
 

UTR6.335 - THE DR REX WILLIAMSON AND FAMILY SCHOLARSHIP 

Recitals- 

A. By memorandum of gift dated 19 December 2013, Rex Haswell Williamson BSc (Melb.) (1945) MSc (Melb.) 
(1947) PhD (Leeds) (1949) (‘donor’) stated his intention to donate the sum of $100,000 before 31 May 2014 
to the University (‘donation’). On 21 January 2014, the donor gave the sum of $50,000 to the University, 
and he gave a further sum of $50,000 on 30 April 2014. By his memorandum, the donor stated- 

‘3.  The gift is for the purpose of establishing the Dr Rex Williamson and Family Scholarship Fund, 
which will enable the Dr Rex Williamson and Family Scholarship to be awarded in perpetuity. The 
income of the fund will fund one or more scholarships for a student or students undertaking the 
degree of Master of Science in organic chemistry at the University. The scholarship is to be 
awarded on the basis of academic results achieved in the third year of the Bachelor of Science 
degree (‘stated purpose’). 

4.  If at any time the University determines that it is impossible or impracticable to carry out the stated 
purpose then the University may apply the income of the trust for such purpose or purposes as the 
University determines most closely accords with the stated purpose. … 

9.  Any unexpended income in any year may be: 

(a) retained as income in which case it will be available in any subsequent year to be applied 
for the stated purpose; or 

(b) added to the capital sum represented by the gift, in which case that unexpended income 
will be forever regarded as capital and will therefore be preserved in the same manner as 
the capital sum represented by the gift.’ 

B. The donor included in the memorandum suggested administrative arrangements for the implementation of 
the trust terms, and proposed a name for the scholarship, as follows- 

‘5.  Administrative arrangements 

Until its further determination, and in order to implement the stated purpose, the University has 
determined -  

(1) one scholarship is to be awarded annually by the Dean of the Faculty of Science on the 
recommendation of the Head of the School of Chemistry;  

(2) each scholarship is to be awarded at the beginning of the degree of Master of Science, 
subject to the recipient’s academic merit from their third year BSc results, as decided by the 
Head; 

(3) in selecting recipients for the scholarship, if two students of equal academic merit are 
nominated, preference / consideration will be given to the student who has experienced 
financial hardship during their undergraduate studies; 

(4) if there are no suitable candidates for the scholarship in a particular year, the Dean can 
determine, on the recommendation of the Head, that the scholarship is not to be awarded. 
… 

10.  Proposed name of award 

The proposed name for each award funded by the gift is "The Dr Rex Williamson and Family 
Scholarship”.  The donor requests that this name be used when describing each award.’ 
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C. The University has decided to adopt the suggested administrative arrangements until its further 
determination, in order to implement the trust terms, and also to name the scholarship ‘The Dr Rex 
Williamson and Family Scholarship’ as requested by the donor.  

D. The donor completed his bachelor of Science degree at the University in 1945, and a master of Science 
degree in 1947. The donor was awarded the Dixson Scholarship, which is governed by UTR6.13, and this 
allowed him to travel overseas to undertake a doctor of Philosophy degree at the University of Leeds in 
England. After completing his PhD in 1949, the donor returned to Australia and joined the Gordon Institute 
of Technology (which in 1974 became Deakin University), where he worked for most of the time as a senior 
lecturer, until his retirement in 1983.  At the Gordon Institute and then at Deakin, Dr Williamson was actively 
involved, not only in teaching and research, but also in planning for Deakin's Waurn Ponds campus, which 
accepted its first student in 1977.   

E. The University accepted the donation upon the trusts specified by the donor, and the donation therefore 
became the capital subject to those trusts (‘capital sum’). 

F. This University trust record is the means by which the University records - 

(1) the trusts specified by the donor upon which the University as trustee holds trust property, including 
the capital sum; and 

(2) the administrative arrangements for the implementation and ongoing performance of those trusts, 
as determined by the University from time to time. 

It is provided as follows- 

Name of the fund 

1. The capital sum, all income arising from the capital sum, and any accumulations and additions thereto 
together form a fund called ‘The Dr Rex Williamson and Family Scholarship’ (‘fund’). 

Investment of the fund 

2. The fund is to be paid into one or more investment common funds and remain there until Council directs 
otherwise. 

Trust terms 

3. As trustee of the fund, the University is obliged by the trusts specified by the donor- 

(1) to establish a perpetual trust; 

(2) to award one or more scholarships for a student or students undertaking the degree of master of 
Science in organic chemistry from the income of the fund; 

(3) to award the scholarship on the basis of academic results achieved in the third year of the bachelor 
of Science degree; 

(4) to provide that any unexpended income in any year may be retained as income for the award of 
scholarships in any subsequent year or added to the trust capital; and 

(5) to provide that if at any time the University determines that it is impossible or impracticable to carry 
out the stated purpose,  the University may apply the income of the trust for such purpose or 
purposes as the University determines most closely accords with the stated purpose. 

Administrative arrangements 
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4. Until its further determination, and in order to implement the trust terms, the University has determined that- 

(1) the scholarship is to be called ‘The Dr Rex Williamson and Family Scholarship’; 

(2) one scholarship is to be open for award annually by the dean of the faculty of Science (‘dean’) on 
the recommendation of the head of the school of Chemistry (‘head’);  

(3) the scholarship is to be awarded to the student commencing a master of Science degree, 
specialising in organic chemistry, who has the highest academic result in the third year of the 
bachelor of Science degree, as determined by the head; 

(4) if two or more eligible students achieved equal academic results in the third year of the bachelor of 
Science degree, preference will be given to the student who has experienced financial hardship 
during their undergraduate studies; and 

(5) if there are no suitable candidates for the scholarship in a particular year, the dean can determine, 
on the recommendation of the head, that the scholarship is not to be awarded. 

5. The dean is authorised to award each scholarship on behalf of the University. 
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