
 
 
 

UTR6.327 - THE HAROLD MACKRELL INDIGENOUS STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP 

Recitals- 

A. By his Will dated 29 March 2010, the late Harold George Mackrell (‘donor’) bequeathed 40 per 
cent of his residuary estate to the University (‘bequest’) for the purposes of establishing and 
managing The Harold Mackrell Indigenous Student Scholarship in accordance with the terms set 
out in clause 5 of his Will, as follows- 

‘5. I DIRECT that the following terms apply to the bequest … :- 

5.1 THE UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE is to provide two scholarships annually to be 
known as THE HAROLD MACKRELL INDIGENOUS STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP 
(“the scholarships”) to Australian Indigenous/Aboriginal students for the purpose of 
assisting them with their living and studying expenses whilst they are students of 
The University of Melbourne. 

5.2 THE UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE is to have absolute discretion in determining 
the following matters: 

(a) The annual amount to be provided to the recipients of the scholarships; 

(b) The selection criteria for the recipients of the scholarships; and 

(c) The administrative process to be followed in managing and administering 
the scholarships. 

5.3 THE UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE is to only apply the capital when the income 
derived is no longer sufficient to provide for the recipients of the scholarships. The 
scholarships will cease to continue once the income and capital have been 
exhausted. 

5.4 THE UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE is to provide each recipient of the 
scholarship a biographical outline of me HAROLD GEORGE MACKRELL. My 
trustees are to draw the said biographical outline and provide same to THE 
UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE. 

5.5 THE UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE is permitted to apply a reasonable portion of 
the funds bequeathed, towards the payment of its administration costs.’ 

B. The donor, who died on 1 April 2012 at the age of 88, was a long-time campaigner for social 
justice.  The donor was born and raised in North Fitzroy, and he served in the Second World War 
as an army medic, celebrating his 21st birthday in New Guinea. On his return to Australia he 
studied Science at the University and worked for the Australian Taxation Office until he retired in 
1984. The donor was a long-time member of the Australian Labor Party, and he served as 
councillor and then mayor of Fitzroy City Council (now the City of Yarra). From 1962 to 2010, he 
opened his home to overseas students studying in Australia. He was also an active member of a 
number of Asian friendship organisations. The donor was awarded the Medal of the Order of 
Australia (OAM) in the Queen’s Birthday honours in 2002 for service to the community of Fitzroy, 
particularly through the provision of welfare services to aged and disadvantaged people, and to 
overseas students through the provision of support services.  The same year he was honoured by 



 
 
 

the Chinese Government with a special gift in recognition of his care of Chinese students for over 
40 years, and awarded City of Yarra Citizen of the Year. 

C. The University received $638,603.72 in satisfaction of the bequest. 

D. The University accepted the bequest upon the trusts specified by the donor, and the bequest 
therefore became the capital subject to those trusts (‘capital sum’). 

E. This University trust record is the means by which the University records - 

(1) the trusts specified by the donor upon which the University as trustee holds trust property, 
including the capital sum; and 

(2) the administrative arrangements for the implementation and ongoing performance of those 
trusts, as determined by the University from time to time. 

It is provided as follows- 

Name of the fund 

1. The capital sum, all income arising from the capital sum, and any accumulations and additions 
thereto together form a fund called ‘The Harold Mackrell Indigenous Student Scholarship’ (‘fund’). 

Investment of the fund 

2. The fund is to be paid into one or more investment common funds and remain there until Council 
directs otherwise. 

Trust terms 

3. As trustee of the fund, the University is obliged by the trusts specified by the donor- 

(1) to establish an endowed trust; 

(2) to award two scholarships annually to Australian Indigenous/Aboriginal students to assist 
them with their living and studying expenses; 

(3) to call the scholarship ‘The Harold Mackrell Indigenous Student Scholarship’; 

(4) to provide each recipient of the scholarship with a biographical outline of the donor; 

(5) to award the scholarships from the income of the fund, unless the income does not allow 
scholarships of sufficient value to be awarded, in which case the capital may be applied 
for the scholarships; 

(6) to provide that the scholarship will no longer be awarded once the capital and income 
have been exhausted; 

(7) to determine the amount of each scholarship, the selection criteria and the administrative 
arrangements for managing and administering the scholarships; and 

(8) to apply a reasonable portion of the bequest towards the payment of administration costs. 
  



 
 
 
Administrative arrangements 

4. Until its further determination, and in order to implement the trust terms, the University has 
determined that- 

(1) the scholarship recipients will be selected by the Indigenous Scholarships and Awards 
Committee (‘committee’); 

(2) the scholarship will be administered by Melbourne Scholarships; and 

(3) in accordance with Council delegations, the chair of the committee (under resolution of the 
Committee) is authorised to award the scholarships on behalf of the University. 
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