
 

UTR6.310 - THE ALAN GILBERT MOBILITY SCHOLARSHIP 

Recitals- 

A. In 2010 and subsequently, the University conducted a limited public appeal in memory of the late Professor 
Alan Gilbert, to commemorate his contribution to the University and his passion for internationalisation by 
establishing the Alan Gilbert Mobility Scholarship Fund.  

B. An initial contribution of $50,000 was made by the University to establish the fund- 

‘[to] provide assistance  to a student with travel and other costs involved with undertaking one or more 
semesters of study at an overseas institution approved for the purpose by the University’. 

C. The University then invited donations from colleagues and others who worked closely with Alan Gilbert 
during his tenure as Vice-Chancellor. 

D. Professor Alan Gilbert was the Vice-Chancellor of the University from 1996 to 2004.  He died on 27 July 
2010. 

E. Professor Gilbert encouraged the University to extend beyond its physical and figurative boundaries to 
become a truly global institution, welcoming a steadily growing number of international students, extending 
enrolment capacities to accommodate a new and diverse student cohort, and setting a research agenda 
that would reinforce and further promote the University as a high ranking international institution.  To this 
end, Professor Gilbert initiated and was the inaugural Chair of Universitas 21, a global consortium of 
research intensive universities in which Melbourne has continued to maintain a strong presence.  A driven 
policy leader in Australian higher education, Professor Gilbert actively and successfully sought to bridge the 
public funding gap through independently-raised revenue, embarking on courageous and frequently 
controversial programs that saw a rapid increase in full-fee paying international students, research 
commercialisation activities and the establishment of a private arm of the University, Melbourne University 
Private (MUP).  MUP enabled the University to create new places for domestic and international fee-paying 
students alike, and was incorporated back into the structure of the main University when new government 
legislation also allowed the public institution to likewise allocate additional full fee places for domestic 
students.   

F. Professor Gilbert is also remembered for having established the Melbourne Scholarships Program, an 
initiative designed both to attract outstanding high-achieving students, and support students from less 
fortunate circumstances in their studies.  The Student Union Theatre is a recipient of his personal 
benefaction, a gift of $100,000 towards its refurbishment and upkeep.  An enduring legacy of Professor 
Gilbert's tenure was the rapid expansion of the University's physical infrastructure through an ambitious 
building program that extended the campus into South Carlton, establishing the University Square precinct.  
Professor Gilbert is also remembered for his many reforms of the University's management. 

G. The initial contribution by the University became the capital subject to the trusts upon which the fund was 
established (‘capital sum’). 

H. This University trust record is the means by which the University records - 

(1) the trusts upon which the University as trustee holds trust property including the capital sum; and 

(2) the administrative arrangements for the implementation of those trusts, as determined by the 
University from time to time. 

It is provided as follows- 

Name of the fund 
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1. The capital sum, all income arising from the capital sum, and any accumulations and additions thereto 
together form a fund called ‘The Alan Gilbert Mobility Scholarship Fund’ (‘fund’). 

Investment of the fund 

2. The fund is to be paid into one or more investment common funds and remain there until Council directs 
otherwise. 

Trust terms 

3. As trustee of the fund, the University is obliged by the trusts specified on the establishment of the fund 
(‘trust terms’)- 

(1) to establish a perpetual trust; 

(2) to award each scholarship to a student for assistance with travel and other costs undertaking one 
or more semesters of study at an overseas institution approved for the purpose by the University; 
and 

(3) to call each scholarship ‘The Alan Gilbert Mobility Scholarship’. 

Administrative arrangements 

4. Until its further determination, and in order to implement the trust terms, the University has determined- 

(1) to provide that the Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Global Engagement) is to award each scholarship on 
the recommendation of The Alan Gilbert Mobility Scholarship Committee (‘committee’); 

(2) to provide that the committee is to have the following members- 

(a) the manager of Melbourne Global Mobility, 

(b) the manager of Melbourne Scholarships Office or nominee, 

(c) the Academic Registrar or nominee, and 

(d) the Pro Vice-Chancellor (International); 

(3) to provide that the committee is to determine- 

(a) the value of each scholarship, 

(b) the number of scholarships awarded each year, and 

(c) the term of each scholarship; 

(4) to require the committee to take into account beyond good academic standing, the personal 
qualities of the candidates, including their demonstrated leadership capacity, public-spirited 
approach, community engagement, and capacity to benefit from an overseas study experience. 

5. The Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Global Engagement) is authorised to award each scholarship on behalf of the 
University.” 
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