
appointed to a senior lectureship in economic history at the University and from 1968-77 held the chair of 
Economic History. Here he was able to write books of broader scope including: ‘The Rush That Never 
Ended’, ‘The Tyranny of Distance’, ‘The Causes of War’ and ‘The Triumph of the Nomads’. In 1977 he took 
up the Ernest Scott Chair of History, and further major histories followed as well as a television series, ‘The 
Blainey View’, broadcast by the ABC in 1982. He held the chair until 1988 and for six years served as dean 
of the faculty of Arts. He was chairman of the council of Queens College for 18 years.   Professor Blainey 
chaired the Commonwealth Literary Fund, subsequently the Literature Board of the Australia Council, from 
1971, and from 1977-81 he was chair of the Australia Council. He became a regular newspaper columnist. 
Professor Blainey served as inaugural chancellor of the University of Ballarat from 1994-98, was a member 
of the council of the Australian War Memorial and chaired the National Council for the Centenary of 
Federation. He received the prestigious Britannica Award for imparting knowledge in 1988. In 1975 he was 
made an Officer of the Order of Australia and in 2000 became a Companion of the Order.  Professor 
Blainey has continued to produce histories that range across mining and football, business and social life. 
His ‘Short History of the World’ appeared in 2000 and has been translated into many languages. The 
University awarded him a Doctorate of Laws, honoris causa, in 2007. 

D. The University accepted the donation upon the trusts specified by the donor, and the sum of $200,000 from 
the donation therefore became the capital subject to those trusts (‘capital sum’). 

E. This University trust record is the means by which the University records - 

(1) the trusts specified by the donor upon which the University as trustee holds trust property, including 
the capital sum; and 

(2) the administrative arrangements for the implementation and ongoing performance of those trusts, 
as determined by the University from time to time. 

It is provided as follows- 

Name of the fund 

1. The capital sum, all income arising from the capital sum, and any accumulations and additions thereto 
together form a fund called ‘The Geoffrey Blainey Scholarship for Honours in Economic History’ (‘fund’). 
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Investment of the fund 

2. The fund is to be paid into one or more investment common funds and remain there until Council directs 
otherwise. 

Trust terms 

3. As trustee of the fund, the University is obliged by the trusts specified by the donor- 

(1) to establish a perpetual trust; 

(2) to provide that the scholarship will be open for award annually from the net annual income of the 
fund; 

(3) to call each scholarship ‘The Geoffrey Blainey Scholarship for Honours in Economic History’; and 

(4) to award the scholarship to students accepted into the economics honours program within the 
faculty of Business and Economics, for research informed by economic history.  

Administrative arrangements 

4. Until its further determination, and in order to implement the trust terms, the University has determined that- 

(1) each scholarship will be awarded based on the student’s written application; 

(2) each application must include the student’s proposed area of research and clearly demonstrate 
how economic history will inform their research essay; and 

(3) a selection panel comprising the dean of the faculty (or nominee), the head of the department of 
Economics within the faculty (or nominee), and the donor or his nominee, will decide upon the 
recipient. 

5. The dean is authorised to award each scholarship on behalf of the University. 
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