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Italian

Italian studies at the University of Melbourne offers the most comprehensive
program in Victoria. Students from all faculties have the opportunity to study
the language and literature of one of the richest cultures in Europe. Multiple
entry points are provided from beginners to advanced levels of language pro-
ficiency through the concurrent diploma and international exchange and study
abroad. The emphasis on practical language acquisition and the study of Ital-
ian culture make Italian a rewarding option for all students. Students are able
to select from a comprehensive and fascinating range of subjects in areas of
linguistics, dialects, literature and contemporary cultural studies. Taught by
staff with strong research interests and expertise in these areas, the program
equips students with an excellent grounding in Italian language, literature and
culture and provides avenues into exciting career opportunities. Students who
are interested in expanding their interests and knowledge in Italian studies are
provided with an articulated structure of higher degree study at the University
of Melbourne.

Language study streams
The Department of French and Italian Studies offers three streams of Italian:

Beginners
The beginners stream is for students who have little or no knowledge
of Italian. It is available to students at first and second year although
students intending to complete a major will need to commence their
language study in their first year.

Intermediate
The intermediate stream is usually only available to students who have
undertaken 4-5 years of secondary school Italian, normally to Year 11,
or an approved equivalent. It is not available to those who have sat for
VCE Italian or equivalent.

Post-VCE
The post-VCE stream is usually only available to students who have
obtained a pass in VCE Italian, or its equivalent.
Students who have not formally studied VCE Italian, but believe they
have achieved an equivalent competence, must receive written permis-
sion from the Italian Part 1 coordinator before enrolling.

The Department determines the language stream in which a student is to
enrol. Placement is based on VCE results, other language study record, or a
placement test.
Stream enrolment remains provisional until confirmed or, alternatively,
altered according to the student's needs as determined by the Department dur-
ing the first two weeks of teaching. As far as possible, the Department will
notify students of any changes to their stream enrolment during the first two
weeks of semester. Where a change is made in the third or fourth week of
semester it will be reported to Associate Dean (Academic Programs).

Diploma in Modern Languages (Italian)
The Diploma in Modern Languages (DML) enables students to gain a
diploma in language study while completing an undergraduate degree at the
University of Melbourne.
The DML usually involves a three-year sequence of language study, totalling
a minimum of 100 points. It adds one year to the duration of an ordinary
degree course.
The DML (Italian) is offered in the beginners, intermediate and post-VCE
streams. Italian subjects are taken alongside degree subjects in an integrated
sequence of study. This must be approved by a faculty course adviser and the
Italian section of the French and Italian Department. SeeDiploma in Modern
Languages (p.44).

Requirements for a major
A major in Italian usually consists of 125 points comprising:
• four first year subjects in Italian (37.5 points) and;
• second year subjects in Italian (totalling 37.5 points) and;
• four third year subjects in Italian (50 points).
A major must include either:
• 116-067 Italian Part 3A Language 1 (Compulsory)(p.246)
or
• 116-064 Italian Part 3 Language 1 (Compulsory)(p.246)

Structuring a major
A major in Italian usually takes one of the following forms:

Beginners stream

Intermediate Stream

Post-VCE stream

Honours entry
The prerequisites for entry to Fourth Year Honours in Italian are:
• completion of all the requirements for the BA and;
• completion of a major in Italian, which must include 116-071 To Hell

with Dante(p.247) in third year and;
• an average grade of H2B or higher over the second/third year subjects

within the major.
In exceptional circumstances 116-071 To Hell with Dante(p.247) may be
undertaken as a fourth year subject.
Entry to honours must be approved by the Italian honours coordinator and the
Faculty of Arts honours course adviser.

Honours requirements

Pure honours
Students undertaking pure honours in Italian must complete:
• 116-506 Italian Thesis(p.248)or 116-507 Italian Thesis (MYE)(p.248)

(37.5 points) and;
• 116-068 Italian Honours Language Seminar 1(p.248) (12.5 points) and;
• four honours subjects in Italian (50 points).

Combined honours
Students undertaking combined honours in Italian and another area of study
must complete:
• 116-506 Italian Thesis(p.248)or 116-507 Italian Thesis (MYE)(p.248)

(37.5 points) and;
• 116-068 Italian Honours Language Seminar 1(p.248) (12.5 points) and;
• one honours subject in Italian (12.5 points) and;
• three honours subjects from the combined area of study (37.5 points).

First year Points

116-049 Beginners Italian Part 1A(p.244) 12.5
116-050 Beginners Italian Part 1B(p.244) 6.25
116-056 Beginners Italian Part 1C(p.244) 12.5
116-051 Beginners Italian Part 1D(p.244) 6.25

Second year Points

116-057 Intermediate Italian A(p.245) 12.5
116-058 Intermediate Italian B(p.245) 12.5
116-059 Intermediate Italian C(p.245) 12.5

Third year Points

116-067 Italian Part 3A Language 1 (Compulsory)(p.246) 12.5
Three optional subjects (37.5 points).

First year Points

116-057 Intermediate Italian A(p.245) 12.5
116-058 Intermediate Italian B(p.245) 12.5
116-059 Intermediate Italian C(p.245) 12.5

Second year Points

116-061 Italian Part 2:Advanced Language 1(p.246) 12.5
116-060 Italian Part 2:Cultural Studies(p.245) 12.5
116-062 Italian Part 2:Advanced Language 2(p.246) 12.5

Third year Points

116-064 Italian Part 3 Language 1 (Compulsory)(p.246) 12.5
Three optional subjects (37.5 points).

First year Points

116-052 Italian Part 1:Language & Culture A(p.244) 12.5
116-053 Italian Part 1:Textual Studies A(p.244) 6.25
116-054 Italian Part 1:Language & Culture B(p.245) 12.5
116-055 Italian Part 1:Textual Studies B(p.245) 6.25

Second year Points

116-061 Italian Part 2:Advanced Language 1(p.246) 12.5
116-060 Italian Part 2:Cultural Studies(p.245) 12.5
116-062 Italian Part 2:Advanced Language 2(p.246) 12.5

Third year Points

116-064 Italian Part 3 Language 1 (Compulsory)(p.246) 12.5
Three optional subjects (37.5 points).
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or
• honours thesis in the combined area of study (37.5 points) and;
• two honours subjects in the combined area of study (25 points) and;
• 116-068 Italian Honours Language Seminar 1(p.248) (12.5 points) and;
• two honours subjects in Italian (25 points).

Further study
A BA with a major in Italian can lead to a Postgraduate Diploma in Arts (Ital-
ian).
The Section also offers the MA and PhD by research. Students interested in
postgraduate study should consult the departmental postgraduate information
booklet and make an appointment to see the postgraduate coordinator. An
MA in Applied Linguistics with Italian (coursework and minor thesis) is also
available.

Career opportunities
The training acquired in learning a language and the practical competence
involved in using it effectively provide skills that are of great value in a vari-
ety of occupations and appreciated by many employers. Such skills are
increasingly considered essential in a number of professions, for example in
international trade, law, diplomacy, journalism, social and medical services,
and many others.
Former students have followed successful and rewarding careers as interpret-
ers, journalists, librarians and teachers. Many have found employment in pub-
lic relations, the media, the airline industry, travel and tourism, and in
business. Italy is now one of the major industrialised nations, making knowl-
edge of Italian a valuable asset for those embarking on a business career.

For more information
Department of French and Italian Studies
School of Languages
The University of Melbourne
Victoria 3010
Tel: +61 3 8344 6919
WWW: http://www.French-Italian.unimelb.edu.au

Language subjects

116-049 Beginners Italian Part 1A
Availability: First and second year
Credit points: 12.5 HECS-band: 1
Coordinator: Dr K Pilz
Prerequisites: Students who have attempted Year 12 Italian or its equivalent
are not eligible to enrol.
Corequisites: Students must be concurrently enrolled in 116-050 Beginners
Italian Part 1B(p.244).
Contact: Three hours of language classes and one hour of conversation class
per week (Semester 1).
Description: This subject provides a comprehensive introduction to contem-
porary Italian. Language classes will familiarise students with the structures,
rules and skills necessary to communicate in Italian. A weekly conversation
class assists the language learning process and improves spoken and listening
fluency. Continuous assessment, through tests, exercises, and other activities,
is fundamental to ascertaining the student's progress in the acquisition of Ital-
ian. By the end of the semester, students should have developed oral and writ-
ten skills that will enable them to achieve a reasonable level of competency in
Italian.
Assessment: Class tests and written work totalling 2000 words, language
assignments totalling 1000 words and a 1-hour test.
Prescribed texts: G Lazzarino, M M Jacobson & A M Bellezza,Prego! An
Invitation to Italian,(4th ed) Student's Version McGraw-Hill.

116-050 Beginners Italian Part 1B
Availability: First and second year
Credit points: 6.25 HECS-band: 1
Coordinator: Dr K Pilz
Prerequisites: Students who have attempted Year 12 Italian or its equivalent
are not permitted to enrol.
Corequisites: Students must be concurrently enrolled in 116-049 Beginners
Italian Part 1A(p.244).
Contact: A 1-hour language laboratory and a 1-hour lecture/seminar per
week (Semester 1).
Description: This subject is designed to assist the language learning of stu-
dents already enrolled in 116-049 Beginners Italian Part 1A(p.244). A

weekly language laboratory class will, by means of audio as well as video,
music, and computer activities, reinforce and improve students' understand-
ing, use and pronunciation of Italian. A weekly lecture/seminar will be
devoted to practical language learning issues. and then to an introduction to
Italian literature and culture. By the end of the semester students should have
acquired the skills necessary to read and discuss simple literary texts.
Assessment: A 500 word quiz, a 500 word dictation test and a 1-hour exam.
Prescribed texts: G Lazzarino & M Baldocchi,Laboratory Manual to
accompany Prego! An Invitation to Italian,(4th ed) McGraw-Hill, 1995.

116-056 Beginners Italian Part 1C
Availability: First and second year
Credit points: 12.5 HECS-band: 1
Coordinator: Dr Kerstin Pilz
Prerequisites: 116-049 Beginners Italian Part 1A(p.244) and 116-050
Beginners Italian Part 1B(p.244).
Corequisites: Students must be concurrently enrolled in 116-051 Beginners
Italian Part 1D(p.244).
Contact: Three hours of language classes and conversation per week(Semes-
ter 2).
Description: See 116-049 Beginners Italian Part 1A(p.244).
Assessment: Language assignments and class tests totalling 2500 words, an
oral test (reading and conversation) totalling 500 words and a 1-hour written
test.
Prescribed texts: G Lazzarino, M M Jacobson & A M Bellezza,Prego! An
Invitation to Italian,(4th ed) Student's Version McGraw-Hill.

116-051 Beginners Italian Part 1D
Credit points: 6.25 HECS-band: 1
Coordinator: To be advised
Prerequisites: Students who have attempted Year 12 Italian or its equivalent
are not permitted to enrol.
Corequisites: Students must be concurrently enrolled in 116-056 Beginners
Italian Part 1D 116-056 Beginners Italian Part 1C(p.244).
Contact: A 1-hour language laboratory and a 1-hour lecture/seminar per
week (Semester 2).
Description: This subject is designed to assist the language and learning of
students concurrently enrolled in 116-056 Beginners Italian Part 1C(p.244).
Weekly language laboratory classes, by means of audio as well as video,
music and computer activities, reinforce and improve students' understanding,
use and pronunciation of Italian. By the end of the academic year students
should have the skills necessary to read and discuss simple literary texts writ-
ten in Italian.
Assessment: A 1-hour exam, a 500 word assignment and a 500 word dicta-
tion.
Prescribed texts: G Lazzarino & M Baldocchi,Laboratory Manual to
accompany Prego! An Invitation to Italian,(4th ed) McGraw-Hill, 1995.

116-052 Italian Part 1:Language & Culture A
Availability: First and second year
Credit points: 12.5 HECS-band: 1
Coordinator: Dr Roberta Trape
Prerequisites: VCE Italian or equivalent.
Corequisites: Students must be concurrently enrolled in 116-053 Italian Part
1:Textual Studies A(p.244).
Contact: Three hours language classes and a 1-hour lecture per week
(Semester 1).
Description: This subject provides students with intensive revision and fur-
ther exploration of the major areas of the Italian language. The subject com-
bines the analysis of grammatical structures, vocabulary and idiom with
practical exercises designed to increase the student's linguistic competence in
a variety of areas: comprehension, essay writing, spoken Italian. Students will
also undertake background study in a cultural/historical topic. By the end of
the subject students should have developed their spoken, written and compre-
hension skills.
Assessment: A 2-hour written test, class tests and written work totalling
1000 words and an essay of 1000 words.
Prescribed texts:

Materials will be available from the Department.
G Lazzarino & A Moneti,Da Capo,(4th ed) Holt Rinehart & Winston.

116-053 Italian Part 1:Textual Studies A
Availability: First and second year
Credit points: 6.25 HECS-band: 1
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Coordinator: Dr Stephen Kolsky
Prerequisites: VCE Italian or equivalent.
Corequisites: Students must be concurrently enrolled in 116-052 Italian Part
1:Language & Culture A(p.244).
Contact: A lecture and a 1-hour tutorial per week (Semester 1).
Description: This subject introduces students to the study of literary texts
and/or films in Italian, principally novels and short stories. Students will be
provided with strategies for reading substantial texts in Italian and with ways
of generally increasing comprehension of written Italian. The subject will
also provide a basic introduction to a number of methodologies for analysing
literary texts. The central part of the subject will consist of detailed readings
of the texts concerned in order to elucidate their major themes and their rela-
tionship with the historical and social context of modern Italy. By the end of
the subject students should have improved their reading skills; developed crit-
ical methodologies for interpreting literary texts; and gained some under-
standing of the context of the texts studied. The subject will be taught in
Italian.
Assessment: Two essays of 1000 words each.
Prescribed texts:

Selected short stories available from the Department.
P Levi,Se questo è un uomo,Einaudi.

116-054 Italian Part 1:Language & Culture B
Note: Formerly available as 116-184/284/384. Students who have completed
116-184/284/384 are not eligible to enrol in this subject.
Availability: First and second year
Credit points: 12.5 HECS-band: 1
Coordinator: Dr R Trape
Prerequisites: 116-052 Italian Part 1:Language & Culture A(p.244)and 116-
053 Italian Part 1:Textual Studies A(p.244).
Corequisites: Students must be concurrently enrolled in 116-055 Italian Part
1:Textual Studies B(p.245).
Contact: Three hours of language classes and a 1-hour lecture per week
(Semester 2).
Description: As for 116-052 Italian Part 1:Language & Culture A(p.244).
Assessment: A 2-hour language exam, a 15-minute oral test, class tests and
written work totalling 500 words and assignments totalling 500 words.
Prescribed texts: G Lazzarino & A Moneti,Da Capo,(4th ed) Holt Rinehart
& Winston.

116-055 Italian Part 1:Textual Studies B
Availability: First and second year
Credit points: 6.25 HECS-band: 1
Coordinator: Ms Vita Giordano
Prerequisites: 116-052 Italian Part 1:Language & Culture A(p.244)and 116-
053 Italian Part 1:Textual Studies A(p.244).
Corequisites: Students must be concurrently enrolled in 116-054 Italian Part
1:Language & Culture B(p.245).
Contact: A lecture and a 1-hour tutorial per week (Semester 2).
Description: This subject continues the study of significant literary texts and/
or films in Italian begun in 116-053 Italian Part 1:Textual Studies A(p.244).
Students will be given guidance in reading texts in Italian and in ways of gen-
erally increasing comprehension of written Italian. The subject will also pro-
vide a basic introduction to a number of methodologies for analysing literary
texts. The focus of the subject will consist of detailed readings of the texts
concerned in order to elucidate their major themes and their relationship with
the historical and social context of modern Italy. By the end of the subject stu-
dents should have improved their reading skills; developed critical methodol-
ogies for interpreting literary texts; and gained some understanding of the
context of the texts studied. The subject will be taught in Italian.
Assessment: Two essays of 1000 words each.
Prescribed texts: I Silone,Fontamara,Manchester UP. • I Calvino,Il senti-
ero dei nidi di ragno,Einaudi.

116-057 Intermediate Italian A
Note: Students who have completed 116-057 Italian Part 2A: Language 1 are
not eligible to enrol in this subject.
Credit points: 12.5 HECS-band: 1
Coordinator: Ms V Giordano
Prerequisites: Completion of 116-056 Beginners Italian Part 1C(p.244)and
116-051 Beginners Italian Part 1D(p.244), or adequate knowledge of Italian
without completion of VCE Italian, or an approved equivalent. Students must
consult with departmental advisors prior to enrolment.
Contact: Three hours of language classes per week (Semester 1).

Description: This subject is a systematic revision and consolidation of the
basic structures of the Italian language. Grammatical explanations will be
integrated through regular weekly exercises, oral and written, and in a weekly
conversation practice hour, so as to extend the range of vocabulary and
improve fluency. By the end of the first semester, students should have con-
solidated their knowledge of the basic structures of Italian, acquired the
knowledge to compare and contrast features of English and Italian vocabulary
and syntax, and attained a reasonable level of competence in written and oral
production.
Assessment: Written tests totalling 3000 words and take-home assignments
totalling 1000 words.
Prescribed texts: G Lazzarino & A Moneti,Da Capo: An Italian Review
Grammar,(4th ed) Holt Rinehart & Winston.

116-058 Intermediate Italian B
Note: Students who have completed 116-058 Italian Part 2A: Language 2 are
not eligible to enrol in this subject.
Credit points: 12.5 HECS-band: 1
Coordinator: Ms Vita Giordano
Prerequisites: 116-057 Intermediate Italian A(p.245).
Corequisites: Students must be concurrently enrolled in 116-059 Intermedi-
ate Italian C(p.245).
Contact: Three hours of language classes per week (Semester 2).
Description: As for 116-057 Intermediate Italian A(p.245).
Assessment: Written tests totalling 3000 words and take-home assignments
totalling 1000 words.
Prescribed texts: G Lazzarino & A Moneti,Da Capo: An Italian Review
Grammar,(4th ed) Holt Rinehart & Winston.

116-059 Intermediate Italian C
Note: Students who have completed 116-059 Italian Part 2A: Cultural Studies
are not eligible to enrol in this subject.
Availability: First and second year
Credit points: 12.5 HECS-band: 1
Coordinator: Dr Roberta Trape
Prerequisites: 116-057 Intermediate Italian A(p.245).
Corequisites: Students must be concurrently enrolled in 116-058 Intermedi-
ate Italian B(p.245).
Contact: A 1-hour lecture and 1.5 hours of seminars per week (Semester 2).
Description: In this subject students will study key aspects of Italian culture,
through the analysis of literary texts and other materials. Students will also
have the opportunity to study the development of Italian society. By the end
of the subject, students will have been introduced to a small number of texts
in order to improve their standard of comprehension and to gain some under-
standing of the process of cultural analysis. They should also have acquired
the ability to examine critically various aspects of Italian history and culture.
Assessment: Two essays of 1500 words each and a 1000 word class paper.
Prescribed texts:

Materials will be available from the Department.

116-060 Italian Part 2:Cultural Studies
Availability: Second and third year
Credit points: 12.5 HECS-band: 1
Coordinator: Dr S Kolsky
Prerequisites: Completion of 116-057 Intermediate Italian A(p.245), 116-
058 Intermediate Italian B(p.245)and 116-059 Intermediate Italian C(p.245)
or 116-052 Italian Part 1:Language & Culture A(p.244), 116-053 Italian Part
1:Textual Studies A(p.244), 116-054 Italian Part 1:Language & Culture B
(p.245) and.116-055 Italian Part 1:Textual Studies B(p.245).
Corequisites: Students must be concurrently enrolled in 116-061 Italian Part
2:Advanced Language 1(p.246)and 116-062 Italian Part 2:Advanced Lan-
guage 2(p.246).
Contact: A 1-hour lecture and 1.5 hours of seminars per week (Semester 1).
Description: This subject allows students to study key aspects of Italian cul-
ture, primarily through the analysis of specific literary texts and/or films. Stu-
dents will also have the opportunity to study the development of Italian
society. By the end of the subject, students should have been introduced to a
small number of literary texts and/or films in order to improve their standard
of comprehension and to gain some understanding of the process of literary/
cultural criticism. They should also have acquired the ability to examine criti-
cally various aspects of Italian history and culture.
Assessment: Two essays of 1500 words each and a 1000 word class paper.
Prescribed texts:

Materials will be available from the Department.



The University of Melbourne Handbook 2001 Undergraduate Studies

246

116-061 Italian Part 2:Advanced Language 1
Note: Formerly available as 116-295/395. Students who have completed 116-
295/395 are not eligible to enrol in this subject.
Availability: Second and third year
Credit points: 12.5 HECS-band: 1
Coordinator: Dr S Kolsky
Prerequisites: Completion of 116-057 Intermediate Italian A(p.245), 116-
058 Intermediate Italian B(p.245)and 116-059 Intermediate Italian C(p.245)
or 116-052 Italian Part 1:Language & Culture A(p.244), 116-053 Italian Part
1:Textual Studies A(p.244), 116-054 Italian Part 1:Language & Culture B
(p.245) and.116-055 Italian Part 1:Textual Studies B(p.245).
Corequisites: Students must be concurrently enrolled in 116-060 Italian Part
2:Cultural Studies(p.245).
Contact: Three hours of language classes per week (Semester 1).
Description: This subject focuses on the spoken and written language of
present day Italy. Students will undertake regular exercises in composition
and translation, and other language activities in order to improve their lan-
guage skills. They will also participate in regular conversation practice for the
purpose of reinforcing their command of current idiomatic Italian. By the end
of the subject, students should have improved their written production skills,
and should be able to express themselves with fluency on most topics of a
general nature.
Assessment: Written tests totalling 2000 words, written work totalling 1000
words and a 1000 word class paper.
Prescribed texts: Habekovic & Mazzola,,Insieme: An Intermediate Italian
Course,(2nd ed) McGraw-Hill.

116-062 Italian Part 2:Advanced Language 2
Note: Formerly available as 116-296/396. Students who have completed 116-
296/396 are not eligible to enrol in this subject.
Availability: Second and third year
Credit points: 12.5 HECS-band: 1
Coordinator: Dr Roberta Trape
Prerequisites: 116-061 Italian Part 2:Advanced Language 1(p.246)and 116-
060 Italian Part 2:Cultural Studies(p.245).
Contact: Three hours of language classes per week (Semester 2).
Description: As for 116-061 Italian Part 2:Advanced Language 1(p.246).
Assessment: Written work and class tests totalling 4000 words.

116-064 Italian Part 3 Language 1 (Compulsory)
Note: Formerly available as 116-310. Students who have completed 116-310
are not eligible to enrol in this subject.
Availability: Third year
Credit points: 12.5 HECS-band: 1
Coordinator: Dr D Bressan
Prerequisites: Completion of 116-061 Italian Part 2:Advanced Language 1
(p.246) and 116-062 Italian Part 2:Advanced Language 2(p.246).
Contact: Three hours of language classes per week (Semester 1).
Description: This subject involves a detailed analysis of a number of contem-
porary Italian texts, literary and non-literary, for the purpose of familiarising
students with various registers and styles. Students will undertake exercises in
translation (from and into Italian) with an emphasis on those features which
are most likely to present challenges to speakers of English. There is also reg-
ular conversation practice on prescribed texts and exercises in written compo-
sition. The modern literature section provides an opportunity for students to
practise their spoken Italian through the study of a modern literary text. By
the end of the semester, students should have further developed their written
and oral production skills and should have acquired the ability to competently
discuss literary texts in Italian.
Assessment: Class tests and written work totalling 1000 words, two hours of
written tests, a 15-minute class paper and a 15-minute oral test.
Prescribed texts:

Materials will be available from the Department.

116-065 Italian Part 3 Language 2
Note: Formerly available as 116-311. Students who have completed 116-311
are not eligible to enrol in this subject.
Credit points: 12.5 HECS-band: 1
Coordinator: Dr D Bressan
Prerequisites: 116-064 Italian Part 3 Language 1 (Compulsory)(p.246) or
116-067 Italian Part 3A Language 1 (Compulsory)(p.246).
Contact: Three hours of language classes per week (Semester 2).

Description: This subject will focus on a number of texts in contemporary
Italian, to acquaint students with some of the main non-literary registers (e.g.
journalistic, bureaucratic etc.). It also includes a study of Jakobson's linguistic
functions and of a variety of styles in writing. There will be emphasis on
advanced non-literary translation, especially in problem areas. On completion
of this subject, students should have refined their linguistic skills, both written
and oral; have become acquainted with the notion of linguistic function; and
have acquired the ability to discuss in Italian, both orally and in writing,
extended texts, literary and non-literary.
Assessment: Take-home assignments totalling 1000 words, a 15-minute
class paper, 1 hour of written tests, a 15-minute oral test and a 1000-word
composition in Italian.
Prescribed texts:

Materials will be available from the Department.

116-067 Italian Part 3A Language 1 (Compulsory)
Note: Formerly available as 116-372. Students who have completed 116-372
are not eligible to enrol in this subject.
Availability: Third year
Credit points: 12.5 HECS-band: 1
Coordinator: Dr D Bressan
Prerequisites: Completion of 116-057 Intermediate Italian A(p.245), 116-
058 Intermediate Italian B(p.245) and 116-059 Intermediate Italian C
(p.245).
Contact: Three hours of language classes per week (Semester 1).
Description: This subject involves intensive practice in advanced translation
from and into Italian, and advanced Italian composition. Students will be
exposed to, and will work through, a number of different styles and registers.
Students will undertake the study of one or more works of contemporary liter-
ature for the purpose of extending vocabulary and practising Italian conversa-
tion. By the end of the semester, students should have learnt to identify, and
correctly use, the main registers of Italian, spoken and written; acquired the
skills to translate from and into Italian texts in different registers; improved
their composition skills; and acquired the ability to discuss in Italian, both
orally and in writing, extended prose texts.
Assessment: Class tests and written work totalling 1000 words, two hours of
written tests, a 15-minute class paper and a 15-minute oral test.
Prescribed texts:

Materials will be available from the Department.

Content-based subjects

Third year subject

116-066 Italian 3R: Research Project
Note: Formerly available as 116-313. Students who have completed 116-313
are not eligible to enrol in this subject.
Credit points: 12.5 HECS-band: 1
Coordinator: Dr D Bressan
Prerequisites: 37.5 points of second year Italian either at advanced or post-
beginners level. European studies students wishing to enrol in this subject
would normally have completed 25 points of European studies at second/third
year, seePrerequisites (p.167).
Contact: Fortnightly meetings with the supervisor (Semester 1, repeat 2).
Description: For this subject, students must complete a 5000 word research
project in English or Italian on a topic to be approved by their supervisor and
by the subject coordinator. The subject's aim is to train students in carrying
out a substantial piece of work in preparation for the fourth year honours the-
sis. The areas of research may be connected with the subjects offered this
year, or in another area connected with the research interests of staff. On com-
pletion of the project, students should have extended and deepened their
knowledge of the chosen topic; sharpened their critical faculties in relation to
source material and secondary literature; and acquired substantial skills in
planning and executing a research program on a specific topic.
Assessment: Written work totalling 5000 words.
Prescribed texts:

Bibliography to be discussed with the supervisor.

Third/fourth year subjects

116-070 Italian Special Research Project
Credit points: 12.5 HECS-band: 1
Coordinator: To be advised
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Prerequisites: 37.5 points of Italian at intermediate or Post-VCE level for
third year. Admission to the Postgraduate Diploma or Fourth Year Honours in
Italian for fourth year.
Contact: A 1-hour lecture and a 1.5-hour seminar per week (Semester 2).
Description: Students who complete this subject should be able to demon-
strate an in-depth knowledge of a particular area of Italian cultural/literary
studies or linguistics. Students should also have developed methodologies
appropriate to the topic being studied.
Assessment: Written work totalling 4000 words third year, 5000 words
fourth year.
Prescribed texts:

Materials will be available from the Department.

116-071 To Hell with Dante
Note: Formerly available as 116-318. Students who have completed 116-318
are not eligible to enrol in this subject.
Credit points: 12.5 HECS-band: 1
Coordinator: Dr S Kolsky
Prerequisites: 37.5 points of Italian at intermediate or Post-VCE level for
third year. Admission to the Postgraduate Diploma or Fourth Year Honours in
Italian for fourth year. European studies students wishing to enrol in this sub-
ject would normally have completed 37.5 points of European studies at sec-
ond/third year, seePrerequisites (p.167).
Contact: A 1-hour lecture and a 1.5-hour seminar per week (Semester 1).
Description: This subject concentrates on selected cantos of Dante'sInferno.
Students will develop techniques which should enable them to analyse the
poetic language of theInferno.Guided readings in secondary material should
give students an understanding of some of the key medieval concepts of the
Inferno.The subject is designed so that students will be in a position to appre-
ciate and analyse one of the most impressive poems in Italian literature. By
the end of the subject students should have acquired some understanding of
the basic theological, philosophical and literary concepts of theInferno and
have developed critical strategies for interpreting its poetry.
Assessment: A 2-hour test and an essay of 2000 words for third year, 3000
words for fourth year.
Prescribed texts: D Alighieri, Inferno,R M Durling (ed) OUP. • D Alighieri,
Inferno,N Sapegno (ed) La Nuova Italia.

116-074 Sex and Power in the Renaissance
Note: Formerly available as 116-362. Students who have completed 116-362
are not eligible to enrol in this subject.
Credit points: 12.5 HECS-band: 1
Coordinator: Dr S Kolsky
Prerequisites: 37.5 points of Italian at intermediate or Post-VCE level for
third year. Admission to the Postgraduate Diploma or Fourth Year Honours in
Italian for fourth year. European studies students wishing to enrol in this sub-
ject would normally have completed 37.5 points of European studies at sec-
ond/third year, seePrerequisites (p.167).
Contact: A 1-hour lecture and a 1.5-hour seminar per week (Semester 1).
Description: The subject will examine two classics of Italian literature, Boc-
caccio'sDecameronand Machiavelli'sIl Principe. The first, composed in the
1350s, is a classic of comic writing which became an essential reference-
point for later writers. Students will study a selected number of stories to
understand their narrative structures and their major themes.Il Principe is the
foundation work of modern political science. Its reputation has ensured con-
tinuing interest in such a provocative work. By the end of the subject students
should have acquired a basic knowledge of Renaissance culture and politics.
Students should also have gained an understanding of narratological analysis
and applied it to theDecameron.
Assessment: A class paper of 1000 words and a 3000-word essay for third
year, 4000 words for fourth year.
Prescribed texts: G Boccaccio,Decameron,Garzanti. • N Machiavelli,Il
Principe,Feltrinelli.

116-075 Italian Neoclassicism and Romanticism
Note: Formerly available as 116-363. Students who have completed 116-363
are not eligible to enrol in this subject.
Credit points: 12.5 HECS-band: 1
Coordinator: Dr D Bressan
Prerequisites: 37.5 points at either post-beginners or post-VCE sequence for
third year, admission to the Postgraduate Diploma or Fourth Year Honours in
Italian for fourth year. European studies students wishing to enrol in this sub-
ject would normally have completed 37.5 points of European studies at sec-
ond/third year, seePrerequisites (p.167).
Contact: A 1.5 hour lecture and a 1.5 hour seminar per week (Semester 2).

Description: This subject has three directions, according to the writers under
consideration. In the case of Neoclassicism, the principal focus will be pro-
vided by the poetry of Ugo Foscolo which will be considered within a broader
sociological and artistic framework. In the case of Romanticism, the poetry of
Giacomo Leopardi will be considered within the context of European Roman-
ticism characterised by the importance given to sensibility, spontaneity and
originality, as well as the necessary uniqueness of form and language. Ales-
sandro Manzoni's novel,I promessi sposiwill be considered as a specific
product of Italian Romanticism. Students who complete the subject should be
able to comprehend and appreciate the meaning of the terms Neoclassicism
and Romanticism and develop techniques of analysis of both prose and poetic
texts.
Assessment: A 1-hour class paper and two essays totalling 3000 words for
third year, 4000 words for fourth year.
Prescribed texts: A Manzoni, I Promessi Sposi,Mursia, 1992. • U Foscolo,
Sepolcri, odi, sonetti,(a cura di) D Martinelli Mondadori. • G Leopardi,
Canti, (a cura di) M Fubini & E Bigi Loescher.

116-076 The Story of Italian
Note: Formerly available as 116-366. Students who have completed 116-366
are not eligible to enrol in this subject.
Credit points: 12.5 HECS-band: 1
Coordinator: Dr D Bressan & Dr J Hajek
Prerequisites: 37.5 points of Italian at intermediate or Post-VCE level for
third year. Admission to the Postgraduate Diploma or Fourth Year Honours in
Italian for fourth year. European studies students wishing to enrol in this sub-
ject would normally have completed 37.5 points of European studies at sec-
ond/third year, seePrerequisites (p.167).
Contact: A lecture and a 1.5-hour seminar per week (Semester 2).
Description: This subject begins with a study of the history of the language,
which describes the development of the Italian language since its Indo-Euro-
pean origins; the linguistic situation in Roman Italy; the fragmentation of
Latin; and the genesis of present day Italian dialects. The subject will also
focus on the questione della lingua and the ascendancy of Tuscan/Roman.
The 'dialectology' section of the subject involves an introduction to the study
of one regional dialect. On completion of this subject, students should have
acquired a basic knowledge of the structures of Latin to the extent that they
are reflected in present day Italian; a knowledge of the development of Italian
from post-classical Latin to the language spoken in contemporary Italy, and
the reasons for that development; and a basic knowledge of the structures of
one major Italian dialect.
Assessment: Written work totalling 2000 words for third year, 3000 words
for fourth year and 2 hours of class tests.
Prescribed texts: S Lanuzza,Storia della lingua italiana,Newton.

116-078 Italian Special Subject
Note: This subject will be offered dependent on staff availability and suffi-
cient enrolments. Students are advised to check with the head of the Italian
Program before the start of semester.
Credit points: 12.5 HECS-band: 1
Coordinator: Dr S Kolsky
Prerequisites: 37.5 points of Italian at intermediate or Post-VCE level for
third year. Admission to the Postgraduate Diploma or Fourth Year Honours in
Italian. European studies students wishing to enrol in this subject would nor-
mally have completed 37.5 points of European studies at second/third year,
seePrerequisites (p.167).
Contact: A 1-hour lecture and a 1.5-hour seminar per week (Semester 1).
Description: This subject will examine a sample of the most significant and
interesting prose fiction coming out of Italy in recent times. Students will
focus on the 20th-century Italian novel in order to analyse the effects of the
Italian novel tradition and the impact of postmodernism on recent output. The
subject will encourage students to analyse the social context of the fiction
studied, relating it to developments in Italian society in the postwar period.
Students taking this subject will learn to apply contemporary literary theory
to specific texts; to evaluate the importance of specific Italian elements in the
novels studied and to be able to discuss novels using Italian.
Assessment: A class paper of 1000 words and a 3000-word essay for third
year, 4000 words for fourth year.
Prescribed texts:

Materials will be available from the Department.
S Aleramo,Una donna,Feltrinelli. • I Calvino, Se una notte d'inverno un
viaggiatore,Einaudi. • L Sciascia,Todo modo,Einaudi.

116-088 Italian Special Subject B
Note: This subject will be offered dependent on staff availability and suffi-
cient enrolments. Students are advised to check with the head of the Italian
Program before the start of semester.
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Credit points: 12.5 HECS-band: 1
Coordinator: Dr S Kolsky
Prerequisites: 37.5 points of Italian at intermediate or Post-VCE level for
third year. Admission to the Postgraduate Diploma or Fourth Year Honours in
Italian. European studies students wishing to enrol in this subject would nor-
mally have completed 37.5 points of European studies at second/third year,
seePrerequisites (p.167).
Contact: A 1-hour lecture and a 1.5-hour seminar per week (Semester 1).
Description: This subject will examine a sample of the most significant and
interesting prose fiction coming out of Italy in recent times. Students will
focus on the 20th-century Italian novel in order to analyse the effects of the
Italian novel tradition and the impact of postmodernism on recent output. The
subject will encourage students to analyse the social context of the fiction
studied, relating it to developments in Italian society in the postwar period.
Students taking this subject will learn to apply contemporary literary theory
to specific texts; to evaluate the importance of specific Italian elements in the
novels studied and to be able to discuss novels using Italian.
Assessment: A class paper of 1000 words and a 3000-word essay for third
year, 4000 words for fourth year.

Fourth year subjects

116-506 Italian Thesis
Credit points: 37.5 HECS-band: 1
Coordinator: Dr D Bressan
Prerequisites: Admission to the Postgraduate Diploma or Fourth Year Hon-
ours in Italian.
Contact: Regular meetings with the supervisor (Year long).
Description: The honours thesis in Italian provides students with the opportu-
nity to develop research techniques and to benefit from the experience of
researching and writing an independent thesis on a topic of their choice. The
thesis is normally written in Italian but special permission may be obtained
from the head of the Italian section for the thesis to be written in English. The
main areas of specialization are Italian linguistics, dialectology, phonology,
sociolinguistics, applied linguistics, Italian literature from the Middle Ages to
the present. It is also possible to negotiate theses on other topics with the per-
mission of the Head of the Italian section after consultation with the appropri-
ate lecturer.
Assessment: A thesis of 12 000 words (a 1000 word summary in Italian is
required when the thesis is in English).

116-507 Italian Thesis (MYE)
Credit points: 37.5 HECS-band: 1
Coordinator: Assoc Prof J Hajek
Prerequisites: Mid-year admission to the Postgraduate Diploma or Fourth
Year Honours in Italian.
Contact: Regular meetings with the supervisor (Semester 1, repeat 2).

Description: The honours thesis in Italian provides students with the opportu-
nity to develop research techniques and to benefit from the experience of
researching and writing an independent thesis on a topic of their choice. The
thesis is normally written in Italian but special permission may be obtained
from the head of the Italian section for the thesis to be written in English. The
main areas of specialization are Italian linguistics, dialectology, phonology,
sociolinguistics, applied linguistics, Italian literature from the Middle Ages to
the present. It is also possible to negotiate theses on other topics with the per-
mission of the Head of the Italian section after consultation with the appropri-
ate lecturer.
Assessment: A thesis of 12 000 words (a 1000 word summary in Italian is
required when the thesis is in English).

116-068 Italian Honours Language Seminar 1
Note: Formerly available as 116-410. Students who have completed 116-410
are not eligible to enrol in this subject.
Credit points: 12.5 HECS-band: 1
Coordinator: Dr Dino Bressan
Prerequisites: Admission to the Postgraduate Diploma or Fourth Year Hon-
ours in Italian.
Contact: Two hours of advanced language classes per week (Semester 1).
Description: This subject will focus on a variety of authentic texts represent-
ing both literary and non-literary genres as a stimulus for discussion and con-
versation practice. Advanced exercises in translation from and into Italian and
in Italian composition will be set for the purpose of studying syntax and style
in the appropriate registers. Each student will present an assessable class
paper on a topic to be agreed with the lecturer. On completion of this subject,
students should have acquired the ability to comprehend, analyse and inter-

pret complex texts, both literary and non-literary, and the ability to use
actively a variety of registers and styles in contemporary Italian.
Assessment: Written work totalling 1000 words, a 20-minute class paper,
two hours of written tests and a 20-minute oral test.

116-069 Italian Honours Language Seminar 2
Credit points: 12.5 HECS-band: 1
Coordinator: Ms Vita Giordano
Prerequisites: 116-068 Italian Honours Language Seminar 1(p.248).
Contact: Two hours of advanced language classes per week (Semester 2).
Description: This subject is intended to focus on the linguistic analysis of
texts from non-mainstream literature as a stimulus to discussion and conver-
sation practice. The texts may include material in some of the principal dia-
lects of Italy. The subject will also include advanced take-home exercises in
composition with the purpose of refining syntax and style. Each student will
present an assessable class paper on a topic to be negotiated with the lecturer
at the beginning of the semester.
Assessment: Written work totalling 3000 words, a 20-minute class paper, a
20-minute oral test and take-home assignments totalling 1000 words.

Subjects not offered in 2001

Second/third year subjects not offered in 2001

116-023 Introduction to Romance
See full subject details on page 177.

Third/fourth year subjects not offered in 2001

116-072 Dante 2
Credit points: 12.5 HECS-band: 1
Prerequisites: 37.5 points at either post-beginners or post-VCE sequence for
third year, admission to the Postgraduate Diploma or Fourth Year Honours in
Italian for fourth year. European studies students wishing to enrol in this sub-
ject would normally have completed 37.5 points of European studies at sec-
ond/third year, seePrerequisites (p.167).
Semester: Not Offered
Description: This subject will complete the study of theDivina commedia
begun with theInferno. It will build on techniques already acquired by stu-
dents in their previous study of Dante. The subject will place the twocantiche
in their medieval context so that students will able to grasp more easily the
originality of Dante's poem. The historical and political context ofPurgatorio
and Paradiso will be examined in order to render the twocantichemore
accessible to the students. By the end of the subject students should be able to
analyse the poetic techniques employed by Dante. Students should have
acquired an understanding of medieval culture in order to appreciatePurgato-
rio andParadiso in their historical context.

116-073 Italian as She is Spoke
Credit points: 12.5 HECS-band: 1
Prerequisites: 37.5 points at either post-beginners or post-VCE sequence for
third year, admission to the Postgraduate Diploma or Fourth Year Honours in
Italian for fourth year.
Semester: Not Offered
Description: The Advanced Language Studiescomponent of this subject
focuses on the phonological system and intonation patterns of present day
standard Italian; word order, theme and rheme, position of adjectives and
other important areas of Italian syntax. The subject is a study of the structures
of Italian, which are contrasted with those of English in order to highlight the
differences of the two languages. TheVarieties of Italiancomponent will
focus on a range of varieties of Italian in use today. We will examine the
description of different types of Italian and discuss factors (e.g. regional,
social, cultural and political) that may influence such variation. The subject
will also look at the role today of Italian on the world stage and the influence
of other languages on different sectors of the Italian language. The subject is
both descriptive and practical and is intended to assist students with a better
understanding of Italian in its many contexts.

116-077 Modern Italian Theatre
Note: Formerly available as 116-367. Students who have completed 116-367
are not eligible to enrol in this subject.
Credit points: 12.5 HECS-band: 1
Prerequisites: 37.5 points at either post-beginners or post-VCE sequence for
third year, admission to the Postgraduate Diploma or Fourth Year Honours in
Italian for fourth year. European studies students wishing to enrol in this sub-
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ject would normally have completed 37.5 points of European studies at sec-
ond/third year, seePrerequisites (p.167).
Semester: Not Offered
Description: This subject will examine a selection of the most significant dra-
matic texts of modern Italian literature from the 18th to the 20th centuries.
The subject will concentrate on a number of key texts written by Goldoni,
Pirandello and others. Students will be asked to pay particular attention to the
structural features of the plays studied, relating them, where appropriate, to
current theoretical concerns and to the social and ideological context of the
plays. In particular, the subject will examine the work of Dario Fo and Franca
Rame in the context of the politicisation of the theatrical tradition. Students
should have acquired, by the end of the subject, a knowledge of some of the
landmarks in modern Italian theatre; and have developed an awareness of the
critical dimensions of analysing the theatrical text and its relationship to per-
formance.

Horwood Italian intensive

183-004 Intensive Beginners Italian
See full subject details on page 239.
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