Faculty of Arts

Hebrew and Jewish Studies

The Hebrew and Jewish studies programs are housed within the School of
Languages and Linguistics. Subjects cover arange of interests and are drawn
from programs in history, art history, cinema studies, classics and archaeol-
ogy. Although language study is not aformal component of the major in Jew-
ish studies, students are encouraged to complete a Hebrew studies major
concurrently.

Hebrew was first taught at the University of Melbournein 1946 and continues
to be a significant influence on scholarly thought and the teaching of Hebrew
in Jewish schools and communities throughout Australia. It is the only pro-
gram in Australia that teaches Hebrew language from beginners to advanced
levels and places great emphasis on it as the language of the Bible and the lan-
guage of modern Israel. Students are able to explore a variety of topics that
draw on some of the most comprehensive Hebrew and Jewish archival
resources availablein Australia.

Study of the language is complemented by subjects that explore Jewish cul-
ture, literature and society. Through the study of modern authors and poets,
these subjects aim to provide students with knowledge of the language in con-
temporary contexts and to equip them with skills to undertake critical literary
analysisin both Hebrew and English. The Centre for Jewish History and Cul-
ture maintains formal international arrangements with universities that pro-
vide students with the opportunity to complete some of their studies oversess.
The program leads to an articulated structure of higher degree study and pro-
vides graduates with highly valued and transferable skills in their vocational
pursuits.

The Jewish studies program offers an unparalleled opportunity to study the
development of Jewish civilization from its origins to the contemporary
world. Jewish studiesinvestigates the history, literature, archaeol ogy, philoso-
phy, enthnography and social theory of Jewish society and culture. Students
are encouraged to engage in contemporary debates about ethnicity and iden-
tity, assimilation, exile and Diaspora cultures. Students benefit from the inter-
disciplinary breadth and the opportunity to combine this with options in
Hebrew language study. Jewish studies is conducted in a dynamic environ-
ment by dedicated teaching staff who are able to draw on the resources of one
of the country's leading history programs. Special seminar and public lecture
programs are conducted to promote discussion of issues relevant to the Jewish
community in Melbourne and Australia today.

Time commitment to study

As well as scheduled contact hours for lectures, tutorial and seminars a con-
siderable additional time commitment is needed to complete the academic
requirements of each subject.

A subject-specific time commitment to study will be provided by your lec-
turer or tutor at the beginning of semester to help you schedule your workload
and successfully manage your time during the semester. In addition, general
estimates of the total time commitment required to study a 12.5-point single
semester subject in the Faculty of Arts can be found on page 1.

Language study streams

The School of Languages and Linguistics offers two streams of Hebrew lan-
guage study:
Beginners
The beginners stream is for students who have little or no knowledge
of Hebrew. It is available to students at both first and second year
athough students intending to complete a major will need to com-
mence their language study in their first year.
Intermediate

The intermediate stream is for students who have some knowledge of
Hebrew, but who have not studied Hebrew at VCE level.

Post-VCE

The post-VCE stream is usually only available to students who have
obtained a pass in VCE Hebrew, or its equivalent.
The School of Languages and Linguistics determines the language stream in
which a student is to enrol. Placement is based on VCE results, other lan-
guage study record or a placement test.
Stream enrolment remains provisional until confirmed, but may be altered
according to the student's needs as determined by the School during the first
two weeks of teaching. As far as possible, the School will notify students of
any change to their stream enrolment during the first two weeks of semester.
Where a change is made in the third or fourth week of semester it will be
reported to the Associate Dean (Academic Programs).
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Diploma in Modern Languages (Hebrew)

The Diploma in Modern Languages (DML) enables students to gain a
diploma in language study while completing an undergraduate degree at the
University of Melbourne.

The DML involves a three-year sequence of language study, totalling a mini-
mum of 100 points. It adds one year to the duration of an ordinary degree
course.

The DML (Hebrew) is offered in the beginners, intermediate and post-VCE
streams. Hebrew subjects are taken alongside degree subjectsin an integrated
sequence of study. This must be approved by a faculty course adviser and the
Head of Program, Hebrew studies. See Diploma in Modern Languages (p.15).

Beginners stream

First year Points
183-111 Hebrew 1A (p.3) 125
183-112 Hebrew 1B (p.3) 125
183-130 Introduction to Modern Jewish Culture (p.5) 125
Second year Points
183-113 Hebrew 2A (p.4) 125
183-114 Hebrew 2B (p.4) 125
or
183-115 Hebrew 2C (p.4) 125
183-116 Hebrew 2D (p.4) 125
Third year Points
183-117 Hebrew 3A (p.4) 125
183-118 Hebrew 3B (p.4) 125
or
183-119 Hebrew 3C (p.5) 125
183-120 Hebrew 3D (p.5) 125
and one optional second/third-year subject 125
Intermediate stream
First year Points
183-113 Hebrew 2A (p.4) 125
183-114 Hebrew 2B (p.4) 125
or
183-115 Hebrew 2C (p.4) 125
183-116 Hebrew 2D (p.4) 125
and
183-130 Introduction to Modern Jewish Culture (p.5) 125
Second year Points
183-117 Hebrew 3A (p.4) 125
183-118 Hebrew 3B (p.4) 125
or
183-119 Hebrew 3C (p.5) 125
183-120 Hebrew 3D (p.5) 125
Third year Points
183-400 Hebrew 4A (p.5) 125
183-401 Hebrew 4B (p.5) 125
or
183-402 Hebrew 4C (p.5) 125
183-403 Hebrew 4D (p.5) 125
and one optional second/third-year subject 125
Post-VCE stream
First year Points
183-117 Hebrew 3A (p.4) 125
183-118 Hebrew 3B (p.4) 125
or
183-119 Hebrew 3C (p.5) 125
183-120 Hebrew 3D (p.5) 125
and
183-130 Introduction to Modern Jewish Culture (p.5) 125
Second year Points
183-117 Hebrew 3A (p.4) 125
183-118 Hebrew 3B (p.4) 125
or
183-119 Hebrew 3C (p.5) 125
183-120 Hebrew 3D (p.5) 125
or
183-400 Hebrew 4A (p.5) 125
183-401 Hebrew 4B (p.5) 125
1
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Second year Points
or

183-402 Hebrew 4C (p.5) 125
183-403 Hebrew 4D (p.5) 125
Third year Points
183-400 Hebrew 4A (p.5) 125
183-401 Hebrew 4B (p.5) 125
or

183-402 Hebrew 4C (p.5) 125
183-403 Hebrew 4D (p.5) 125
and one optional second/third-year level subject 125
Optional subjects in the DML (Hebrew)

Second- and third-year Points
Second/Third year

183-210 Israeli Politics and the Jewish World (p.6) 125
183-211 Israeli Film: Society through the Movies (p.6) 125
183-212 Reading the Holocaust (p.6) 125
183-213 Exploring the World of Jewish Literature (p.6) 125
Third year

183-455 Specia Study Research Project (Hebrew) (p.7) 125

Attendance requirement

A threshold requirement for the acceptance of work for evaluation is attend-
ance at al classes. Thisisaminimum of 75 per cent attendance.

Requirements for a major

A major in Hebrew usually consists of 112.5 points comprising:

e threefirst-year subjectsin Hebrew (37.5 points) including 183-130 Intro-
duction to Modern Jewish Culture (p.5); and

« three second-year subjectsin Hebrew (37.5 points) including one optional
subject; and

« three third-year subjects in Hebrew (37.5 points) including one optional
subject.

A major in Jewish studies usually consists of 100 points comprising:

e one first-year subject (183-130 Introduction to Modern Jewish Culture
(p-5)); and

« seven second/third -year subjects from the Jewish studies subjects listed
below (87.5 points).

A major in Jewish studies may or may not include language study in Hebrew.

However, students wishing to undertake combined honours in Jewish studies

must complete two semesters of Hebrew language study or an approved

equivalent within the course of the BA degree. They must also complete a

major in another program.

Diplomain Arts (Jewish Studies)

The Diplomain Arts (Jewish Studies) is only available to students who are
currently enrolled in a degree course at the University of Melbourne. It con-
sists of a three-year sequence of study, and adds one year to the duration of
your degree.

Students must complete 183-130 Introduction to Modern Jewish Culture (p.5)
and 87.5 points of second/third-year subjects selected from the list of Jewish
studies subjects below. Alternatively, students who have completed appropri-
ate background studies at first year may complete 100 points of second/third-
year subjects from the list below.

Jewish studies subjects

Non-language study Sem.
First/second year

183-130 Introduction to Modern Jewish Culture (p.5) 1
Second/third year

183-213 Exploring the World of Jewish Literature (p.6) 1
183-210 Israeli Politics and the Jewish World (p.6) 2
183-211 Israeli Film: Society through the Movies (p.6) 2
183-212 Reading the Holocaust (p.6) N/A
131-052 The Holocaust & Genacide (p.8) 1
131-058 The Rise & Fall of the German Empire (p.8) 1
131-066 The Modern Middle East (p.8) 1
131-069 God Through History (p.8) N/A
131-048 Hitler's Germany (p.7) N/A
131-211 The History of the Arab-Israeli Conflict (p.11) 2
2
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Language study Sem.
First/second year

183-111 Hebrew 1A (p.3) 1
183-112 Hebrew 1B (p.3)

183-128 Beginners Ancient (Biblical) Hebrew A (p.4) N/A
183-129 Beginners Ancient (Biblical) Hebrew B (p.4) N/A
922-126 MCD-Introduction to Biblical Hebrew (p.5) 1
922-127 MCD-Biblical Hebrew (p.6) 2
183-113 Hebrew 2A (p.4) 1
183-114 Hebrew 2B (p.4) 2
183-115 Hebrew 2C (p.4) N/A
183-116 Hebrew 2D (p.4) N/A
First/second/third year

183-117 Hebrew 3A (p.4) 1
183-118 Hebrew 3B (p.4) 2
183-119 Hebrew 3C (p.5) N/A
183-120 Hebrew 3D (p.5) N/A
Second/third year

922-128 MCD-Advanced Biblical Hebrew Reading (p.6) lrep2
Third/fourth year

183-455 Specia Study Research Project (Hebrew) (p.7) lrep2
183-400 Hebrew 4A (p.5) 1
183-401 Hebrew 4B (p.5) 2
183-402 Hebrew 4C (p.5) N/A
183-403 Hebrew 4D (p.5) N/A
Structuring a major in Hebrew

A major in Hebrew studies usually takes one of the following forms.
Beginners stream

First year Sem.
183-111 Hebrew 1A (p.3) 1
183-112 Hebrew 1B (p.3) 2
183-130 Introduction to Modern Jewish Culture (p.5) 1
Second year Sem.
183-113 Hebrew 2A (p.4) 1
183-114 Hebrew 2B (p.4) 2
or

183-115 Hebrew 2C (p.4) N/A
183-116 Hebrew 2D (p.4) N/A
and one optional subject

Third year Sem.
183-117 Hebrew 3A (p.4) 1
183-118 Hebrew 3B (p.4) 2
or

183-119 Hebrew 3C (p.5) N/A
183-120 Hebrew 3D (p.5) N/A
and one optional subject

Intermediate stream

First year Sem.
183-113 Hebrew 2A (p.4) 1
183-114 Hebrew 2B (p.4) 2
or

183-115 Hebrew 2C (p.4) N/A
183-116 Hebrew 2D (p.4) N/A
and

183-130 Introduction to Modern Jewish Culture (p.5) 1
Second year Sem.
183-117 Hebrew 3A (p.4) 1
183-118 Hebrew 3B (p.4) 2
or

183-119 Hebrew 3C (p.5) N/A
183-120 Hebrew 3D (p.5) N/A
and one optional subject

Third year Sem.
183-400 Hebrew 4A (p.5) 1
183-401 Hebrew 4B (p.5) 2
or

183-402 Hebrew 4C (p.5) N/A
183-403 Hebrew 4D (p.5) N/A

and one optional subject
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Post-VCE stream

First year Sem.
183-117 Hebrew 3A (p.4) 1
183-118 Hebrew 3B (p.4) 2

or

183-119 Hebrew 3C (p.5) N/A
183-120 Hebrew 3D (p.5) N/A
or

183-400 Hebrew 4A (p.5) 1
183-401 Hebrew 4B (p.5) 2

or

183-402 Hebrew 4C (p.5) N/A
183-403 Hebrew 4D (p.5) N/A
and

183-130 Introduction to Modern Jewish Culture (p.5) 1
Second year Sem.
183-117 Hebrew 3A (p.4) 1
183-118 Hebrew 3B (p.4) 2

or

183-119 Hebrew 3C (p.5) N/A
183-120 Hebrew 3D (p.5) N/A
or

183-400 Hebrew 4A (p.5) 1
183-401 Hebrew 4B (p.5) 2

or

183-402 Hebrew 4C (p.5) N/A
183-403 Hebrew 4D (p.5) N/A
and one optional subject

Third year Sem.
183-400 Hebrew 4A (p.5) 1
183-401 Hebrew 4B (p.5) 2

or

183-402 Hebrew 4C (p.5) N/A
183-403 Hebrew 4D (p.5) N/A
and one optional subject

Optional subjects

Optional subjects in the Hebrew studies major Points
Second/third-year subjects

183-210 |Israeli Politics and the Jewish World (p.6) 125
183-212 Reading the Holocaust (p.6) 125
183-212 Reading the Holocaust (p.6) 125
183-213 Exploring the World of Jewish Literature (p.6) 125
Third/fourth-year subject

183-455 Specia Study Research Project (Hebrew) (p.7) 125

Combined honours entry

Currently there is no pure honours program in Hebrew or Jewish studies.
However, combined honours is available in Jewish studies. This means that
students must combine fourth-year honours in Jewish studies with another
area of study in the Faculty of Arts at the University of Melbourne.

The prereqguisites for entry to combined honoursin Jewish studies are:
« completion of al the requirements for the BA; and

* completion of a major in Hebrew studies or a major in Jewish studies
which must include two semesters of Hebrew language study; and

e an average grade of H2B or higher over the second/third-year subjects
within the mgjor; and

» admission to honoursin another program within the Faculty of Arts.

For information on how to apply see Applying for Honours (p.13).

Combined honours requirements

Students undertaking combined honours in Jewish studies and another pro-

gram must complete:

e 183-518 Hebrew and Jewish Studies Thesis (37.5 points); and

* two honours subjects in Jewish studies chosen from the list below (total-
ling 25 points); and

» three honours subjects in the combining discipline (totalling 37.5 points).

or

» honours thesis in the combining discipline (37.5 points); and

* two honours subjects in the combining discipline (totalling 25 points);
and

 three honours subjects in Jewish studies (totalling 37.5 points).
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Students should note that they are encouraged to complete at least one semes-
ter of Hebrew language study at intermediate or advanced level (12.5 points)
intheir first semester of honours study. Consult the list of language study sub-
jects above and Hebrew and Jewish Sudies (p.1).

Fourth-year honours subjects Sem.
183-453 Literature of Destruction (p.7) 2
183-454 Jerusalem in Jewish Literature (p.7) N/A
183-455 Specid Study Research Project (Hebrew) (p.7) lrep2
131-450 Remembering the Holocaust (p.17) 2
Note: additional fourth-year level subjects are available with the

approval of the convener of Jewish studies and the Associate
Dean (Academic Programs).

Studying overseas

Suitably qualified students may include subjects completed at an accredited
overseas university as part of the second/third-year component of their Jewish
studies major. Formal arrangements exist with the Rothberg International
School of the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, the Tel Aviv University Lowy
School for Overseas Students and the Oxford One-Year Program in Jewish
Studies. In certain cases, financial assistance for overseas study may be
arranged in consultation with the program convener. Interested students
should consult the Faculty of Arts Office regarding credit and the Interna-
tiona Centre for application forms and information on the programs.
Students proceeding to overseas study must have the permission of the Direc-
tor of Jewish studies and the Faculty of Arts before commencing their over-
seas study. See Sudying overseas for credit (p.4).

Further study

The Jewish studies program leads to an articulated structure of higher degree
study and provides graduates with highly valued and transferable skills in
their vocational pursuits.

Career opportunities

Graduates who have majored in Hebrew studies have found employment as
teachers, academics, trandlators, interpreters, writers, journalists, editors and
in various areas of the public service and professions serving local Jewish
communities.

For more information

Dr Dvir Abramovich

School of Languages and Linguistics
Room 250, Old Arts Building

The University of Melbourne
Victoria 3010

Tel: + 61 3 8344 3789

Web: http://www.hebrew.unimelb.edu.au

Language subjects

183-111 Hebrew 1A

Note: Formerly available as 109-001 and 109-128. Students who have com-
pleted 109-001/128 are not eligible to enrol in this subject. Students com-
mencing amajor in Hebrew studies with this subject must also complete 183-
130 Introduction to Modern Jewish Culture (p.5) at first year.

Availability: 1st and 2nd year

Credit points: 12.5

Coordinator: Dr Dvir Abramovich

Contact: Three hours of lectures and a 1-hour tutorial per week (Semester 1).
Description: This subject covers the basic word formation and syntax of
Modern Hebrew, as well as reading, writing and simple conversation. Stu-
dents should also gain an historical perspective of the language. Students who
complete the subject should have a sufficient grasp of Modern Hebrew gram-
mar, vocabulary and syntax to be able to read simpler modern texts; and an
ability to conduct basic conversation and write short assignments.
Assessment: Written work totalling 2000 words. Exercises 40%, ora test
10%, and an end of semester exam 50%.

183-112 Hebrew 1B
Note: Formerly available as 109-002 and 109-129. Students who have com-
pleted 109-002/129 are not eligible to enral in this subject.

Availability: 1st and 2nd year

Credit points: 12.5

Coordinator: Dr Dvir Abramovich
Prerequisites: 183-111 Hebrew 1A (p.3)
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Contact: Three hours of lectures and a 1-hour tutorial per week (Semester 2).
Description: In this subject, students revise the basic elements covered in
semester one, continue with word formation, reading, writing and simple con-
versation. Students are introduced to more complex grammar and syntax as
well as an historical perspective of the language. On completion, students
should have a sufficient grasp of modern Hebrew grammar, vocabulary and
syntax to be able to read simpler modern texts; and an ability to conduct basic
conversation and write short assignments.

Assessment: Written work totalling 2000 words. Exercises 30%, oral test
30%, and an end of semester exam 40%.

183-113 Hebrew 2A

Note: Formerly available as 109-131. Students who have completed 109-131
are not eligible to enrol in this subject. Students commencing a major in
Hebrew studies with this subject must also complete 183-130 Introduction to
Modern Jewish Culture (p.5) at first year.

Availability: 1st and 2nd year

Credit points: 12.5

Coordinator: Dr Dvir Abramovich
Prerequisites: 183-112 Hebrew 1B (p.3)

Contact: Three hours of |lectures and a 1-hour practical class per week
(Semester 1).

Description: This subject includes an advanced study of the fundamentals of
Hebrew. The subject involves the enrichment of vocabulary; reading of sim-
plified literature; and conversational and written communication. Grammati-
cal features of Modern Hebrew are explained and reinforced by drills and
exercises. Students should end the semester with a sufficient grasp of modern
Hebrew grammar, conjugations of tenses, declensions and syntax to be able to
read and understand simplified Hebrew newspapers or literary texts and write
about them; and an ability to conduct conversation and write short assign-
ments.

Assessment: Written essays totalling 1000 words 30% (commencing at the
beginning of semester and due at the end of semester), an oral exam 10% (at
the end of semester), four class exercises 20% (commencing at the beginning
of semester and due at the end of semester) and a written examination 40%
(due at the end of semester).

183-114 Hebrew 2B

Note: Formerly available as 109-132. Students who have completed 109-132
are not eligible to enrol in this subject.

Availability: 1st and 2nd year

Credit points: 12.5

Coordinator: Dr Dvir Abramovich

Prerequisites: 183-113 Hebrew 2A (p.4) or an approved equivalent.

Contact: Three hours of lectures and a 1-hour practical class per week
(Semester 2).

Description: This subject includes an advanced study of the fundamentals of
Hebrew, focusing on enrichment of vocabulary and conversational and writ-
ten communication. Grammatical features of Modern Hebrew are explained
and reinforced by drills and exercises. Students should complete the subject
able to read simplified Hebrew literature and write about it.

Assessment: Written essays totalling 1000 words 30% (commencing at the
beginning of semester and due at the end of semester), an oral exam 10% (at
the end of semester), four class exercises 20% (commencing at the beginning
of semester and due at the end of semester) and a written examination 40%
(due at the end of semester).

183-115 Hebrew 2C

Note: Formerly available as 109-113. Students who have completed 109-113
are not eligible to enrol in this subject.

Availability: 1st and 2nd year

Credit points: 12.5

Prerequisites: 183-111 Hebrew 1A (p.3) and 183-112 Hebrew 1B (p.3) or
equivalent approved by subject coordinator.

Semester: Not Offered

Description: This subject focuses on developing the skills of reading, writing
and conversing in Hebrew, with emphasis on grammatical structure and
expansion of vocabulary. It features advanced work on speaking and creative
writing, through reading of contemporary newspapers, magazines, short sto-
ries and poetry and enables students to build their vocabulary. On completion
students should have an in-depth knowledge of the verb systems, and a suffi-
cient grasp of the language to alow them to read and understand simplified
Hebrew newspapers and literary texts. Students should also be able to conduct
conversation and compose short assignments.

Undergraduate Studies

183-116 Hebrew 2D

Note: Formerly available as 109-114. Students who have completed 109-114
are not eligible to enrol in this subject.

Availability: 1st and 2nd year

Credit points: 12.5

Prerequisites: 183-111 Hebrew 1A (p.3) and 183-112 Hebrew 1B (p.3) or
equivalent approved by subject coordinator.

Semester: Not Offered

Description: This subject focuses on developing the skills of reading, writing
and conversing in Hebrew, with emphasis on grammatical structure and
expansion of vocabulary. It features advanced work on speaking and creative
writing, through reading of contemporary newspapers, magazines, short sto-
ries and poetry and enables students to build their vocabulary.

183-128 Beginners Ancient (Biblical) Hebrew A

Note: Formerly available as 109-118. Students who have completed 109-118
are not eligible to enrol in this subject.

Availability: 1st and 2nd year

Credit points: 12.5

Semester: Not Offered

Description: This subject teaches students to read Ancient Hebrew of the bib-
lical period. It covers word formation, grammatical concepts, and the reading
of simple texts. Students are introduced to the historical developments of the
language up to the present time and the historical background to the texts
read. The aim is for students to acquire the elements of the grammar, syntax
and vocabulary of Ancient Hebrew, and attain reading skills, sufficient to
begin reading simple texts.

183-129 Beginners Ancient (Biblical) Hebrew B

Note: Formerly available as 109-119. Students who have completed 109-119
are not eligible to enrol in this subject.

Availability: 1st and 2nd year

Credit points: 12.5

Prerequisites: 183-128 Beginners Ancient (Biblical) Hebrew A (p.4) or an
approved equivalent.

Semester: Not Offered

Description: In this subject, students revise the basic elements covered in
semester one, continue with word formation and are introduced to more com-
plex grammar and syntax, as well as some of the issues involved in interpret-
ing an ancient language. Increasingly difficult texts of various genres are read,
including some inscriptions of the biblical period. By the end of the subject,
students should have a sufficient grasp of the language to read biblical texts
with the assistance of reference works.

183-117 Hebrew 3A

Note: Formerly available as 109-006. Students who have completed 109-006
are not eligible to enrol in this subject. Students commencing a major in
Hebrew studies with this subject must also complete 183-130 Introduction to
Modern Jewish Culture (p.5) at first year.

Availability: 1st, 2nd and 3rd year

Credit points: 12.5

Coordinator: Dr Dvir Abromovich

Prerequisites: 183-116 Hebrew 2D (p.4) or VCE Hebrew or an approved
equivalent.

Contact: Two hours of lectures and two hours of practical classes per week
(Semester 1).

Description: This subject involves the study of modern Hebrew literary texts
and modern conversational idiom and grammar. Students should gain an
enriched knowledge of the language through the use of modern Hebrew liter-
ature, and of the modern idiom spoken in Israel today, including its vocabu-
lary, grammar and syntax. The subject should prepare students for a broader
ranger of expertise.

Assessment: Written essays totalling 1500 words 40% (commencing at the
beginning of semester and due at the end of semester), an oral exam 10% (at
the end of the semester), and a written examination 50% (at the end of semes-
ter).

183-118 Hebrew 3B

Note: Formerly available as 109-007. Students who have completed 109-007
are not eligible to enrol in this subject.

Availability: 1st, 2nd and 3rd year

Credit points: 12.5

Coordinator: Dr Dvir Ambromovich

Prerequisites: 183-117 Hebrew 3A (p.4) or an approved equivalent.
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Contact: Two hours of lectures and two hours of practical classes per week
(Semester 2).

Description: This subject involves the study of modern literary texts and
modern conversational idiom and grammar. Students should complete the
subject with an enriched knowledge of the language through the use of mod-
ern Hebrew literature, of the modern idiom spoken in Israel today, including
its vocabulary, grammar and syntax. The subject should prepare students for a
broader range of expertise.

Assessment: Written essays totalling 1500 words 40% (commencing at the
beginning of semester and due at the end of semester), an oral exam 10% (at
the end of semester), and awritten examination 50% (due at the end of semes-
ter).

183-119 Hebrew 3C

Note: Formerly available as 109-008. Students who have completed 109-008
are not eligible to enrol in this subject. Students commencing a major in
Hebrew studies with this subject must also complete 183-130 Introduction to
Modern Jewish Culture (p.5) at first year.

Availability: 1st, 2nd and 3rd year

Credit points: 12.5

Prerequisites: 183-116 Hebrew 2D (p.4) and a corequisite cultural subject or
V CE Hebrew or an approved equivalent.

Semester: Not Offered

Description: In this subject students will study modern Hebrew literary texts,
conversational idiom and grammar. At the completion of this subject students
should have an enriched knowledge of the language through the use of mod-
ern Hebrew literature, the modern idiom spoken in Israel today, including its
vocabulary, grammar and syntax, and be prepared for a broader range of
expertise.

183-120 Hebrew 3D

Note: Formerly available as 109-009. Students who have completed 109-009
are not eligible to enrol in this subject.

Availability: 1st, 2nd and 3rd year

Credit points: 12.5

Prerequisites: 183-119 Hebrew 3C (p.5) or an approved equivalent.
Semester: Not Offered

Description: This subject focuses on modern Hebrew literary texts, and mod-
ern conversational idiom and grammar. At the completion of this subject stu-
dents should have an enriched knowledge of the language through the use of
modern Hebrew literature, of the modern idiom spoken in Israel today and its
vocabulary, grammar and syntax, and be prepared for a broader range of
expertise.

183-400 Hebrew 4A

Note: Formerly available as 109-015 or 150-347/447. Students who have
completed 109-015 or 150-347/447 are not €ligible to enrol in this subject.
Availability: 3rd and 4th year

Credit points: 12.5

Coordinator: Dr Dvir Abramovich

Prerequisites: Two of 183-117 Hebrew 3A (p.4), 183-119 Hebrew 3C (p.5),
183-120 Hebrew 3D (p.5), or any one of 183-401 Hebrew 4B (p.5), 183-402
Hebrew 4C (p.5) or 183-403 Hebrew 4D (p.5) or permission of subject coor-
dinator.

Contact: Three hours of lectures and a 1-hour tutorial (Semester 1).

Description: This subject involves the study of advanced modern literary
texts, including the study of contemporary Hebrew writers in prose and
poetry, modern conversational idiom and newspaper and academic articles.
Creative writing in Hebrew is also introduced. On completion of the subject
students should have acquired a knowledge of advanced literary texts in
Hebrew. Students' reading skills and understanding of advanced scientific and
academic articles and essays are further developed to enrich their knowledge
of the modern written and spoken idiom in Isragl today.

Assessment: Written essays totalling 3000 words 50% (due throughout the
semester), atranslation test 10% (at the end of semester), and a written exam-
ination 40% (at the end of semester).

183-401 Hebrew 4B
Note: Formerly available as 109-016 or 150-348/448. Students who have
completed 109-016 or 150-348/448 are not eligible to enrol in this subject.

Availability: 3rd and 4th year
Credit points: 12.5
Coordinator: Dr Dvir Abramovich

Prerequisites: Completion of any Hebrew 3 sequence (ie. A & B, C & D) or
one of 183-400 Hebrew 4A (p.5), 183-402 Hebrew 4C (p.5) or 183-403
Hebrew 4D (p.5), or permission of subject coordinator.
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Contact: Three hours of lectures and a 1-hour tutorial per week (Semester 2).
Description: This subject involves the study of advanced modern literary
texts, including contemporary Hebrew writers in prose and poetry, modern
conversational idiom, and newspaper and academic articles. Creative writing
in Hebrew is aso introduced. Students should complete the subject with the
ability to read and understand advanced scientific and academic articles and
essay’s.

Assessment: Written essays totalling 3000 words 50% (due mid-semester
and at the end of semester), a written examination 40% (at the end of semes-
ter), and atranglation test 10% (at the end of the semester).

183-402 Hebrew 4C

Note: Formerly available as 109-017/402. Students who have completed 109-
017/402 are not eligible to enrol in this subject.

Availability: 3rd and 4th year

Credit points: 12.5

Prerequisites: Two of 183-117 Hebrew 3A (p.4), 183-119 Hebrew 3C (p.5),
183-120 Hebrew 3D (p.5), or any one of 183-401 Hebrew 4B (p.5), 183-400
Hebrew 4A (p.5) or 183-403 Hebrew 4D (p.5) or permission of subject coor-
dinator

Semester: Not Offered

Description: This subject focuses on advanced modern literary texts, includ-
ing study of contemporary Hebrew writers in prose and poetry, modern con-
versational idiom and newspaper and academic articles. At the completion of
this subject students should have read, and possess an understanding of,
selected advanced scientific and academic articles and essays.

183-403 Hebrew 4D

Note: Formerly available as 109-018 and 109-403. Students who have com-
pleted 109-018/403 are not eligible to enrol in this subject.

Availability: 3rd and 4th year

Credit points: 12.5

Prerequisites: Two of 183-117 Hebrew 3A (p.4), 183-119 Hebrew 3C (p.5),
183-120 Hebrew 3D (p.5), or any one of 183-401 Hebrew 4B (p.5), 183-402
Hebrew 4C (p.5) or 183-400 Hebrew 4A (p.5) or permission of subject coor-
dinator

Semester: Not Offered

Description: This subject focuses on advanced modern literary texts, includ-
ing study of contemporary Hebrew writers in prose and poetry, modern con-
versational idiom, and newspaper and academic articles. At the completion of
this subject, students should have read, and have acquired an understanding
of, selected advanced scientific and academic articles and essays.

Optional subjects

First/second-year subjects

183-130 Introduction to Modern Jewish Culture

Note: Formerly available as 109003 and 109130. Students who have com-
pleted 109003-130 are not eligible to enrol in this subject. This subject is
offered as a stand-alone first/second year subject or in conjunction with
Hebrew 1A, 2A or 3A for students commencing a major in Hebrew studies.
Availability: 1st and 2nd year

Credit points: 12.5

Coordinator: Dr Dvir Abramovich

Contact: Two 1-hour lectures and a 1-hour tutoria per week (Semester 1).
Description: This subject is an intensive introduction to contemporary Jewish
culture, with an emphasis on the key events, ideas, figures and movements
that have shaped Jewish history and Jewish identity. The course presents stu-
dents with a wide ranging survey of topics, including the traditional sources
of Judaism, the formation of Jewish identity, the origins of anti-Semitism, the
birth and impact of Zionism, Aliyah and the Jewish community in Palestine,
therevival of the Hebrew language, the rise of Nazism and the Holocaust, the
establishment of the state of Israel and the social and political factors that
shaped early Jewish statehood. Students will encounter a selection of short
stories, poems, songs, newspaper articles, critical documents and audio-visual
materials to gain a better sociological, cultural, political and literary under-
standing of the topics explored.

Assessment: Two essays total ling 4000 words 80% (due mid-semester and at
the end of semester), and class participation and presentation which includes
team assignments 20% (commencing at beginning of semester and continuing
to the end of semester).

922-126 MCD-Introduction to Biblical Hebrew
Note: This subject is available to high-achieving students on a cross-institu-
tional (complementary course) basis for credit towards the Bachelor of Arts.
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It is taught by the United Faculty of Theology (UFT) and Whitley College
(Whitley) as part of the Melbourne College of Divinity. Specia entry applica-
tion and enrolment arrangements apply. Students must contact the Faculty of
Arts Student Support Centre for application forms and further details. This
subject is offered as part of atwo subject sequence, the second being 922-127
MCD-Biblical Hebrew (p.6).

Availability: 1st and 2nd year

Credit points: 12.5

Coordinator: Dr H Wallace & Dr M Brett

Contact: A 2-hour lecture and a 1-hour tutorial per week (Semester 1).
Description: This subject is an introduction to Biblical Hebrew. It covers
some essentia elements of the grammar of Biblical Hebrew and introduces
some basic vocabulary. It introduces students to aspects of translation of Bib-
lical Hebrew as well as the main lexical aids. On completion of the subject
students should be able to trand ate basic nominal and verbal sentences; have
mastered about 150 basic words in Biblical Hebrew; and be able to read
Hebrew script well.

Assessment: Written work totalling 4000 words comprising: weekly exer-
cises and tests 50%, and a two hour examination 50% (at the end of the
semester).

Prescribed texts: P Broughton, Biblical Hebrew Grammar, Whitley College
1991.

922-127 MCD-Biblical Hebrew

Note: This subject is available to high-achieving students on a cross-institu-
tional (complementary course) basis for credit towards the Bachelor of Arts.
It is taught by the United Faculty of Theology (UFT) and Whitley College
(Whitley) as part of the Melbourne College of Divinity. Specia entry applica-
tion and enrolment arrangements apply. Students must contact the Faculty of
Arts Student Support Centre for application forms and further details.
Availability: 1st and 2nd year

Credit points: 12.5

Coordinator: Dr H Wallace & Dr M Brett

Prerequisites: 922-126 MCD-Introduction to Biblical Hebrew (p.5) or equiv-
aent.

Contact: A 2-hour lecture and a 1-hour tutorial per week (Semester 2).
Description: This subject continues the introduction to Biblical Hebrew
begun in Semester 1. It covers further elements of grammar and vocabulary
and consolidates tranglation skills by focusing on the Book of Ruth. On com-
pletion of the subject students should be able to translate basic prose texts of
the Hebrew Bible; have mastered about 500 basic words in Biblical Hebrew;
be able to read the Hebrew script well; and be able to discuss elementary
points of grammar and textual criticism.

Assessment: Written work totalling 4000 words comprising: weekly exer-
cises and tests 30%, a 1000 word exegetical paper 30%, and atwo hour exam-
ination 40%.

Prescribed texts: P Broughton, Biblical Hebrew Grammar, Whitley College
1991.

Second/third-year subjects

183-212 Reading the Holocaust
Availability: 2nd and 3rd year
Credit points: 12.5

Prerequisites: Any two arts subjects or permission of the Head of the School.
This subject does not presuppose knowledge of Hebrew.

Semester: Not Offered

Description: This subject will explore the ways in which fiction and poetry
have confronted the Holocaust through the various complex responses to the
Holocaust by both Israeli and diaspora authors. Students will read a collection
of texts as a means to understanding the techniques, strategies, language,
symbolism and perspectives that have dominated Shoah memories. Students
will also examine second generation literature through the work of young
writers determined to continue the legacy of literary reflection that began with
the survivors. On completion of the subject students should have an under-
standing of the impact of the Holocaust on various genres of literature includ-
ing contemporary writers, and be familiar with modes and methodologies of
literary analysis.

183-213 Exploring the World of Jewish Literature
Note: Formerly available as 150-252/352. Students who have completed 150-
252/352 are not eligible to enrol in this subject.

Availability: 2nd and 3rd year
Credit points: 12.5
Coordinator: Dr Dvir Abramovich

Undergraduate Studies

Prerequisites: Usually 12.5 points of first year Arts subjects or permission of
the subject coordinator.

Contact: A 2.5-hour seminar per week (Semester 1).

Description: This subject involves a review of Jewish literature from the
Enlightenment to the present, featuring a variety of authors, genres and texts.
One of the themes of the subject is the exploration of the role of metaphor,
biblical and modern, within Jewish literature, with particular attention to the
sacrifice of Isaac and other biblical metaphors. Students will also explore
issues of Jewish literary bilingualism, and the representation of women and of
non-Jewish figures in Jewish literature. Students should complete the semes-
ter with an understanding of the development of modern Hebrew and Jewish
literature.

Assessment: Written essays totalling 4000 words 80% (due during the
semester), and class participation throughout the semester 20%.

183-210 Israeli Politics and the Jewish World

Note: Formerly available as 109-210. Students who have completed 109-210
are not eligible to enrol in this subject.

Availability: 2nd and 3rd year

Credit points: 12.5

Coordinator: Dr Dvir Abramovich

Prerequisites: Usually 12.5 points of Arts subjects or permission of the sub-
ject coordinator.

Contact: Two hours of lectures and a 1-hour tutorial per week (Semester 2).

Description: This course will examine and focus on Isragl's politics, society
and culture, with special attention to Jewish communities beyond Israel and
their ethnic and religious diversity. Among the topics considered will be
assimilation, secular-Orthodox tensions, the Law of Return, the evolution of
the orthodox, reform and conservative religious movements, the Ashkenazi
and Sephardi dispute, the Rabin assassination, post-Zionism and Holocaust
denial. Also considered will be the implications of these events and factors
for Judaism and Israel in the 21st century. The course will engage a number of
significant Jewish thinkers and their critical and theoretical reflections on
present and future perspectives, aswell as short stories, prose, poetry newspa-
per and magazine articles, films and music. At the end of the course students
should possess a critical understanding of current cultural, social and political
trends and issues.

Assessment: Written assignments totalling 4000 words 80% (due throughout
the semester), and class participation and team exercises 20% (throughout the
semester).

183-211 Israeli Film: Society through the Movies
Note: Formerly available as 109-211. Students who have completed 109-211
are not eligible to enrol in this subject.

Availability: 2nd and 3rd year

Credit points: 12.5

Coordinator: Dr Dvir Abramovich

Contact: A 2-hour lecture and 1-hour tutorial per week (Semester 2).

Description: Through the medium of film, this subject examines the history
and contemporary trends of Israeli cinema as they reflect both social and cul-
tural issuesin the country. By screening Isragli films, the course aimsto intro-
duce students to this genre that reflects many aspects of political and social
life in Israel, including the difficulties and conflicts within this society. An
introductory lecture will precede each viewing and following the film a dis-
cussion will be held regarding the content of the film and the issues it raises.
Some of the themes for discussion include the individual, gender, ethnicity,
Israeli Arab relations, Holocaust representations, masculinity, the Israeli
ethos of collectivism and unity in the pioneer community and the army, the
re-evaluation of national myths in the 1970s and the 1990s, coming of age,
the desire for peace during the Rabin era and following his assassination.

Assessment: Written assignments totalling 4000 words 90% (due mid-end
semester), and class participation throughout the semester 10%.

922-128 MCD-Advanced Biblical Hebrew Reading

Note: This subject is available to high-achieving students on a cross-institu-
tional (complementary course) basis for credit towards the Bachelor of Arts.
It is taught by the United Faculty of Theology (UFT) and Whitley College
(Whitley) as part of the Melbourne College of Divinity. Specia entry applica-
tion and enrolment arrangements apply. Students must contact the Faculty of
Arts Student Support Centre for application forms and further details. Stu-
dents must enrol in this subject for both semester one and semester two.
Availability: 2nd and 3rd year

Credit points: 12.5

Coordinator: Dr Howard Wallace

Prerequisites: 922-127 MCD-Biblical Hebrew (p.6) or equivalent.
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Faculty of Arts

Contact: A 1.5-hour lecture per week for both semester one and semester two
(Semester 1, repeat 2).

Description: This subject will help students who have a basic understanding
of Biblical Hebrew grammar to consolidate their knowledge of the language
and develop their translation skills. A variety of texts from the Hebrew Bible
will be read.

Assessment: A 1000 word paper 40%, and a 2-hour examination 60%.
Prescribed texts: K Elliger & W Rudolph (eds), Biblia Hebraica Stuttgarten-
sia, Stuttgart.

Third/fourth-year subjects

183-455 Special Study Research Project (Hebrew)

Note: Formerly available as 109-455. Students who have completed 109-455
are not eligible to enral in this subject. Students are not permitted to enrol in
this subject at both third year and fourth year.

Availability: 3rd and 4th year

Credit points: 12.5

Coordinator: Dr Dvir Abramovich

Prerequisites: Completion of 37.5 points of second/third year Jewish studies
for third year. Admission to the postgraduate diploma or fourth year com-
bined honours in Jewish studies for fourth year. Approval of the subject coor-
dinator is also required.

Contact: Regular meetings with the supervisor over one semester  (Semester
1, repeat 2).

Description: Thisis a specia research project based on a subject taken previ-
ously or concurrently. It gives third year students with a strong interest in a
particular area the opportunity to extend and deepen their knowledge of the
topic, sharpen their critical facultiesin relation to source material and second-
ary literature, and acquire substantial skills in planning and executing a
research project. The subject will suit committed and highly motivated stu-
dents who wish to pursue an independent project in preparation for fourth
year.

Assessment: A research essay of 4000 words for 3rd year students and 5000
words for 4th year studentsin Hebrew or English on a prescribed topic in con-
sultation with the supervisor 100% (due at the end of semester).

Fourth-year subjects

183-518 Hebrew and Jewish Studies Thesis

Availability: 4th year

Credit points: 37.5

Coordinator: Dr Dvir Abramovich

Prerequisites: Admission to the postgraduate diploma or fourth year com-
bined honoursin Jewish studies. Prospective students should contact the coor-
dinator during the semester preceding that in which they wish to commence,
ie. September for students wishing to start in semester one and May for stu-
dents wishing to commence in semester two.

Contact: Regular meetings with the supervisor over two consecutive semes-
ters of enrolment (Semester 1, repeat 2).

Description: A topic in Hebrew language, literature or another appropriate
topic in Hebrew/Jewish studies selected in consultation with the supervisor.
Assessment: A 10 000 word thesis in Hebrew or a 12 000 word thesis in
English on an approved topic 100% (due in the second semester of enrol-
ment).

183-453 Literature of Destruction
Note: Formerly available as 109-019 or 109-453. Students who have com-
pleted 109-019 or 109-453 are not eligible to enrol in this subject.

Availability: 4th year
Credit points: 12.5
Coordinator: Dr Dvir Abramovich

Prerequisites: Admission to the postgraduate diploma or fourth year com-
bined honours in Jewish studies.

Contact: A 2-hour seminar per week (Semester 2).

Description: This subject involves the advanced study of Jewish literary texts,
classical, medieval and modern, with specia concern for the theme of
destruction and literary representations of and responses to catastrophe.
Attention is also given to major topics in the critical tradition of reading Jew-
ish texts. Contemporary Holocaust literature forms a substantial component
of the subject, including the work of writers such as Primo Levy, Elie Wiesel
and David Grossman. Students should complete the subject with a deeper and
more extensive understanding of the character of Jewish literature through the
ages; and have developed critical skillsin its analysis and interpretation.
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Hebrew and Jewish Studies

Assessment: A written essay of 5000 words 65% (due mid-semester) and a
20-minute ora presentation 35% (due mid-late semester).

183-454 Jerusalem in Jewish Literature

Note: Formerly available as 109-020 and 109-454. Students who have com-
pleted 109-020 or 109-454 are not eligible to enrol in this subject.
Availability: 4th year

Credit points: 12.5

Prerequisites: Admission to the postgraduate diploma or fourth year com-
bined honoursin Jewish studies.

Semester: Not Offered

Description: This subject involves the advanced study of Jewish literary texts
- classical, medieval and modern - with special concern for the theme and lit-
erary representations in poetry and in prose, of the Heavenly and the Earthly
Jerusalem. Attention is also given to mgjor topics in the critical tradition of
reading Jewish texts. Students will encounter contemporary authors and poets
such as A Oz, A B Yehoshuaand Y Amichai. On completion of the subject
students should have acquired a deeper and more extensive understanding of
the character of Jewish literature throughout its history; and have developed
critical skillsin its analysis and interpretation.

131-450 Remembering the Holocaust
See full subject details on page 17.
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