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American Studies

Convener: Dr David Goodman (School of Historical Studies)
The American Studies program is coordinated by the School of Historical
Studies, home of one of the leading history programs in Australia. The impor-
tance of the United States in the contemporary world and the richness and
diversity of American scholarship make American Studies a stimulating and
practical choice for many students. The Program provides students with an
interdisciplinary perspective on American society, culture, history and poli-
tics. Students have the opportunity to enrich their academic experience by
studying on location in Boston and New York with the popular subject 131-
018 Searching for the American Dream (p.5). Students of American Studies
are in an excellent position to explore a variety of career pathways that will
draw on the analytical and research knowledge gained in American Studies.
Students interested in expanding their interests and knowledge in this area are
provided with an articulated structure of higher degree options at Melbourne.
American Studies focuses on the historical and contemporary frameworks
within which American politics, society and culture has developed. American
studies subjects are offered within the disciplines of history, English, art his-
tory, cinema studies, political science and the Australian Centre.

Time commitment to study
As well as scheduled contact hours for lectures, tutorial and seminars a con-
siderable additional time commitment is needed to complete the academic
requirements of each subject.
A subject-specific time commitment to study will be provided by your lec-
turer or tutor at the beginning of semester to help you schedule your workload
and successfully manage your time during the semester. In addition, general
estimates of the total time commitment required to study a 12.5-point single
semester subject in the Faculty of Arts can be found on page 1.

Prerequisites
The American studies program commences in second year. The general pre-
requisite for entry is the completion of 50 points of first year from any area of
study within the Faculty of Arts.
Please note that you should choose your first-year subjects carefully to ensure
that you have the appropriate prerequisites for the areas of study that offer the
subjects within the program.

Diploma in Arts (American Studies)
The Diploma in Arts (American Studies) is only available to students who are
currently enrolled in a degree course at the University of Melbourne. It con-
sists of a three-year sequence of study, and adds one year to the duration of
your degree. Students must complete the recommended first year subject 131-
145 USA Today: Society, Culture, Identity (p.4) and 87.5 points of second/
third year American studies subjects below. Alternatively, students who have
completed appropriate background studies at first year may complete 100
points of second/third-year subjects from the list below.

Requirements for a major
A major in American studies usually consists of eight 12.5 point subjects,
totalling 100 points. It comprises:
• one first-year subject in any area of study (12.5 points); and
• a minimum of five second/third-year subjects (62.5 points) from the list of

core subjects; and
• the remainder from the list of core or optional subjects.
The first-year 131-145 USA Today: Society, Culture, Identity (p.4) is recom-
mended for students intending to take American studies at second and third
year.

American studies subjects
The following subjects are part of the American studies program. Students
must consult the relevant area of study entries in this Handbook to make sure
that they meet the prerequisites, if any, for these subjects.

Other subjects with significant American content taught within the Faculty of
Arts may be taken with prior approval of the Course Coordinator and the
Associate Dean (Academic Programs).
The following subjects can be taken at fourth year as part of combined hon-
ours in American studies.

The following subjects contain significant American content. They may be
taken as part of the combined honours program in American studies on the
condition that:
a) students identify themselves to the coordinator of the unit as American
studies honours students; and
b) students undertake to write their major piece of assessment for the subject
on American topics.

Combined honours entry
Currently, there is no pure honours program in American studies. This means
that students must combine fourth-year honours in American studies with
another discipline.
The prerequisites for entry to combined honours in American studies are:
• completion of all the requirements for the BA;
• completion of a major in American studies;
• an average grade of H2B or higher over the second/third-year subjects

within the major; and
• admission to honours in another program within the Faculty of Arts.
For information on how to apply see Applying for Honours (p.13).

Combined honours requirements
Students undertaking combined honours in American studies and another dis-
cipline must complete:
• 131-537 American Studies Thesis (p.1); and
• two honours subject in American studies from the list above (25 points);

and
• three honours subjects in the combining discipline (37.5 points).
or
• an honours thesis in the combining discipline (37.5 points); and
• two honours subjects in the combining discipline (25 points); and
• three honours subjects from the list above (37.5 points).

For more information
Dr David Goodman
School of Historical Studies
Third Floor, John Medley Building
The University of Melbourne
Victoria 3010
Tel: +61 3 8344 5963
Email: d.goodman@unimelb.edu.au
Web: http://www.history.unimelb.edu.au

Fourth-year subjects

131-537 American Studies Thesis
Availability: 4th year

First year Sem.

Recommended subject
131-145 USA Today: Society, Culture, Identity (p.4) 1

Second/third year Sem.

Core subjects
107-270 The 1950s: Film, Perfection & Propaganda (p.5) N/A
131-079 Slavery & Freedom: US History 1790-1900 (p.9) 1
131-018 Searching for the American Dream (p.5) 2
131-080 American Modern: USA 1890-1990 (p.10) 2
131-220 Rebels and Revolution in Latin America (p.11) 2

131-236 The USA & the World:Democracy and Empire (p.12) 1
166-016 American Politics and Society (p.3) 1
166-214 US Scandals from Watergate (p.6) 2
Optional subjects
102-003 Australia and America (p.2) 1 rep 2
106-022 City Cultures: Urban Stories (p.4) 2
106-033 Writing After Empire (p.6) 2
107-076 Contemporary Hollywood Cinema (p.2) 1
107-081 Genre Study (p.3) 2
107-083 Film Noir: Style and History (p.3) 2
107-267 The Cinema of Martin Scorsese (p.4) N/A
107-269 The Musical: From Hollywood to Bollywood (p.4) N/A
131-210 Total War: Asia & the Pacific 1931-1952 (p.10) Summer

Third/fourth year and fourth year Sem.

Art history
107-466 Contemporary Culture: Art in New York (p.6) N/A
History
131-416 Current Themes in American History (p.16) 2
131-458 American Nation (p.18) N/A
131-462 Reading African-American History (p.18) 1

Second/third year Sem.



The University of Melbourne Handbook 2005  Undergraduate Studies

2 Automatically generated for web-edition October 31, 2006 10:43 pm

Credit points: 37.5
Coordinator: Dr David Goodman
Prerequisites: Admission to fourth year combined honours in American
studies.
Contact: Regular contact with the supervisor over two consecutive semesters
of enrolment (Semester 1, repeat 2).
Description: An approved thesis topic will be selected in consultation with
the convenor of American studies.
Assessment: A thesis of 12 000 words 100% (due at the end of the second
semester of enrolment).

131-458 American Nation
See full subject details on page 18.
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