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Swedish

The Swedish Section at the University of Melbourne was established in 1962.
It is the sole provider of tertiary level studies in this area in Australia. The
department fosters a friendly and attractive atmosphere for study, offering
close student-teacher contact in small classes that play an important role in
effective learning. Academic staff are involved in research projects with col-
leagues in Sweden that focus on modern spoken Swedish. Students are
encouraged to study part of their degree overseas as a means of enriching
their undergraduate experience. Excellent opportunities for exchanges exist in
Sweden, including Lund University, a member of Universitas 21. Graduates
of Swedish are presented with a variety of prospective career pathways that
draw on the analytical and research knowledge gained in this area of study.
Alternatively, students interested in further expanding their interests and
knowledge in Swedish are provided with an articulated structure of higher
degree study at the University of Melbourne.
Swedish is the study of the language and literature of Sweden and Scandina-
vian communities. The department offers a single stream of Swedish lan-
guage study that is suitable for students who have little or no prior knowledge
of the language. Swedish language skills offer access to the rich world of
Swedish culture and experience as well as the literature of Scandinavia in
general.

Requirements for a major
A major in Swedish usually consists of 125 points comprising:
• four first-year subjects in Swedish (37.5 points); and
• three second-year subjects in Swedish (37.5 points); and
• four third-year subjects in Swedish (50 points).
A major must include the following subjects:
• 126-070 Advanced Swedish A (p.2) (12.5 points); and
• 126-071 Advanced Swedish B (p.2) (12.5 points).

Diploma in Modern Languages (Swedish)
The Diploma in Modern Languages (DML) enables students to gain a
diploma in language study while completing an undergraduate degree at the
University of Melbourne.
The DML usually involves a three-year sequence of language study, totalling
a minimum of 100 points. It adds one year to the duration of an ordinary
degree course.
The DML (Swedish) is offered in the beginners stream. Swedish subjects are
taken alongside degree subjects in an integrated sequence of study. This must
be approved by a Faculty of Arts course adviser and the Head of the German
and Swedish Studies Department. See Diploma in Modern Languages (p.12).

Structuring a major
A major usually takes the following form:

Honours
There is no honours program in Swedish in the Bachelor of Arts degree.
There is, however, a Master of Arts preliminary program available.

Career opportunities
Graduates of the Bachelor of Arts who have majored in Swedish have found
employment in teaching, the media, theatre, the public service, diplomacy,
tourism and commerce.

For more information
Department of German and Swedish Studies

School of Languages
The University of Melbourne
Victoria 3010
Tel: +61 3 8344 5204
Web: http://www.german-swedish.unimelb.edu.au

Language subjects

126-144 Beginners Swedish A
Note: Formerly available as 126-060. Students who have completed 126-060
are not eligible to enrol in this subject.
Availability: 1st and 2nd year
Credit points: 6.25 HECS-band: 1
Coordinator: Dr Catrin Norrby
Corequisites: 126-145 Beginners Swedish B (p.1).
Contact: A 1-hour language laboratory and a 1-hour conversation class per
week (Semester 1).
Description: This subject is an introduction to the Swedish language. It
focuses on spoken Swedish in everyday situations, and includes listening
comprehension, pronunciation and conversation. Students will acquire skills
through intensive language training in the language laboratory as well as
through dialogues and other conversational exercises in the classroom. On
completion of the subject students should be able to express themselves in a
limited range of everyday communicative situations, and have achieved the
level of competence required for admittance to 126-146 Beginners Swedish C
(p.1) and 126-147 Beginners Swedish D (p.2).
Assessment: A 15-minute oral examination, listening and comprehension
tests and vocabulary tests totalling 1000 words.
Prescribed texts: U Göransson & M Parada, På svenska. Lärobok.

126-145 Beginners Swedish B
Note: Formerly available as 126-061. Students who have completed 126-061
are not eligible to enrol in this subject.
Availability: 1st and 2nd year
Credit points: 12.5 HECS-band: 1
Coordinator: Dr Catrin Norrby
Corequisites: 126-144 Beginners Swedish A (p.1).
Contact: Four hours of language classes per week (Semester 1).
Description: This subject is an introduction to the Swedish language. It
focuses on the acquisition of basic reading and writing skills, with emphasis
placed on vocabulary and on the basic principles of grammar. Students will
develop an understanding of the structure of Swedish so that they can read
and write simple texts in Swedish. On completion of the subject students
should have achieved the level of competence required for admittance to 126-
146 Beginners Swedish C (p.1) and 126-147 Beginners Swedish D (p.2).
Assessment: A 2-hour written examination, regular language tests and
assignments totalling 2000 words.
Prescribed texts: U Göransson & M Parada, På svenska. Lärobok. • U
Göransson & M Parada, På svenska. Studybook.

126-146 Beginners Swedish C
Note: Formerly available as 126-062. Students who have completed 126-062
are not eligible to enrol in this subject.
Availability: 1st and 2nd year
Credit points: 6.25 HECS-band: 1
Coordinator: Dr Catrin Norrby
Prerequisites: 126-144 Beginners Swedish A (p.1) and 126-145 Beginners
Swedish B (p.1).
Corequisites: 126-147 Beginners Swedish D (p.2).
Contact: A 1-hour language laboratory and a 1-hour conversation class per
week (Semester 2).
Description: This subject builds on skills acquired in 126-144 Beginners
Swedish A (p.1). It focuses on spoken Swedish in everyday situations, and
includes listening comprehension, pronunciation and conversation. Students
will acquire skills through intensive language training in the language labora-
tory as well as through dialogues and other conversational exercises in the
classroom. This subject will give students an expanded vocabulary so that by
the end of the subject they can express themselves in an increasing number of
everyday communicative situations. On completion of the subject students
should have achieved the level of competence required for admittance to 126-
064 Intermediate Swedish A (p.2) and 126-065 Intermediate Swedish B (p.2).
Assessment: A 15-minute oral examination, listening and comprehension
tests and vocabulary tests totalling 1000 words.
Prescribed texts: U Göransson & M Parada, På svenska. Lärobok.

First year Points

126-144 Beginners Swedish A (p.1) 6.25
126-145 Beginners Swedish B (p.1) 12.5
126-146 Beginners Swedish C (p.1) 6.25
126-147 Beginners Swedish D (p.2) 12.5

Second year Points

126-064 Intermediate Swedish A (p.2) 6.25
126-065 Intermediate Swedish B (p.2) 12.5
126-066 Intermediate Swedish C (p.2) 6.25
126-067 Intermediate Swedish D (p.2) 12.5

Third year Points

126-070 Advanced Swedish A (p.2) 12.5
126-071 Advanced Swedish B (p.2) 12.5
Two optional subjects (25 points).
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126-147 Beginners Swedish D
Note: Formerly available as 126-063. Students who have completed 126-063
are not eligible to enrol in this subject.
Availability: 1st and 2nd year
Credit points: 12.5 HECS-band: 1
Coordinator: Dr Catrin Norrby
Prerequisites: 126-144 Beginners Swedish A (p.1) and 126-145 Beginners
Swedish B (p.1).
Corequisites: 126-146 Beginners Swedish C (p.1).
Contact: Four hours of language classes per week (Semester 2).
Description: This subject builds on skills acquired in 126-145 Beginners
Swedish B (p.1) and focuses on the further development of reading and writ-
ing skills. Students will extend their vocabulary and increase their ability to
apply basic grammatical principles in writing and will further develop their
understanding of the structure of Swedish. In addition, students will develop a
basic understanding of formal and colloquial registers of Swedish and their
contextual use. On completion of the subject students should have achieved
the level of competence required for admittance to 126-064 Intermediate
Swedish A (p.2) and 126-065 Intermediate Swedish B (p.2).
Assessment: A 2-hour written examination, regular language tests and
assignments totalling 2000 words.
Prescribed texts: U Göransson & M Parada, På svenska. Lärobok.. • U
Göransson & M Parada, På svenska. Studybook. • A Lindgren, Emil i Lön-
neberga.

126-064 Intermediate Swedish A
Availability: 1st and 2nd year
Credit points: 6.25 HECS-band: 1
Coordinator: Dr Catrin Norrby
Prerequisites: 126-144 Beginners Swedish A (p.1), 126-145 Beginners
Swedish B (p.1), 126-146 Beginners Swedish C (p.1), 126-147 Beginners
Swedish D (p.2) or equivalent.
Corequisites: 126-065 Intermediate Swedish B (p.2).
Contact: Two hours of language classes per week (Semester 1).
Description: This subject builds on skills acquired in Beginners Swedish, and
focuses on the spoken language in particular. Students will acquire communi-
cative skills to express themselves in different types of situations, and will
also gain an increased understanding of spoken Swedish in a variety of con-
texts. Emphasis will also be placed on the structure of Swedish so that stu-
dents will speak Swedish with an increasing level of ease and correctness. On
completion of the subject students should have achieved the level of compe-
tence required for admittance to 126-066 Intermediate Swedish C (p.2) and
126-067 Intermediate Swedish D (p.2).
Assessment: A 15-minute oral examination, oral presentations and compre-
hension tests totalling 1000 words.
Prescribed texts: Materials will be available from the department.
Various authors, Svenska mål. An Intermediate Reader.

126-065 Intermediate Swedish B
Availability: 1st and 2nd year
Credit points: 12.5 HECS-band: 1
Coordinator: Dr Catrin Norrby
Prerequisites: 126-144 Beginners Swedish A (p.1), 126-145 Beginners
Swedish B (p.1), 126-146 Beginners Swedish C (p.1), 126-147 Beginners
Swedish D (p.2) or equivalent.
Corequisites: 126-064 Intermediate Swedish A (p.2).
Contact: Four hours of language classes per week (Semester 1).
Description: This subject builds on skills acquired in Beginners Swedish, and
focuses on reading, writing, vocabulary and grammatical structure, making
use of a number of different types of texts. Thereby, students will gain an
increased understanding of Swedish in an extended variety of written con-
texts. Students will expand their vocabulary to a moderate level of complexity
in the speaking, aural understanding, reading and writing of Swedish. On
completion of the subject students should have achieved the level of compe-
tence required for admittance to 126-066 Intermediate Swedish C (p.2) and
126-067 Intermediate Swedish D (p.2).
Assessment: A 2-hour written examination, regular language tests and
assignments totalling 2000 words.
Prescribed texts: Materials will be available from the department
Various authors, Svenska mål. An Intermediate Reader. • Various authors,
Svenska mål. Grammar and Vocabulary Exercises.

126-066 Intermediate Swedish C
Availability: 1st and 2nd year

Credit points: 6.25 HECS-band: 1
Coordinator: Dr Catrin Norrby
Prerequisites: 126-064 Intermediate Swedish A (p.2), 126-065 Intermediate
Swedish B (p.2).
Corequisites: 126-067 Intermediate Swedish D (p.2).
Contact: Two hours of language classes per week (Semester 2).
Description: This subject is a continuation of 126-064 Intermediate Swedish
A (p.2), and focuses on the spoken language. Students will acquire communi-
cative skills to express themselves in a greater number of situations, as well as
gaining an increased understanding of spoken Swedish in various contexts.
Emphasis will also be placed on the structure of Swedish so that students will
speak Swedish with an increasing level of correctness and situational appro-
priateness. On completion of the subject students should have achieved the
level of competence required for admittance to 126-070 Advanced Swedish A
(p.2).
Assessment: A 15-minute oral examination, oral presentations and compre-
hension tests totalling 1000 words.
Prescribed texts: Materials will be available from the department
L Moodysson, Show me love (F-ing Amål).

126-067 Intermediate Swedish D
Availability: 1st and 2nd year
Credit points: 12.5 HECS-band: 1
Coordinator: Dr Catrin Norrby
Prerequisites: 126-064 Intermediate Swedish A (p.2), 126-065 Intermediate
Swedish B (p.2).
Corequisites: 126-066 Intermediate Swedish C (p.2).
Contact: Four hours of language classes per week (Semester 2).
Description: This subject is a continuation of 126-065 Intermediate Swedish
B (p.2). It focuses on reading, writing, vocabulary and grammatical structure,
making use of a number of different types of texts, including literary works
by important Swedish authors. Thereby, students will increase their under-
standing of Swedish in both contemporary and historical contexts. Students
will expand their vocabulary to a higher level of complexity in the speaking,
aural understanding, reading and writing of Swedish. On completion of the
subject students should have achieved the level of competence required for
admittance to 126-070 Advanced Swedish A (p.2).
Assessment: A 2-hour written examination, regular language tests and
assignments totalling 2000 words.
Prescribed texts: Materials will be available from the department.
Various authors, Grammar for Intermediate Swedish II. • A Lindgren,
Bröderna Lejonhjärta.

126-070 Advanced Swedish A
Availability: 2nd and 3rd year
Credit points: 12.5 HECS-band: 1
Coordinator: Dr Catrin Norrby
Prerequisites: 126-064 Intermediate Swedish A (p.2), 126-065 Intermediate
Swedish B (p.2), 126-066 Intermediate Swedish C (p.2), 126-067 Intermedi-
ate Swedish D (p.2).
Contact: Three hours of language classes per week (Semester 1).
Description: This subject builds on skills acquired in Intermediate Swedish
and comprises language training, a survey of the history of the Swedish lan-
guage, and the study of selected poetry and prose from 1880 to the present.
Students will further improve their ability to communicate in Swedish with
increasing fluency, accuracy and appropriateness in activities involving the
integrated us of listening, speaking, reading and writing. Furthermore, stu-
dents will gain insights into the historical, social and stylistic variation of the
Swedish language. On completion of this subject students should have
achieved the level of competence required for admittance to 126-071
Advanced Swedish B (p.2).
Assessment: A 2-hour written examination, a 15-minute oral examination,
regular language tests and assignments to the equivalent of 2000 words.
Prescribed texts: Materials will be available from the department.
C Norrby, Svenska språkets variation i tid och rum. • Various authors, Gram-
matikövningar. • Various authors, A contemporary Swedish novel (actual title
may change from year to year).

126-071 Advanced Swedish B
Availability: 2nd and 3rd year
Credit points: 12.5 HECS-band: 1
Coordinator: Dr Catrin Norrby
Prerequisites: 126-070 Advanced Swedish A (p.2).
Contact: Three hours of language classes per week (Semester 2).
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Description: This subject builds on skills acquired in 126-070 Advanced
Swedish A (p.2) and comprises language training, a survey of Swedish cul-
ture and society, and the study of selected poetry and prose from 1880 to the
present. Students will also be introduced to Danish and Norwegian for read-
ing comprehension purposes. On completion of this subject students should
be able to communicate in Swedish with greater fluency, accuracy and appro-
priateness in activities involving the integrated use of listening, speaking,
reading and writing, and have gained an increased understanding of Swedish
literature, culture and society.
Assessment: A 2-hour written examination, an oral examination based on a
research report, and regular language tests and assignments totalling 2000
words.
Prescribed texts: Materials will be available from the department.
S Lagerlöf, Jerusalem. • A Strindberg, Fadren. • C Norrby, Våra grannspråk.

Optional subjects

Second/third-year subjects

126-068 Viking Studies A
Availability: 2nd and 3rd year
Credit points: 12.5 HECS-band: 1
Coordinator: Dr Catrin Norrby
Prerequisites: European studies students wishing to enrol in this subject
would normally have completed first-year European studies, see Prerequisites
(p.1).
Contact: Three hours of seminars per week (Semester 1).
Description: This subject is an introduction to the literature and culture of
early Scandinavia. On completion of this subject students should have gained
an understanding of the history and culture of Scandinavia during the Viking
era and have been introduced to the language of the Vikings.
Assessment: Written work totalling 4000 words
Prescribed texts: The Oxford Illustrated History of the Vikings, edited by
Peter Sawyer. • Laxdaela Saga; Njal's Saga; Egil's Saga.

126-069 Viking Studies B
Availability: 2nd and 3rd year
Credit points: 12.5 HECS-band: 1
Prerequisites: 126-068 Viking Studies A (p.3). European studies students
wishing to enrol in this subject would normally have completed first year
European studies, see Prerequisites (p.1).
Semester: Not Offered
Description: This subject introduces students to the Old Norse Language and
aims at providing basic reading skills. Viking Studies B builds on the histori-
cal and cultural knowledge of the Viking Era acquired in Viking Studies A,
and seeks to consolidate and deepen that knowledge through the study of
authentic Saga material, mostly in the original.

126-072 The Runes of Scandinavia
Availability: 2nd and 3rd year
Credit points: 12.5 HECS-band: 1
Prerequisites: 126-064 Intermediate Swedish A (p.2), 126-065 Intermediate
Swedish B (p.2), 126-066 Intermediate Swedish C (p.2), 126-067 Intermedi-
ate Swedish D (p.2). European studies students wishing to enrol in this sub-
ject would normally have completed first-year European studies, see
Prerequisites (p.1).
Semester: Not Offered
Description: This subject gives an overview of Swedish society from the first
evidence of written language to the medieval period and focuses on the nature
and content of runic writing. On completion of this subject students should
have developed an understanding of Viking history in Scandinavia and its
influence on other European societies and cultures.

126-073 Modern Swedish Culture and Society
Availability: 2nd and 3rd year
Credit points: 12.5 HECS-band: 1
Prerequisites: 126-064 Intermediate Swedish A (p.2), 126-065 Intermediate
Swedish B (p.2), 126-066 Intermediate Swedish C (p.2), 126-067 Intermedi-
ate Swedish D (p.2). European studies students wishing to enrol in this sub-
ject would normally have completed first-year European studies, see
Prerequisites (p.1).
Semester: Not Offered
Description: This subject deals with expressions of modern Swedish culture
and society. It gives an overview of the social history of the modern Swedish
state, and studies in detail some major works of 20th century literature and

film. The subject explores the interplay between Swedish society and works
of art, and on completion of the subject students should have a grasp of some
of the principle features, periods and themes of European culture, through
acquaintance with Swedish culture.

126-086 The Nordic Languages in Society
Availability: 2nd and 3rd year
Credit points: 12.5 HECS-band: 1
Coordinator: Dr Catrin Norrby
Prerequisites: European studies students wishing to enrol in this subject
would normally have completed first-year European studies, see Prerequisites
(p.1).
Contact: A 2-hour lecture and a 1-hour seminar per week (Semester 2).
Description: The Nordic region can be defined as consisting of Sweden, Den-
mark, Norway, Finland, Iceland, the Faroe Islands and Greenland, and is rep-
resented by eight indigenous languages spoken by some 22 million people.
This subject investigates the languages and speech communities of this region
and focuses on the ecology of these languages, ie. their interrelations with
each other and the communities in which they function. Topics discussed also
include the inter-linguistic relations between the Nordic region and the rest of
the world, the relationships between majority and minority languages, dia-
lects and sociolects versus standard, language planning, as well as aspects of
mutual intelligibility and 'semi-communication'. On completion of this sub-
ject students should have increased their general awareness of the social and
cultural aspects of language, through the study of a specific region.
Assessment: Written work totalling 4000 words
Prescribed texts: Additional readings and study guide will be available from
the Department
L Vikør, The Nordic Languages. Their Status and Interrelations, Novus Press
1993.
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